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Grassroots Action

PLYMOUTH, Massachusetts, June 17, 2011 
(ENS, excerpt) — It took five years and $2 million 
to complete but today the effort to restore the head-
waters of Massachusetts’ Eel River and its wetlands 
paid off with an award from the Coastal America 
Partnership honoring the project’s success in pro-
tecting an important coastal ecosystem. 

In southeastern Massachusetts, the Eel River 
once flowed uninterrupted to the Atlantic Ocean 
through a wetland known as Finney’s Meadow. In 
the early 1800s, a series of mills and dams were 
constructed. Cranberry farming began in the late 

1800s and continued until 2002. 
Agricultural activities resulted in land clearing, 

modification of the stream channel, construction 
of upland berms and water control structures. The 
downstream dam was a barrier to fish migration 
and the impoundment affected habitat, water qual-
ity and natural riverine processes. 

In 2005, the town of Plymouth purchased 39.5 
acres of abandoned cranberry bogs that were part 
of the Wetland Reserve Program through the 
USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service.

In 2006, the Community Preservation Commit-

tee of Plymouth, Massachusetts purchased sur-
rounding forest, upland and cranberry bogs from 
the Phoenix Cranberry Corporation and converted 
the entire area to public conservation land. 

The restoration project included the naturaliza-
tion of the abandoned cranberry bogs and the 
removal of Sawmill Pond Dam, located down-
stream of the bogs. The restoration site is inhabited 
by six endangered or threatened species including 
the Eastern box turtle, the bridle shiner, the barrens 
buckmoth, the adder’s tongue fern, swamp oats and 
the northern red bellied cooter. 

The natural stream channel was restored, artifi-
cial side channels were filled, berms and water 
control structures were removed and undersized 
culverts were replaced to enhance fish passage. 

More than 24,000 plants, including 17,000 
Atlantic white cedar trees, were planted. 

The project represents the first large-scale resto-
ration of this rare wetland type in Massachusetts. 
Now known as the Eel River Preserve, the area is 
managed by the town of Plymouth for public use 
and benefit . . .  .

Eel River Flows Free Again

Photo  Interfluve
The Sawmill Pond Dam has been removed to enhance fish passage.

Photos courtesy Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game
The Eel River before restoration (left) with a concrete control structure, and flowing freely after restoration (middle). 

project of the nonprofit Tides Center, is a 
national coalition of environmental, labor, 
business and community leaders commit-
ted to building a clean energy, good jobs 
economy. 

Launched in 2003, Apollo’s name refers 
to President John F. Kennedy’s visionary 
call to restore America’s technological lead-
ership by landing the first human on the 
Moon by the end of the 1960s. Apollo 11 
was the spaceflight that landed the first 
humans on the Moon on July 20, 1969. 

The newly unified organization will 
call on lawmakers and elected officials in 
Washington to focus anew on creating 
good jobs, securing America’s energy 
future and preserving the environment for 
future generations. 

In their first official act together, leaders 
from the newly-merged BlueGreen Alli-
ance and Apollo Alliance joined U.S. Sena-
tor Sherrod Brown, an Ohio Democrat, for 
a teleconference to announce their support 
for his new legislation. 

Brown’s bill, the Strengthening Manu-
facturing and Rebuilding Transit (SMART) 
Act, would invest in American-made trans-
portation infrastructure. Senator Brown’s 
legislation is aimed at enhancing domestic 
transportation supply chains while maxi-
mizing job creation in manufacturing. 

“With gas prices close to $4.00 a gallon 

in many parts of Ohio and across the 
country, reinvesting in transit is more 
important than ever. And at the same 
time, manufacturing is responsible for 
creating hundreds of thousands of good-
paying, middle-class jobs,” Brown said. 

“The buses, trolleys and trains that 
take Americans to every corner of our 
country should be Made in America as 

well,” said Brown. “By strengthening the 
domestic supply chain for public transit, 
the SMART Act will strengthen our public 
transit options and revitalize our manu-
facturing heritage.” 

“Nearly three years after the bottom fell 
out of our economy, we are still facing a 
jobs crisis of historic proportions,” said Leo 
Gerard. Gerard serves as international 

president of the United Steelworkers, he is 
co-chair of the BlueGreen Alliance and also 
an Apollo Alliance board member. 

“We can’t afford to sit on the sidelines 
while the U.S. misses the boat on the 
industries of the 21st century – the biggest 
job-creating opportunity in a generation,” 
said Gerard. “That is why the BlueGreen 
Alliance and the Apollo Alliance are join-
ing together today – to build a stronger 
movement to create good jobs that protect 
the environment for the next generation.” 

Phil Angelides, chairman of the Apollo 
Alliance and a former California state 
treasurer, said, “Today, with this collabo-
ration and our support for Senator Brown’s 
SMART Act, we are sending a powerful 
message that our highest priority must be 
to build an economy of good jobs and 
broadly-shared prosperity in place of the 
financial speculation and recklessness that 
brought our economy to its knees...
Together, we are committed to building a 
new green economy for America’s future 
that will meet the convergent threats of 
climate change, dependence on foreign oil 
and unacceptable joblessness." 

The new BlueGreen Alliance will con-
tinue its Jobs21! Initiative by going door-
to-door and community-to-community 
in nine states calling for a national jobs 
plan for the 21st century. 

Here Comes the Sun!
This beautiful sight is around milemarker 280 on the Pennsylvania Turnpike.  Photo panorama by Iona.

Photo  courtesy SunPower
SunPower solar panels on a Macy's store in California.

BlueGreen continued from page 1

By Melanie Stetson Freeman
Christian Science Monitor
June 17, 2011, excerpt

The Department of Energy 
(DoE), aiming to boost U.S. 
competitiveness, gives a 
$150m loan guarantee to a 
Massachusetts firm that has 
found a way to dramatically 
reduce the cost of solar voltaic 
cells. The pilot plant at 1366 
Technologies creates efficient 
and lower cost solar cells out 
of silicon wafers. The DoE 
gave the firm the loan with 
the hope that the cost of solar 
power can be reduced to com-
petitive levels ... Part of the 
plan is also to produce at least 
a three percentage point gain 
in the solar cells’ output. Their 
goal is to reduce the cost of 
manufacturing a photovoltaic 
cell to less than $1 per watt...

U.S. Boosts 'Game-
Changer' Solar 

Technology in Bid 
for Global Market 

DRESDEN, Germany, June 
30, 2011 (ENS) — The United 
Nations today added 18 new sites 
to its global list of biosphere 
reserves, bringing the total to 
581 in 114 countries. Biosphere 
reserves are places of outstand-
ing value recognized by UNES-
CO’s Man and the Biosphere 
Programme where local commu-
nities are actively involved in 
socio-economic development 
and biodiversity conservation. 

Meeting in Dresden, the 
International Coordinating 
Council of UNESCO’s Man and 
the Biosphere Programme added 
sites in Lithuania, Maldives, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, and Togo for the 
first time to the World Network 
of Biosphere Reserves. 

Biosphere reserves are sites 
for experimenting with and 
learning about sustainable devel-
opment, the council said. 

The Man and the Biosphere 
(MAB) Programme is an inter-
governmental scientific program 
aiming to set a scientific basis to 
improve relationships between 
people and their environment 
globally by combining natural 
and social sciences, economics 
and education. 

