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Grassroots Action

ASPCA Assists in
Interstate Transfer of

35 Rescued Puppies

ASPCA Alert: November 12,2010

In mid-October, the ASPCA
(American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals)
was contacted about an organi-
zation in North Dakota, the Cen-
tral Dakota Humane Society
(CDHS), which had seized 129
dogs from an alleged puppy
mill.

The raid had filled the CDHS
shelter to capacity, forcing the
agency to leave approximately 60
dogs at the mill until more shel-
ter space could be made. Accord-
ing to Sue Buchholz, CDHS shel-
ter director, all the rescued dogs
had parasites and were under-
weight; some were nearly dead of
starvation while others had old
wounds, ear infections, pregnan-
cies and other health issues.

It was clear that dogs had to
be moved out, and quickly - so
the ASPCA reached out to their
partners to see if there were any
organizations in the region will-
ing and able to accept a sizable
transfer of rescued dogs.

Colorado’s Humane Society
of Boulder Valley stepped for-
ward to take 35 canines but did

not have the resources to move
them to Colorado so the ASPCA
offered the use of their custom-
built animal transport vehicle.

On November 5th, the driver,
an animal assistant and a group
of mostly mixed-breed dogs
completed their journey of more
than 600 miles and arrived at
Boulder Valley. “Almost every
dog we received is highly social
but also highly fearful,” says Con-
nie Howard, Humane Society of
Boulder Valley Vice President of
Operations.

All 35 dogs were evaluated
and placed in the shelter’s behav-
ior modification program, where
trainers work with them indi-
vidually at least twice a day.
“They are struggling, of course,
with tasks such as walking on
leashes but overall are making
rapid progress and doing really
well” reports Howard. Most of
the dogs have been made avail-
able for adoption and two lucky
pups have already gone home
with new pet parents.

For more information visit
ASPCA.org’s Anti-Cruelty sec-
tion.

2011 Means New Penalties
for Worst Wildlife Violators

Daily News, Huntingdon
January 4, 2010, excerpt

Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion Executive Director Carl G.
Roe announced that on January
15t,  Pennsylvania officially
became the 36th member state of
the Interstate Wildlife Violator
Compact, under which the worst
of convicted wildlife violators
will stand to lose their hunting
privileges in all states enrolled in
the Compact.

"The coming new year will
bring a whole new penalty for
those who are convicted of some
of the worst violations of our
state's hunting laws,” Roe said.
"Pennsylvania will band together
with 35 other states in a united
front against convicted poachers,
who steal from all citizens, most
especially, law-abiding hunters...

Under the new law, the Game

Commission must report to
other Compact states those con-
victed of the following offenses
under Title 34 (Game and Wild-
life Code): hunting or furtaking
while on revocation; unlawful
use of lights to take wildlife; buy-
ing and selling game; hunting or
furtaking under the influence;
shooting at or causing injury to a
human; counterfeit, alter or forge
license or tag; threatened or
endangered species violations;
assault/interference or bodily
injury to a wildlife conservation
officer; illegal taking or posses-
sion of big game in closed season
and accumulated wildlife viola-
tions for which the penalty pro-
vided by Title 34 is no less than a
summary offense of the fourth
degree and the violation is not
the only violation in a 24-month
period ... ."

Photo by Albert Botha, Stornoway Productions
Valerie Stanley, who has written many, many good articles
for OE on vegetarianism and animal issues, is shown here
with her rescued horse, Judge. We wish her the best in her
continuing work on behalf of animals. She will write for us
occasionally in the future on similar issues.
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chromium-6 risk assessment, a
review the agency started in 2008
in response to new science show-
ing a link between chromium-6
ingestion and cancer. This risk
assessment, which would be the
first step to updating the drink-
ing water regulations, will be
finalized after an independent
scientific peer review in 2011.

Jackson told the senators that,
based on the draft risk assess-
ment, “EPA will likely revise
drinking water regulations to
account for this new science”
Revisions would only take place
after an independent science
panel has verified the underlying
science, she said.