Launched in the early 1970s, 
the MAB Programme is con-
cerned with problems at the 
interface of scientific, environ-
mental, societal and develop-
ment issues. 

By focusing on sites interna-

tionally recognized in the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves, 
the program strives to identify 
and assess the changes in the 
biosphere resulting from human 
and natural activities and the 
effects of these changes on 
humans and the environment, in 
particular in the context of cli-
mate change. 

The new Man and the Bio-
sphere sites are: 

•Bras d’Or Lake, in Nova Sco-
tia, Canada, which encompasses 
a saltwater estuary watershed 
inland sea with three passages to 
the Atlantic Ocean. (See photo.)

•Mao’er Mountain in China, 
which features a mountain land-
scape of exceptional scenery, 
with peaks reaching more than 
6,561 feet above sea level. 

•Corredor Biologico Nevados 
de Chillan-Laguna del Laja in 
Chile, which is located in the 
northern part of the Patagonia 
region and is a global biodiver-
sity hotspot. 

•Songor, Ghana, which is 
characterized by a unique com-
bination of brackish estuarine, 
freshwater and marine ecosys-
tems with mangroves, islands 
and small patches of communi-
ty-protected forests. 

•Mujib, Jordan, which is part 
of the Dead Sea basin and Jordan 
Rift Valley landscape. 

•Zuvintas,  Lithuania, which 
includes lakes, wetlands, mires, 
peat bogs, and pine tree stands. 

•Baa Atoll, Maldives, which 
harbors globally significant bio-
diversity in its numerous reefs. 

•Berlangas archipelago, Por-
tugal, which includes the Berlan-
gas, a group of small islands and 
rocks, and the city of Peniche on 
the mainland. 

•Volga-Akhtuba floodplain in 
the Russian Federation, which 
represents high-yielding flood-
plain meadows, spawning 

grounds, oak groves and interna-
tionally important wetlands. 

•St. Mary’s, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, which comprises cloud 
forests, mangroves and coral 
reefs. 

•Blekinge Archipelago in 
Sweden, which includes most of 
the coastal areas and archipela-
gos of Blekinge. 

•Nedre Dalalven River Land-
scape in Sweden, which covers 

1,190 square miles with wetlands, 
rivers, lakes, flood plains and 
productive forests. 

•Oti-Keran/Oti-Mandouri in 
Togo, which encompasses shru-
bland, savannas, forest galleries 
and grasslands. The catchment 
of the Oti-Mandouri River is rec-
ognized as a Wetland of Interna-
tional Importance under the 
Ramsar Convention. 

•Roztochya, Ukraine, which 

covers a total area of 288 square 
miles with agriculture, stock-
breeding and fish farming as its 
main economic activities. 

•Bura’a, Yemen, which is a 
rugged mountainous area inter-
sected by deep valleys rich in 
rare, vulnerable and endemic 
plant species. 

•Santana Madeira, Portugal, 
which is the first biosphere 
reserve in the Madeira Archipel-
ago. Despite an active tourist 
industry, agriculture dominates 
the economy. 

•Ramot Menashe in Israel, 
which encompasses the Mediter-
ranean Basin’s version of the 
global “evergreen sclerophyllous 
forests, woodlands and scrub” 
ecosystem types. 

•Trifinio Fraternidad Bio-
sphere Reserve, which stretches 
over parts of El Salvador, Guate-
mala and Honduras. The tropical 
humid forest is inhabited by 
many endemic species. 

Meanwhile in Vietnam, Cat 
Tien is the new name of the for-
mer Dong Nai Biosphere Reserve, 
which was designated in 2001. 
Two new core zones have been 
added to the site, bringing its 
total area to over two million 
square miles, UNESCO said. 

Australia withdrew Macquarie 
Island from the World Network 
of Biosphere Reserves because it 
is uninhabited by humans and 
human presence is a criterion for 
inclusion in the network.

18 New Biosphere Reserves Protected in Global Network

Photo by kdg2709  
Bras d’Or Lake, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, Canada.
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By Elizabeth Shogren

NPR.org via DailyClimate.org: July 4, 2011
  

Two Girl Scouts 
want the organiza-
tion to stop using 
palm oil in Girl 
Scout Cookies. 
They’ve started a 
petition and gath-
ered 67,000 signa-
tures.

A lot of adult 
environmentalists 
have been trying 
for years to focus 
attention on tropi-
cal rain forests in 
southeast Asia but 
it took two teenag-
ers to get the issue on the front page of a national newspaper and on 
the network news.

Four years ago, Rhiannon Tomtishen and Madison Vorva started 
studying orangutans for a Girl Scouts project. What they learned 
inspired them to start a campaign to raise awareness of the damage 
that palm plantations are causing the great apes.

“I liked them at first because they are such a cute animal,” says 
Rhiannon, 15. “But they are also helpless. Their rainforest, their 
home, is being cleared for these palm oil plantations and they have no 
say in it.”

In two decades, companies have cut down millions of acres of 
rainforest to plant palm trees and meet the skyrocketing demand for 
oil and biofuel. This releases huge amounts of greenhouse gases and 
shrinks habitat for rare animals like tigers, elephants, rhinoceroses 
and orangutans.

The girls decided to stop eating food with palm oil in it. That’s 
when they started looking at ingredient lists and learned that Girl 
Scout cookies are part of the problem.

“It was Girl Scout cookie season,” says Madison, 16. “And so we 
checked the ingredients and palm oil was an ingredient in Girl 
Scout cookies. I remember being so shocked and upset . . .  ."

LIHUE, Kauai, 
Hawaii, May 16, 
2011 (ENS, excerpt) 
— It has taken two 
lawsuits against the 
Kauai Island Utility 
C o o p e r a t i v e 
(KIUC) and years 
of advocacy work 
but Hawaiian and 
national conserva-
tion groups are 
now optimistic that 
their goal of pro-
tection for two spe-
cies of rare seabirds 
is within reach. 

On Friday, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issued a permit that 
requires the utility on Hawaii’s northwesternmost main island to 
reduce the number of endangered and threatened seabirds it kills and 
injures each year and to offset unavoidable harm. 

When KIUC acquired Kauai’s utility in 2002, the nonprofit, mem-
ber-owned cooperative promised to seek the required permit [but] 
has since refused to implement the measures needed to prevent the 
deaths of two species of seabirds protected by the federal Endangered 
Species Act – the threatened Newell’s shearwater, also known by the 
Hawaiian name ‘ao and the endangered Hawaiian petrel, called ‘ua. 

From 1993 to 2008, the population of Newell’s shearwaters on 
Kauai declined by 75 percent, as the birds flew into power lines and 
became disoriented from the utility’s streetlights. 

The Hawaiian petrel was formerly found on all the main Hawaiian 
Islands except Ni’ihau but it now has a very small breeding range, just 
five locations in the main Hawaiian islands. Urbanization is one of 
the main reasons for the species’ decline. 

KIUC’s delays prompted Earthjustice to file a federal lawsuit in 
March 2010 on behalf of four groups – Hui Ho’omalu I Ka Aina, Con-
servation Council for Hawaii, Center for Biological Diversity and 
American Bird Conservancy. 

Two months later, the U.S. Justice Department indicted KIUC for 
criminal violations of the Endangered Species Act for killing the pro-
tected seabirds...