Within days, the EPA will take
action to address chromium-6 in
drinking water, first assessing the
extent of the problem, then issu-
ing guidance to water system
operators on monitoring and
sampling programs for chromi-
um-6.

“It is clear that the first step is

to understand the prevalence of
this problem,” Jackson said.
“While the EWG study was infor-
mative, it only provided a snap-
shot in time. EPA will work with
local and state officials to get a
better picture of exactly how
widespread this problem is”

“We will also offer significant
technical assistance to the com-
munities cited in the EWG report
with the highest levels of chro-
mium-6 to help ensure they
quickly develop an effective
chromium-6 specific monitoring
program,” said Jackson.

“Strong science and the law
will continue to be the backbone
of our decision-making at EPA
said Jackson. “EPA takes this
matter seriously and we will con-
tinue to do all that we can, using
good science and the law, to pro-
tect people’s health and our envi-
ronment.”

*Zero is the only safe level of
exposure for carcinogens.

Photo courtesy Bruno Manser Fund

Samling bulldozers in the primary jungle near Ba Jawi, an immediate threat to the community and the region's unique biodiversity.
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Penan Go to Court to Defend
Heart of Borneo Rainforests

Bruno Manser Fund
December 21,2010

Ba Jawi community sues
logging group and Sarawak
government to protect
high-conservation-value
rainforest

BA JAWI (Sarawak), Malaysia — Sarawak’s
Upper Baram region has today lodged a col-
lective action lawsuit against Malaysian tim-
ber giant Samling and the state government
of Sarawak over 15,000 hectares (37,000 acres)
of primary rainforest in order to protect their
livelihood from being destroyed by logging.

The case was filed this morning by lead
plaintiff Lija Agan, headman of the tiny vil-
lage of Ba Jawi, and three other plaintiffs who
are claiming that the Ba Jawi forests have
been used since time immemorial by their
ancestors and urgently need to be protected
against logging. “About 200 years ago, the
ancestors of the plaintiffs were living in and
around Ba Jawi, exercising native customary
rights over the land in Ba Jawi and its vicini-
ty; the Penan’s statement of claim reads.
“They hunted and gathered food from the
forests and lived on sago (uvut) as their staple

food. The plaintiffs are presently exercising
these rights over that same land”

The Penan are claiming that a logging
licence held by Samling Plywood, a subsid-
iary of the Malaysian Samling group of com-
panies, should be rescinded since it was
issued by the Sarawak government in an
“unlawful, improper, unconstitutional and
therefore null and void” manner.

The new case is the fifth native customary-
rights case lodged by Eastern Penan commu-
nities from Upper Baram since 1998. It has
been prepared with assistance from the Bruno
Manser Fund and will be represented by the
renowned law office of Messrs. Baru Bian in
Kuching. The area covered by the Ba Jawi
claim is a key region of the Penan Peace Park,
a self-administered conservation region in
the Heart of Borneo, which was proclaimed a
nature reserve by 17 Penan communities in
November 2009 and covers twice the size of
Singapore. (See January 2010 OE.)

In February 2007, the governments of
Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei signed the tri-
partite “Heart of Borneo Declaration” in which
they committed themselves to protecting the
rainforests of central Borneo; however, the
declaration has not been followed by much
action on the ground. In December 2009, Sara-
walk’s director of forests, Len Talif Salleh, even
condemned the Penan Peace Park as an “ille-
gal” project that “tainted Sarawak’s image”

Photo courtesy Bruno Manser Fund
Giant tree in Ba Jawi’s virgin jungle, a
high-conservation value region within the
Penan Peace Park.

Bruno Manser Fund, Socinstrasse 37,
CH-4051 Basel, Switzerland; www.bmf.ch,
info@bmf.ch; telephone 41-61-261-94-74
(Switzerland) or www.penanpeacepark.org.

Helping Your Environment:
Downspout Disconnection

Submitted by Mare Cromwell
Baltimore, Maryland

Herring Run Watershed Association, 12/21/10

What is Downspout
Disconnection?

Downspout disconnection is the technical
term for diverting rainwater from rooftops
onto a vegetated surface rather than into the
storm sewer system.