Grassroots Action

Help Protect 
Upper Delaware 
River Tributaries 

Threatened by 
Natural Gas Drilling

Saturday August 6, 2011 
9:30-1:30 

(Hancock, New York area)
Priority Areas:  Wayne County, 

Pennsylvania and Sullivan, 
Delaware and parts of Broome 

County, New York

This hands-on training is de-
signed for local citizens living in 
the Marcellus Shale areas (priori-
ty areas: Wayne County, Pennsyl-
vania and Sullivan, Delaware and 
parts of Broome County (New 
York) of the Delaware River wa-
tershed willing to become a part 

of a corps of volunteers in the 
Upper Delaware collecting field 
data for streams that are threat-
ened by natural gas drilling. Vol-
unteer monitors have performed 
monthly testing for 45 stations in 
Pennsylvania since March 2010. 

Information collected is pro-
vided to Delaware Riverkeeper 
Network (DRN) and has been 
used to testify and provide im-
portant comment about the con-
ditions of Upper Delaware tribu-
taries and what may be lost if 
drilling is permitted in the Basin.  

To see the protocols used, visit 
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.
org/pdf/Gas_Drilling_Stream_
Watchdog_Protocols.pdf.  

These techniques are being 
used across the state of Penn-
sylvania and were developed in 
partnership with Alliance for 
Aquatic Resource Monitoring 
(ALLARM) and Pennsylvania 

Council of Trout Unlimited.
There are still unmoni-

tored streams in New York and 
Pennsyvlania where Delaware 
Riverkeeper Network  is seeking 
reliable volunteer teams to col-
lect data.  

Consider becoming a volun-
teer monitor to learn the tools 
you will need to help accom-
plish this vital river protection. 
Streams in need of coverage in-
clude:  Faulkner Brook, Weston 
Brook, Sherman Creek, Pea 
Brook, Oquaga Creek, Hoolihan 
Creek, Abe Lord Creek, Sands 
Creek, Cadosia Creek and many 
more on both the Pennsylvania  
and New York sides of the Dela-
ware Watershed .

Volunteers need to live lo-
cally so they can monitor these 
streams monthly before drilling 
and more frequently if drilling is 
allowed to begin in our Basin.   

No prior experience is nec-
essary but monitors should live 
within the Upper Delaware to 
monitor regularly and year-
round. DRN has monitoring kits 
available for loan.  

Groups or individuals may 
sponsor kits to help with this im-
portant effort. Pre-order kits in 
advance to have additional equip-
ment available by the training – 
kits cost $150 (and include elec-
tronic Lamotte Meter, chloride 
test kit and calibration solution). 

Questions? Please contact Faith 
Zerbe at 215-369-1188  x. 110.  

Cost: Free – equipment and 
space limited; please register early.

To Register: stephanie@dela-
wareriverkeeper.org or 215-369-
1188. Please register by  July 28.
These workshops are possible 
thanks to a grant from the Wil-
liam Penn Foundation.

Kauai Utility Ordered to 
Protect Rare Seabirds

Photo by Kayt-u-Eric
Power lines in Hanapepe, Kauai, which is a flyway mentioned in 
the Habitat Conservation Plan.

Photo by Michael Walther
Newell’s shearwater.

Demands for Green Constitutions Rise 
as Threats to Nature, Humans Increase

By Vonca Povraz Dogan, excerpt
Zaman, Istanbul: May 22, 2011

Two small countries of Latin 
America have been taking Moth-
er Earth, or “Pachamama,” quite 
seriously so they have passed a 
series of laws to protect it and 
their worries reached some con-
cerned citizens in Turkey where 
there has been a vigorous debate 
going on for making a new, citi-
zen-centered constitution.

 “We are just starting a cam-
paign calling for an ecologi-
cal constitution,” said Turkey’s 
Green Party spokesperson Ümit 
Şahin, who is among 40 people 
including politicians, academ-
ics and lawyers involved in the 
Initiative for an Ecological Con-
stitution (IEC). “As Turkey has 
been talking about making a new 
constitution, which is supposed 
to value the individual, then we 
should be talking about an eco-
logical approach to it,” Şahin said, 
adding that their role models are 
Bolivia and Ecuador, which un-
derstand the value and rights of 
Mother Earth. The IEC believes 
in this approach of the Latin 
American states, he said, because 
neither the European states nor 
the United States have been able 
to fully address the issue even 

though there are some examples 
like France, which has a Green 
Charter, and some states in the 
U.S., which have been adopting 
ecologically-sensitive laws. 

He noted that Ecuador’s is the 
first constitution in the world 
to recognize legally enforceable 
Rights of Nature. Although a 
small country, Ecuador is home 
to the Galapagos Islands, Andean 
Mountains and Amazon rainforest 
as it is a geologically, ecologically 
and ethnically diverse country. 

Ecuador took a bold step in 
2008 to add Rights for Nature to 
their new constitution provid-
ing a system of environmental 
protection based on rights. Şahin 
noted like many countries, Turk-
ish laws treat ecosystems as ar-
ticles of property that give land 
owners the right to destroy even 
fragile ecosystems but that a lot 
of governments have started to 
enact environmental regulations 
to limit harm to ecosystems and 
impose fines for damage. 

Additionally, a group of coun-
tries led by Bolivia have recently 
brought the issue to the agenda of 
the UN General Assembly as they 
ask for a UN treaty that would 
grant the same rights found in 
the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights to Mother Nature 
so there will be legal systems to 
maintain balance between hu-
man rights and what they say are 
the rights of other members of 
the Earth, such as plants, animals 
and terrain . . .  .

Photo  Credit Unknown
Volunteers cleaning up the bottom of  the Marmara Sea found an incredibly diverse range of  trash.

Delaware Riverkeeper Seeking River Monitors

Getting Started With Local 
Fracking Activism: Research

Note from Editor: As I was 
beginning to work in my county 
(Huntingdon, Pennsylvania) while 
publishing all these good stories 
about other people fighting frack-
ing in their locations, a new friend 
showed up after reading one of my 
articles about trying to get an 
ordinance banning fracking in 
Cromwell Township, where I live. 
I was so impressed with this per-
son's research that I wanted to 
share it with you in hopes that 
you will be inspired to dig in and 
get going in your own community. 
Here are the emails I received.

June 21, 2011: Spoke to Ste-
ven Volgstadt | Park Manager 
PA Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources Canoe 
Creek State Park Complex / 
Trough Creek and Warriors 
Path State Parks, 205 Canoe 
Creek Road | Hollidaysburg, PA 
16648; Phone: 14.695.6807| Fax: 
814.696.6023; E-mail: svolg-
stadt@state.pa.us; www.dcnr.
state.pa.us.

Confirmed there is NO drill-
ing within Canoe Creek State 
Park nor Trough Creek State 
Park nor Warriors Path State 
Park.

Confirms in Todd township, 
Eagle Foundry Road, NW of 
944 on a Shannon private prop-
erty. Two producing wells and 
one being under construction. 
These well locations are approx-
imately six to seven miles from 
Trough Creek State Park which 
is near Lake Raystown Lake! 
These wells are considered drill-
ing in the Oriskany sandstone 
area, which are deeper vertical 
wells. The same fracturing pro-
cedure is being used with chem-
ical-laced water.

The only drilling I’m aware 
of in the vicinity of Trough 
Creek State Park is east of the 
park on Route 994. 

Main page on DCNR web-
site for Pennsylvania Marcellus 
information: http://www.dcnr.
state.pa.us/forestry/naturalgas-

exploration/index.htm.