In the City of Baltimore and parts of Bal-
timore County, most of the rain that falls is
conveyed directly to local streams via pipes,
culverts and storm drains. All water that is
not absorbed or otherwise retained where it
falls, is called stormwater or urban runoff.

In urban and suburban settings, a majori-
ty of precipitation becomes stormwater due
to the high percentage of impervious sur-
faces, which prevent the natural process of
water filtration. Impervious surfaces include
rooftops, roads, sidewalks and roofs.

Stormwater picks up nutrients, particula-
tes, sediment, debris, pathogens, heavy
metals, automobile fluids and toxins, deli-
vering them to the local stream and ultimate-
ly to the Chesapeake Bay. By disconnecting
downspouts, we will reduce the volume of
storm water as well as the pollutant load that
negatively impacts our waterways.

The Difference Between
a Connected and
a Disconnected Downspout

If your downspout is ‘connected, it con-
veys water from your roof directly to the road

Connected Downspouts

Disconnected Downspouts

and/or storm sewer pipes. Connected
downspouts cause stream bank erosi-
on, stream flooding and water pollution. A
‘connected” downspout looks like the pictu-
res on the left above.

If your downspout is ‘disconnected, it
conveys rain from your roof onto your yard,

helping to protect the streams. A ‘disconnec-
ted’ downspout looks like the pictures on the
right above.

Sign up today to do your part to protect our
streams! Contact Dana Puzey at 410-746-
4170 or dpuzey@jonesfalls.org.
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Setters 1o the “Editor

 Abvidbrstirt Doer Dearsf

The following poem came
with the attached note:

I've been driving 63 years
and had my first accident. Com-
ing home from church one eve-
ning a Momma deer ran in front
of my car. I was only doing 25
mph because it was dark and
wet. Threw her 10 feet forward.
Reflex action took over and I got

in the left lane so I wouldn't hit
her again.

Thank God no one was com-
ing or I would have been a gon-
er. Her baby did not follow her.
Thank God!

I couldn't sleep.

Next day I drove back and
she was lying on the side of the
road. It was a traumatic expe-
rience which I hope will never

Alere

be repeated. I suffered guilt for
weeks, until I wrote this poem.

The damage totaled $1,060
but I only paid $50.

At 83, age is catching up to
me so I have had to give up some
of my volunteer work, Even so, I
feel great.

Terry Carnila
Bedford, Pennsylvania.

I remember the last time I saw my mother.
It's hard to believe she would leave me

to care for myself.

Perhaps she didn't

love me as much as I thought she did.

She ran off without looking back and
then I saw the bright lights and heard

the awful sound.
can't forget it.
I retreated. Lay down and waited.

never came back.

It was horrible and I
Back into the woods

She

How will I ever 1live in these woods by
myself? Who will feed me? It's so

cold here and I miss lying next to her.
What will happen to me? Does anyone

ot er oave

care?

This letter arrived the same
week with this note:

At the grocery store my good
friend and EarthBridge poet told
me she was grieving deeply.

A deer came out of nowhere
and she hit it on Christmas morn-
ing on her way to her Mom's to

cook dinner for the family.

The deer did not die right
away and a father and son came
up. The father said he and his
son had been "trying’ to get that
sucker for a long time."

This made my friend cry even
more.

I asked her permission to re-

quest my Deer Clan Mother join
me in prayers for her and the
deer.

This poem came to me when
I got home.

Love,
Sunny War Eagle
Marianna, Florida

rather than those

I chose your car

to end my 1life

hunters without heart.
You shed your tears

so abundantly.

They would have cheered

and bragged over

my eight-point horn.
You shed your tears

so sincerely that

my deer-heart aches

Don't

rather than those
heartless hunters.

for your sorrow.
blame yourself
my gentle friend;
I chose your car

to end my 1life

Comments on Content

Dear Iona,

I am impressed with the amount
and quality of work/writing (in
the January 2011 Special Report
on the National People's Oil and
Gas Summit). One of the positives
of this frack attack by the oil
industry on all of us is that we
have built an incredible alliance of
progressive folks that is growing,
needs to grow more to meet the
industry push-back, and is inspir-
ing to be a part of.