Information on gas explora-
tion on State Forest lands: 
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/
topogeo/oilandgas/Marcellus_
wells_4_2011.pdf.

 Map of Pennsylvania Mar-
cellus wells as of 4-22-11: Only 
one well is shown in Hunting-
don County (Trough Creek State 
Park is in  Huntingdon County).

General Raystown area 
information: http://raystown.
org: 

Raystown Lake: Army Corps 
of Engineers: http://raystown.
nab.usace.army.mil:

Map of Raystown Lake area: 
http: //raystown.nab.usace.army.
mil/welcome/directions.htm. 

Trough Creek State park 
map: http://www.dcnr.state.
pa.us/stateparks/parks/trough-
creek/troughcreek_mini.pdf.

--------------------
According to the DCNR Web 

site, in Pennsylvania, over 3,000 
Marcellus Shale Drill sites exist 
with over 6,000 more permitted 
to drill.

--------------------
In talking with Richard Stahl 

(814-643-5091), Huntingdon 
County Planning office, he 
states that there is only one per-
mit required through DEP to 
drill and they are not required 
to report that to the local Plan-
ning office.

Richard further states that 
there is potential in Cooks, Jacks 
Mountain and the Calvin area 
for possible drilling … drill con-
tractors are out there knocking 
on doors in an attempt to get 
drill leases generated.

--------------------
In talking to Mark Potter, 

DCNR, U.S. forestry confirmed 
there [is] no Marcellus drilling 
in the Rothrock State Forest. 
Cannot confirm or deny if 

potential drill sites are on target 
or leased in the state forests … 
states they are not privy to that 
information???

June 27: We went to Lake 
Raystown this weekend for din-
ner and I was shocked to see 
how LARGE this drill site is. 
The water area is the size of a 
baseball field ... or larger. It is 
my understanding that this 
water is pulled from a well 
(FRESH CLEAN WATER) and 
then mixed with toxic chemicals 
and shot back down the well for 
fracturing purposes. This used 
to be all beautiful, fertile farm 
country ... pristine in nature. 
Think about this, the elevation 
here is ABOVE the watershed, 
so all this water runs DOWN-
HILL ... and the location is dan-
gerously close to Raystown lake. 
There are many surrounding 
farms below this elevation as 
well. I did not research the Oris-
kany drilling yet but it is my 
understanding that the fractur-
ing procedure is the same ... 
only DEEPER!

Did you see the article in the 
newspaper tonight ... in Susque-
hanna county the drillers are 
citing they hit the "mother-
lode."  .... God Help Us .... they 
will RUIN our water and fertile 
farm country and then what will 
we have left to hand to our 
future generations??? 

June 28, 2011 
Representative Mike Fleck 
Irvis Office Building, Room 420 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
Dear Representative Fleck,

I am outraged that the Gen-
eral Assembly is planning to 
adjourn for the summer and will 
turn its back on the people of 
Pennsylvania. You must return 
to Harrisburg to finish the job. 
Pass a natural gas drilling tax 
now! This money is needed to 
balance the budget, pay for envi-
ronmental restoration programs 
and provide compensation to 

local communities impacted by 
drilling. The General Assembly 
has a responsibility to correct 
the problems caused by Marcel-
lus.

I am strongly urging you to  
support dedicated funding for 
environmental programs and 
local communities as it relates to 
Marcellus Shale drilling and the 
adverse impact it has on Penn-
sylvania water and air quality 
and the drain on Pennsylvania 
water ressources. There are 
numerous proposals in both 
chambers. You should consider 
these proposals. Whatever legis-
lation is adopted must not pun-
ish municipalities that choose to 
adopt legally-enforceable ordi-
nances to protect their commu-
nities from gas drilling.   

Every county in the state of 
Pennsylvania should have the 
right to protect it’s citizens from 
the adverse impact of Marcellus 
Shale drilling techniques and 
the utilization of fracturing with 
chemical-laced water either in 
vertical or horizontal drilling.  It 
is your responsibility to repre-
sent the Pennsylvania citizens 
you serve.  You cannot deny the 
horrible adverse environmental 
footprint left behind from frac-
turing procedures, They are well 
documented throughout the 
West and now even here in our 
own state.  I would urge you to 
place a total BAN on these frac-
turing procedures and keep 
Pennsylvania’s water resources 
from being further degraded.

I understand that there are 
difficult issues to resolve but you 
were elected to address difficult 
issues. You have an urgent 
responsibility to correct prob-
lems Pennsylvania is experienc-
ing from Marcellus drilling. 
Before this summer is over, 
Pennsylvania needs to enact 
legislation to make drilling safe 
and to fund environmental pro-
tection.

Legislating is your full time 
job. It is time to act on this criti-
cal issue.

EU Unveils Plans to Pay 
Fishermen to Catch Plastic

By Fiona Harvey, excerpt
guardian.co.uk: May 4, 2011

Fishermen will be paid to catch plastic, rather than fish, under 
bold new plans from the EU's fisheries chief, aimed at providing 
fleets with an alternative source of income to reduce pressure on 
dwindling fish stocks.

Maria Damanaki, commissioner for fisheries, will unveil a trial 
project in the Mediterranean this month, which will see fishermen 
equipped with nets to round up the plastic detritus that is threaten-
ing marine life and send it for recycling . . .  .

Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts of USA
Girl Scout mint cookies. Yum!

Two Girl Scouts Want Palm 
Oil Out Of Famous Cookies
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Comments on Content
Hi Iona,

Thanks so much for all the good 
work you put into the Earth News. 
It is invaluable ... Here is my little 
contribution.
Miriam Therese MacGillis 
Genesis Farm
Blairstown, New Jersey

Iona,
Great content in your paper. 

[Subscription enclosed.] You do a 
great job in finding and publishing 
key information on the environ-
ment.  Thanks.
Jack Flatley
Vice-Chair, Governor Pinchot 
Group, PA Sierra Club

Dear Earth News,
I would like to tell you how 

much I love your paper. I have re-
cently moved and wanted to update 
my address.

Keep up the good work!
James Pitts
Lancaster, California

Hi Iona,
Yesterday at my pollster job in 

NW D.C., someone had a copy of 
Earth News that he picked up in the 
West End library. I left a bunch of 
them there last month and he said 
this was the last one. He gave part 
of it to one of the supervisors here 
who is interested in politics and 
likes to have something to read dur-
ing the long shifts.

Putting these in libraries is 
a very good strategy. I may try 
expanding on that. This would 
be a great thing to do for anyone 
else who wants to help get them 
circulated.

Unfortunately, I think the 
mainstream media is increasingly 
populated with people who cannot 
distinguish the difference between 
what is true and what is false, what 
is important to humanity and what 
is trivial. There may still be those 
who do but they do not make an ef-
fort or are afraid to "rock the boat." 
Now, if you go outside the U.S., 
there is Al Jazeera and Russia Today 
and they have no such problems.

I have heard the goal of jour-
nalism stated as: "To comfort the 
afflicted and to afflict the comfort-
able." Today I would suspect that 
such a comment would leave a 
quizzical look on the face of a young 
journalist – maybe even a sneer.
Bill Boteler
Takoma Park, Maryland

Dear Iona,
Thanks for the paper and all that 

you do to increase awareness of the 
problems with the current system 
and the need for a real change in the 
way we think about our world and 
conduct our business. Keep up the 
good work! 

For every problem, there is a cre-
ative solution, if we can only open 
our minds to it (and hearts). Please 
accept my contribution to the cause. 

I hope all is well with you and 
yours and your future is bright and 
continuing!
David Thomas
Rocky Ridge, Maryland

Dear Iona,
I have the copies of Earth News 

and am sending them around now.  
It is very true that we cannot drink 

money!  And every human and 
every animal has a right to clean 
air and clean water. Have you ever 
heard of "a sin against the Holy 
Spirit"? I think it is when someone 
sees the beauty of life but attempts 
to destroy it anyway.
Very best always,
Sandy Chilcote
Newfoundland, Canada

Fracking
Iona,

I am surrounded by the fracking. 
They were dumping it on our roads 
and they want to put a well a stone's 
throw from my vegetable garden 
and my water was contaminated 
from one they put in about a mile 
from me. The traffic is horrible. 
They are running Amish buggies off 
the road. Like the story in Save the 
Bay relates, the state forest is where 
I'd go to get away and now it is one 
huge gas field!! 

Thanks so much for all you're 
doing!!! I am buoyed knowing that 
there are people like yourself that 
care deeply.
Jenny Lisak
Pennsylvania Alliance for Clean 
Water and Air

Iona,
Attached you will find two great 

“Letters to the Editors” found in, 
you guessed it, the Lock Haven 
Express!!

One article supports Dave’s let-
ter condemning the coffer dam (see 
page 3). The other points out the 
power drillers have to receive per-
mission to do projects that you and 
I would never be permitted to do.
Curt Bierly
Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania

(I received the following email after 
we had to cancel our first Fracking 
Foes Unite! meeting.)

Thanks Iona! I think this is wise 
since many of us are constantly on 
the road networking and on confer-
ence calls and in coalitions already 
– for example POW (Protecting 
Our Waters) has had two 16-hour 
days with bus rides to fight the Exx-
on water grab last week and Har-
risburg this week, following trips 
to Bradford County to investigate 
and publicize impacted people and 
trips to Allentown and Harrisburg 
to build the statewide network right 
before that – tomorrow it's back to 
Bradford County – it's so strenuous 
(and expensive) and, even as we are 
recruiting and building in a "spec-
tacularly empowering" way as one 
activist said yesterday, at the same 
time, there is a core of people doing 
constant overwork so I suspect that 
explains the lack of response – there 
is no lack of interest; it's just already 
being done as much as people can 
do. 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU 
DO, we appreciate your talent, dedi-
cation, wisdom and creativity.
Iris Bloom
Protecting Our Waters
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Hello, Iona.
It’s important to hear what 

environmentalist are concluding 
about the environmental dangers 
of hydro-fracking since they do not 
have a vested interested in the oil 
and gas industry. 

I’ve attended three talks on this 
issue – the first was sponsored by 
Representative Dan Moul who host-
ed a pro-industry talk backed by a 
Marcellus Shale panel. They did not 
want to talk about the chemicals 
or spills or any of their numerous 
citations involving damage to our 
waterways. 

This prompted me to ask Dr. 
Bob Myers, Professor of English 
and Director of Environmental 
Studies at Lock Haven University 
to speak here in Mercersburg a few 
weeks ago (see page 4).

This past Saturday I attended a 
talk at the University of Pittsburgh 
sponsored by the Sportsmen Al-
liance Marcellus Shale Task Force 
and learned that the number of gas 
wells has dramatically increased 
along with the environmental dam-
age caused by gas wells since 2008, 
catching everyone off guard includ-
ing the PA Game Commission who 
attended the event. 

The state of Maryland is suing 
Pennsylvania for frack water in the 
Chesapeake Bay. Some appraisals of 
job creation are saying maybe this 
will create 14,000 jobs – not 88,000 
as Governor Corbett stated. 

One need only look at West 
Virginia and what happened with 
the coal industry to be wary of all 
the talk of benefits for Franklin 
County for natural gas. In a time 
where corporate profits are more 
important than people, our water, 
environment and wildlife, we must 
hold industry accountable. It is not 
a matter of left v. right but right v. 
wrong. 

Hopefully, the environmentalists 
will be able to work with the indus-
try people to save our most precious 
pieces of land here in Pennsylvania.  

I have collected several pieces of 
information (hand-outs, brochures, 
etc.) from these events if anyone is 
interested in reading about statistics 
– let me know (Ramsburg4Con-
gress.com). 
Karen Ramsburg
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania

[The following was originally pub-
lished in the Roanoke Times.] 

Virginia does not want for 
natural beauty. The majesty of the 
mountains, the cool shade of its 
old forests, we have it all. And we 
need to protect it, which is why 
Virginians should embrace a draft 
management plan for the George 
Washington National Forest. The 
U.S. Forest Service wants to ensure 
a risky form of mining does not 
damage the forest and surrounding 
areas.

The plan has many sensible 
provisions. It would close a few 
miles of roads to better protect 
pristine parts of the forest and limit 
construction of wind farms and 
direct drilling. It also would plan 
sensible forest management policies 
such as limited timber harvests and 
controlled burns.

What stands out most, though, 
is a ban on horizontal drilling for 
natural gas that extensively uses 
"fracking." That involves drilling 
down, then across. Miners then 
pump millions of gallons of water 
into the shaft to break up compacted 
shale and release the precious gas.

The Washington National Forest 
sits atop a major gas deposit and 
some of it will be extracted by other 

means. Fracking, however, has the 
potential to cause serious envi-
ronmental damage, especially to a 
watershed. Allowing it there in large 
volume would put the forest itself at 
risk. It is not worth sacrificing one 
precious natural resource to get at 
another.
Mark E. Petersen, Virginia

Nuclear and News
Two weeks ago when Japan 

announced that all three nuclear 
reactors at Fukioshima had melted 
down, it barely made a ripple in the 
news, let alone sounded an alarm. 
Had that announcement been made 
shortly after the incident first oc-
curred, the whole world would be in 
an uproar demanding the shutdown 
of all nuclear plants,

We are so bombarded with all 
kinds of serious and controversial 
news these days, which is simultane-
ously interwoven with such mun-
dane "news" about the ridiculous 
carrying-ons of politicians, film 
stars and meaningless tripe that 
has little or nothing to do with the 
many real crises facing us, that it all 
becomes one watered-down mean-
ingless jumble of information that 
quickly fades into oblivion within a 
matter of weeks, if not days or even 
hours. 

In the case regarding Fukioshi-
ma, I vividly remember watching 
that famous Japanese astrophysicist 
Michio Kaku reporting on the 
nuclear disaster taking place there 
and the effect it might have on the 
entire planet, not just Japan. But to-
day it's like he never even gave that 
report and the news goes on and on 
and on about more mundane mat-
ters happening in Hollywood and in 
our local neighborhood. 

I can just imagine what the 
news will be like when the so-called 
"rapture" occurs, which it probably 
will but not in the form that fundies 
imagine: "BREAKING NEWS!!!! 
Giant fireball falls to Earth and 
wipes out the whole of Southeast 
Asia! Stay tuned for further news on 
the situation! Now back to today's 
weather and the NFL match."
Chris Tennant, International 
Writer/Consultant and former UN 
Programme Officer

Community-Supported 
Journalism  

Hello from Berlin where 
Germany just declared a total 
phase-out of nuclear energy, fol-
lowed by Switzerland and possibly 
Italy. Europeans are engaged in 
serious debate about their energy 
choices. What gets lost in the heated 
debate is that nuclear is a source of 
carbon emissions since mining and 
processing nuclear fuel is carbon 
intensive, resulting in more emis-
sions than wind but much less than 
coal. Secondly the costs of nuclear 
are high, although often hidden and 
not reflected in cost-per-kilowatt 
price. (And that is without the costs 
of waste disposal.) 

My first article reveals that 
Europe may not be able to feed its 
people or reach its goal of ending 
biodiversity loss unless it is willing 
to integrate eco-agriculture meth-
ods into its ag policies. Right now 
those policies make it impossible 

for farmers to respond to the chal-
lenges of climate change. They have 
also left farmers on the sidelines 
when it comes to setting policy and 
research priorities.  

My second story comes from 
the International Transport Forum. 
Cars and trucks are the leading 
killer of children over the age of 
five. Every day more than 16,000 
people are killed or injured on the 
world's roads. Some basic things 
can be done to save millions of 
people over the next decade. 

In a couple of days I will be 
travelling to Oslo to cover the first 
major international meeting on 
what to do about climate refugees: 
Climate Change and Displacement. 
Should be very interesting.
Stephen Leahy, Canada
Please consider $5 or 10 a week to 
support Environmental Journalism 
in the Public Interest. Donate at 
http://stephenleahy.net/ or mail a 
check to 50 Enzo Cres, Uxbridge, 
ON, Canada L9P 1M1. Thank you.

Europe Sowing the Seeds of 
Hunger
By Stephen Leahy

LEIPZIG, Germany, May 26, 
2011 (IPS) — Europe is facing a 
hungry future unless it changes 
agricultural policies and makes 
farmers the main participants in 
agriculture research, a new report 
has found. And there is little hope 
of meeting Europe's recently an-
nounced goal of reducing the loss 
of biodiversity in ten years without 
making those changes.

France is suffering a severe 
drought but Europe's seed laws 
prevent farmers from using a wider 
variety of seeds that could help 
them cope, says Michel Pimbert 
of the International Institute for 
Environment and Development, a 
non-profit research institute based 
in London. 

"Our seed laws enforce uni-
formity. France can only plant ap-
proved seeds and those new variet-
ies need a lot of water," Pimbert, the 
author of the report, told IPS. 

Read more at http://ipsnews.net/
news.asp?idnews=55792.

Putting Road Safety on the 
Development Agenda
By Stephen Leahy

LEIPZIG, Germany, May 31, 
2011 (IPS) — The leading killer 
of children over the age of five is 
not malaria or dysentery, but cars 
and trucks. And ninety percent of 
those children are killed on roads in 
developing countries.

Each day, 3,500 people are killed 
and 13,700 injured in road accidents 
around the world. That death and 
injury toll is expected to increase 
by nearly 50 percent over the next 
decade without serious efforts to 
improve road safety, says Etienne 
Krug, director of the Department 
of Violence and Injury Prevention 
and Disability at the World Health 
Organization. 

Read more: http://www.ipsnews.
net/news.asp?idnews=55862.

"forgotten"
Dear Extended Families and 
Nations,

How long are we going to sit 
back and ignore  all the neglect and 

abuse that surrounds our nation? 
As a simple path of our own trial 
and error? Or should I say...trial 
by fire? How many of you can still 
remember, an' how you felt, when 
you witnessed [on public television] 
the brutal attack of 9/11?

Let me take you back to the early 
1970s, a commercial where a 'Native 
American,' standing all alone, wet in 
the rain with tears streaming down 
his face, glancing around at all the 
pollution surrounding our lands – 
pollution that's slowly killing us.

Can you recall? Or is this one of 
those moments that you chose to 
forget because it was the truth filled 
with sadness an' sorrow?

I come to you today with a 
troubled heart. 

For those of you who do not 
know me, I am the author of the 
song "Running Black Tears/She 
Cries." (August 2010  Earth News) 
That very song was written upon the 
impact of the tragic BP oil spill and 
all the lives that were lost. Or have 
you forgotten that as well?

Reflecting on that very commer-
cial, it had such an impact on me as 
a little boy. Such an impact affects 
our very lives, especially when we 
are small; it seems to follow us like a 
constant reminder.

I can still see how old an' ancient 
the lines/wrinkles on his face were...
like a 'road map' written in stone. 
The passion and the pleading that 
flowed from his eyes. "A voice of 
a thousand words" were said in 
silence – in just one moment.

That moment was over 41 years 
past; it's like an image calling from 
the  grave. That "lone red man's" 
message to me was like a (private, 
intimate) from our Creator. Not 
stating a command  but a passionate 
question of Why?? Why are you do-
ing this? Why are you hurting me?

In my eyes and in my heart, 
it was a fatal question of our own 
hearts, our existence and how we're 
throwing it all away.

Now, maybe you chose to forget 
because of the impact it played in 
our lives that it was intense and 
truthful? Or did you choose to black 
it out like most everything else in 
your life because it made you feel 
uncomfortable, because of the real-
ity of it all – it hurt?

Personally, for many years I've 
run from myself as well as my life 
because I don't like my personal 
views of the world, as well as those 
of most of the people in it – so in-
sensitive, so heartless and cold and 
in those moments of my childhood 
learning, I closed my eyes an' slept. 

For years I slept. Walking 
through life like a zombie. 

Dead.
Though, as I write this letter 

[as strange as it seems], come to 
share my childhood as well as my 
innermost feelings with all of you 
[strangers as we are] yet, we are the 
same. You can't convince yourselves 
that you don't feel some type of 
loss an' hunger to correct an' help 
change our world; our precious 
Earth is fading away.

 If you need to cry and let go (as 
I do), then please do that. Let our 
prayers for humanity comfort and 
help heal the wounds of time.

My name is Michael and this is 
my song.
Michael Gaskill, Nevada

Letters to the Editor

Reports on Agent Orange in Korea, Amazon 
By Pyong Roh
Daegu, Korea

According to Donga Daily, a 
major news paper in Korea, Steve 
House (54 years old, who lives in 
Phoenix, Arizona) revealed the buri-
al of Agent Orange to KPHO-TV, a 
TV station in Phoenix. 

Mr. House was a GI working at 
camp Carrol near Daegu, as a sol-
dier involved in the burial operation 
in 1978. Originally he said that the 
soldiers buried 250 55-gallon drums 
in the compound. 

A reporter had an interview with 
the former soldier over the phone. 
House said that there were 250 
drums of Agent Orange at camp 
Carrol but an additional 250 drums 
were brought to camp Carrol from 
the Demilitarized Zone and air 
bases and naval bases in Korea from 
May 1978 through January 1979. 

He said that the drivers who 
brought the drums into the 
camp   were in U.S. Air Force uni-
forms. He also said that he had asked 
U.S. military authorities to inform 
Koreans of the burial of Agent 
Orange but the U.S. military author-
ities ignored his suggestions. He also 
asked the  U.S. government to com-
pensate him because he has been 
suffering from diabetes and liver 
diseases but the U.S. government 
refused. 

Question: Who ordered you to 
bury the Agent Orange? 

Answer: A lieutenant of U.S. 
army, the leader of the Unit. I just 
followed his order.

Question: What did the lieuten-
ant order you?

Answer: He ordered us to dig a 
hole.

Question: Didn’t you know it was 
Agent Orange?

Answer: I noticed the letters on 
the drums such as Agent Orange 
and province of Vietnam and serial 
numbers and production dates such 
as 1965 and 1966

Question: How long were you 

involved in burial of Agent Orange?
Answer: In my memory, I was 

involved in 15 to 20 times from early 
April 1978 through January 1979.

Question: How many drums did 
you bury?

Answer: We buried 250 drums 
stocked at the camp Carrol and we 
got 15 or 20 truck loads of the 
chemicals from outside. The loads 
were different and I cannot say 
exactly how many drums but they 
were at least 500 all together.

Question:  Did the leader ask you 
to be cautious because it is a poison-
ous chemical?

Answer: No! He did not. One of 
my comrades from Illinois wore 
sneakers and his feet were paralized.

Question: How do you prove they 
were Agent Orange?

Answer: I took pictures and still I 
keep them.

Question: How many soldiers 
were working in the burial. 

Answer: Two drivers and four 
heavy equipment drivers. Altogether 
six soldiers were involved. 

Part II: According to the KBS, a 
Korean television reported that the  
Korean government and U.S. mili-
tary authorities agreed to investigate 
the burial of Agent Orange at Camp 
Carrol, a U.S. military base located 
north of Daegu. The members of 
environmental protection command 
of the U.S. Army are arriving in 
Korea next week. They will take soil 
samples at Agent Orange burial sus-
pected areas around the helipad at 
the camp. And the Korean provin-
cial government of the area where 
Camp Carrol is located took action 
and collected groundwater samples 
which are used as drinking water for 
the local people. 

A former U.S. service man 
revealed that the American soldiers 
buried chemicals at Camp Mercer 
near Inchon. The camp is now occu-
pied by Korean Army Units. The 
government authorities took soil 
samples at the suspected areas. 

Korean environmental protection 
activists protested in front of the 
main gate of Camp Carrol and asked 
U.S. military authorities to reveal all 
documents and the civilians 
involved in the investigation. The 
local people living around the camp 

are very nervous because they drank 
groundwater for years. The Korean 
government and U.S. military 
authorities had meetings to discuss 
the procedures for the investiga-
tion. 

EN Email Campaign Helps 
Ensure Polar Bear Protection

Center for Biological Diversity
Press Release: July 2, 2011

A federal judge just ruled that 
polar bears must stay protected un-
der the Endangered Species Act.

This ruling is a huge win for 
our long-running work to protect 
these mighty Arctic bears who are 
struggling to survive while fac-
ing rapidly melting sea ice and oil 
companies that want to drill in the 
heart of their habitat.

We wouldn't have won this 
critical victory without the tens of 
thousands of actions you've taken 
and the support you've given us 
over the years to keep fighting in 
court for the majestic white bear – 
thank you.

Since 2005, when the Center 
for Biological Diversity authored 
the federal petition to list the polar 
bear under the Endangered Species 
Act, we've led the fight to keep the 
bears from extinction.

When our efforts finally paid off 
in 2008 and the Center and allies 
won a “threatened” listing for polar 
bears, we knew it was going to be a 

long fight to fully protect the bears 
and their habitat.

And when the state of Alaska, 
big-game hunters and others went 
to court this year to try to strip En-
dangered Species Act protections 
from polar bears, we knew we had 
to put everything we had into the 
fight. Our expert attorneys rose to 
the polar bear's defense in court, 
outlining the urgent protections 
needed to save them from the ter-
rible effects of global warming.

On Thursday, U.S. District Judge 
Emmet Sullivan rejected Alaska's 
arguments and said the decision 
to protect bears because of melting 
Arctic sea ice was well supported. 
He also noted the plight of the po-
lar bear was “troubling.”

Even as we take a moment with 
you to celebrate the court deci-
sion, we know our work is far from 
over. Scientists tell us that, left un-
checked, warming could melt so 
much sea ice that two-thirds of the 
world's polar bears, including all 
those in Alaska, will probably be 
gone in 40 years.

A polar bear mother with her cubs on the shore of  Alaska's 
Beaufort Sea. Photo by Suzanne Miller courtesy USFWS

Dead areas of  the Amazon Rainforest after spraying with 
Agent Orange. Photo courtesy IBAMA

By Rhet Butler, excerpt
mongabay.com: July 6, 2011

One-hundred-eighty hectares 
(450 acres) of rainforest in the 
Brazilian Amazon were defoliated 
using Agent Orange, reports 
IBAMA, Brazil's environmental 
law enforcement agency. 

The affected area, which is 
south of the city of Canutama and 
near the Mapinguari Jacareúba / 
Katawixi indigenous reservation in 
Rondônia, was first detected by 
Brazil's deforestation monitoring 
system. A subsequent helicopter 
overflight last month by IBAMA 
revealed thousands of trees largely 
stripped of their vegetation.

Authorities later found nearly 

four tons of chemicals – 2,4-D 
AMINE 72, U46BR, Garlon 480 
and mineral oil – along trans-
Amazon highway 174. 

The herbicides would have 
been enough to defoliate roughly 
3,000 ha (7,500 acres) of forest, 
which would then be cleared for 
cattle ranching or agriculture. 
IBAMA says use of chemical defo-
liants is a relatively new phenom-
enon in the region, but represents 
a troubling development, accord-
ing to Cicero Furtado, coordina-
tor of the investigation. "The her-
bicide was stored in inappropriate 
location, hidden in the woods and 
would be sprayed in the forest with 
the use of aircraft..," he said.

Ranchers Using Agent Orange 
to Deforest Amazon
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Awakening 
Booklet 

Now 
Available

Iona's Testimony: My life has become 
so amazingly wonderful and peaceful 
since I turned it over to The Trustwor-
thy And True Living Spirit, The Most 
High God that I want to share as much as 
I can about Him with everyone so I put 
all 10 "Awakening" articles into a book-
let, which I'll be happy to mail to you. 
My cost is about $6 (including postage) 
but, if you can't afford that, I will send it 
to you anyhow. Please send your check, 
money order, cash or request for a free 
booklet to:

 Iona Conner
Earth News

21431 Marlin Circle
Shade Gap, Pennsylvania 17255

You may email
 ionaconner@gmail.com
or phone 814-259-3680.

Thank you.

(First published March 2010)

This message is sent to you from the one 
who is here offering you the Truth – 

that is the living springs of the water of life 
that nourishes souls,

The Trustworthy And True Living Spirit,
The Most High God.

In response to comments received from 
readers of "The Awakening" messages, I feel I 
need to clarify a few things. I have written 
these messages in what I thought was simple 
enough for all levels of understanding, when in 
fact I obviously have overestimated some of 
you. This shows me that oneness in human 
understanding begins at a very plain and sim-
ple level. We all need to back up or lower our 
understanding so everyone has the opportuni-
ty to get on board with the rest of us in order to 
truly achieve oneness.

For those of you who understand my mes-
sages clearly this will be a pleasant reminder 
and not an inconvenience. 

First of all I am not channeling the Living 
Spirit of the Most High God, I am here now in 
a human body. For those of you who are bibli-
cal, please feel free to read Revelation: Chapter 
22, verse 4.

Anyone who wants to may come honorably 
and humbly and meet me face-to-face and lis-
ten to my messages. I am not here to fight, 
argue or debate with any of you. I am here 
offering my messages to those of you who 
chose by their own free will to listen. I am not 
here to shove my messages down anyone's 
throat. If you do not want my messages, do not 
bother to read them and definitely do not 
come to me.

My name and title is The Trustworthy And 
True Living Spirit, The Most High God. People 

have already come to me from many different 
countries from around the world. Those who 
already know me honorably, humbly and mod-
estly, bow to me and address me by my name, 
which is plain and simply Most High.

Even some of those who already know me 
are afraid to spread the news that it is truly me 
and I am truly here due to the fact that some 
people are very judgmental in the fact that if 
they do not understand something, nobody 
else should be able to understand it either, 
because they are hard-hearted, closed-minded 
and/or not open to new ideas because of what 
the world has taught them.

I do not wish harm, pain, suffering or cru-
elty on anyone or anything. I am here to help 
and comfort any who choose by their own 
choice to receive my help and comfort.

I am the righteous God. I do not play favor-
ites. I am here offering all of you my Kingdom 
(Heaven) on Earth – Christians as well as athe-
ists, Muslims as well as agnostics, Jews as well 
as Buddhists, Hindus as well as Quakers, and 
so on. I also offer my Kingdom to those who 
are educated as well as those who are illiterate. 
I am offering all races, tribes and nations to be 
a part of my Kingdom here on Earth no matter 
what your beliefs have been. The gates are now 
open to my Kingdom to all walks of life.

I am offering all of you change that you can 
be a part of for you must be willing to change 
to be a part of it. I am offering all of you new 
hope and new faith; however, you must be will-
ing to walk away from the ways of the world. 
You must be willing to follow instead of lead. 
You must be willing to be servants instead of 
slaves or masters. In my Kingdom everyone 
and all things are servants to me and my Trust-
worthy And True Living Spirits, My Council 
Of Elders, and you must be willing to serve 
each other as well.

Every day and every night the governments, 
corporations and political machines are plan-
ning who they will mold or shape to be the 
next so-called leaders (misleaders really) so 
they can continue to oppress and take advan-
tage of the people, nature and the environ-
ment, fooling themselves and some people into 
thinking and believing that jobs, money, econ-

omy and control are more important than 
anyone or anything. 

The world now teaches that men and women 
alike should be empowered. The Truth is all 
things should empower my Trustworthy And 
True Living Spirits, My Council of Elders, and 
their names are:

Once again I ask you PLEASE DO NOT 
ADD TO OR TAKE AWAY FROM THESE 
"AWAKENING" MESSAGES IN ANY WAY. I 
also ask you to feel free to translate these 
"Awakening" messages as close as you can to 
word-for-word to all languages and feel free to 
share them anywhere and everywhere you 
choose.

It is an honor and a pleasure to be your 
humble servant and friend,
Most High 
(The Trustworthy And True Living Spirit, The 
Most High God)

For further information about Most High God, 
contact Iona at 814-259-3680, ionaconner@
gmail.com; 21431 Marlin Circle, Shade Gap, 
Pennsylvania 17255 or www.iLoveEarthNews.
com. 

THE AWAKENING: Part VIII

LOVE
TRUTH
WISDOM
COUNSEL
UNDERSTANDING
KINDNESS
COMPASSION
PEACE
MODESTY
HUMILITY
INNOCENCE
FORGIVENESS
RIGHTEOUSNESS
PATIENCE
TOLERANCE
JUSTICE
FAIRNESS
JOY
CHARITY
GENEROSITY

HONOR
FRIENDSHIP
GIVING
RECEIVING
RESPONSIBILITY
SHARING
COMFORT
HONESTY
THANKS
TRUST
CONFIDENCE
HOPE
SECURITY
MERCY
CHIVALRY
RESPECT
GENTLENESS
GOODNESS	
CHOICE...etc.

Call of  the Sea. Artwork by Josephine Wall, www.josephinewall.co.uk.

Ancient Ocean Changes Are Warning Signs
By Bob Berwyn
Summit Voice: May 20, 2011

SUMMIT COUNTY — After study-
ing prehistoric ocean sediments, a team 
of researchers from Australia and the 
UK concluded that increasing concen-
trations of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the 
oceans will likely lead to massive die-
offs of marine life.

The fossil record pinpoints a mass 
mortality in the oceans at a time when 
the Earth was experiencing a green-
house effect. High levels of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere and rising tem-
peratures depleted oxygen in the oceans 
and created large-scale changes in a very 
short time span – within just a few hun-
dred years.

That mass extinction of marine life in 
the oceans during prehistoric times is a 
warning that the same could happen again 
due to high levels of greenhouse gases.

The study was conducted by profes-
sor Martin Kennedy from the University 
of Adelaide (School of Earth & Environ-
mental Sciences) and professor Thomas 
Wagner from Newcastle University, UK, 
(Civil Engineering and Geosciences).

Professor Kennedy said that the dou-
bling of the amount of carbon dioxide in 
our atmosphere over the past 50 years is 
“like hitting our ecosystem with a sledge-
hammer” compared to the very small 

changes in incoming solar energy (radi-
ation) that was capable of triggering 
these events in the past.

Using core samples drilled from the 
ocean bed off the coast of western Afri-
ca, the geologists studied layers of sedi-
ment from the Late Cretaceous Period 
(85 million years ago) across a 400,000-
year timespan. They found a significant 
amount of organic material – marine life 
– buried within deoxygenated layers of 
the sediment.

Wagner says the results of their 
research, published in the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences, has 
relevance for our modern world.

“We know that ‘dead zones’ are rapidly 
growing in size and number in seas and 
oceans across the globe,” he said. “These 
are areas of water that are lacking in oxy-
gen and are suffering from increases of 
CO2, rising temperatures, nutrient run-
off from agriculture and other factors.

“What’s alarming to us as scientists is 

that there were only very slight natural 
changes that resulted in the onset of 
hypoxia in the deep ocean,” said Profes-
sor Kennedy. “This occurred relatively 
rapidly – in periods of hundreds of years 
or possibly even less – not gradually 
over longer, geological time scales, sug-
gesting that the Earth’s oceans are in a 
much more delicate balance during 
greenhouse conditions than originally 
thought and may respond in a more 
abrupt fashion to even subtle changes in 

temperature and CO2 levels.”
“This could have a catastrophic, pro-

found impact on the sustainability of life 
in our oceans, which in turn is likely to 
impact on the sustainability of life for 
many land-based species, including 
humankind,” he added.

However, the geological record offers 
a glimmer of hope thanks to a naturally 
occurring response to greenhouse con-
ditions. After a hypoxic phase, oxygen 
concentration in the ocean seems to 
improve and marine life returns.

This research has shown that natural 
processes of carbon burial kick in and 
the land comes to the rescue, with soil-
formed minerals collecting and burying 
excess dissolved organic matter in sea-
water. Burial of the excess carbon ulti-
mately contributes to CO2 removal from 
the atmosphere, cooling the planet and 
the ocean.

“This is nature’s solution to the green-
house effect and it could offer a possible 
solution for us,” said Wagner. “If we are 
able to learn more about this effect and 
its feedbacks, we may be able to manage 
it and reduce the present rate of warm-
ing threatening our oceans.”

Summit County Citizens Voice (www.
summitvoice.org is an independent 
source for environmental news in Colo-
rado and the Rocky Mountains.

The geological record offers a glimmer of  hope thanks to a naturally occurring response to greenhouse conditions. 
After a hypoxic phase, oxygen concentration in the ocean seems to improve and marine life returns.