Having delivered "real" papers
for seven years in the late '50s and
early '60s, I would greatly appreci-
ate at least three copies of your
paper.

Thanks for your work.

Peace,

Joseph J. Heath, Esq.

Onondaga Nation General Counsel
Syracuse, New York

(another response to last month's
Special Report from the man who
was responsible for all the great
aerial photos)

Thanks Iona! Awesome job pull-
ing all of this together. Thanks for
using and crediting our images.
John Ameos
SkyTruth.org.

(from the poet who wrote "domi-
nance of seeds” for our last issue)

Thank you, Iona. Beautiful pre-
sentation!

Your work on gas drilling and
the ruin that it causes, not to men-
tion how it is unnecessary, is very
eloquent and timely!

Merry Christmas and a Very
Happy New Year 2011 to you and
yours!

Best,
Sandy Chilcote
Newfoundland, Canada

Uranium in Shale
(Sent by Jerry Byars, excerpted
from Science Centric [News]:
‘Fracking' Mobilizes Uranium
in Marcellus Shale,
source University at Buffalo)

..University at Buffalo (UB)
researchers have now found that
the process called hydraulic frac-
turing or "fracking" also causes
uranium that is naturally trapped
inside Marcellus shale to be
released, raising additional envi-
ronmental concerns. The research
was to be presented at the annual
meeting of the Geological Society
of America in Denver on Novem-
ber 2.

Marcellus shale is a massive
rock formation that stretches from
New York through Pennsylvania,
Ohio and West Virginia and which
is often described as the nation's
largest source of natural gas.

"Marcellus shale naturally traps
metals such as uranium and at
levels higher than usually found
naturally, but lower than man-
made contamination levels," says
Tracy Bank, PhD, assistant profes-
sor of geology at UB's College of

Arts and Sciences and lead
researcher. "My question was, if
they start drilling and pumping
millions of gallons of water into
these underground rocks, will that
force the uranium into the soluble
phase and mobilize it? Will urani-
um then show up in groundwa-
ter?"

To find out, Bank and her col-
leagues at UB scanned the surfaces
of Marcellus shale samples from
Western New York and Pennsylva-
nia. Using sensitive chemical
instruments, they created a chem-
ical map of the surfaces to deter-
mine the precise location in the
shale of the hydrocarbons, the
organic compounds containing
natural gas.

"We found that the uranium
and the hydrocarbons are in the
same physical space,” says Bank.
"We found that they are not just
physically - but also chemically -
bound. That led me to believe that
uranium in solution could be
more of an issue because the pro-
cess of drilling to extract the
hydrocarbons could start mobiliz-
ing the metals as well, forcing
them into the soluble phase and
causing them to move around."

When Bank and her colleagues
reacted samples in the lab with
surrogate drilling fluids, they
found that the uranium was indeed
being solubilized.

In addition, she says, when the
millions of gallons of water used
in hydraulic fracturing come back
to the surface, they could contain
uranium contaminants, potential-
ly polluting streams and other
ecosystems and generating haz-
ardous waste.

The research required the use
of very sophisticated methods of
analysis, including one called
Time-of-Flight Secondary Ion
Mass Spectrometry, or T-F-SIMS,
in the laboratory of Joseph A.
Gardella, Jr., Larkin, Professor of
Chemistry at UB.

The UB research is the first to
map samples using this technique,
which identified the precise loca-
tion of the uranium.

"Even though at these levels,
uranium is not a radioactive risk,
it is still a toxic, deadly metal,"
Bank concludes. "We need a fun-
damental understanding of how
uranium exists in shale. The more
we understand about how it exists,
the more we can better predict
how it will react to "fracking."

Totally Frigid Winter

Dear Iona,

When I was a child in the 1940s
and 1950s, it was very cold in win-
ter in Korea. Sometimes it was 20°
C below zero (-4 degrees Fahren-
heit) and the wind from Mongolia
was very severe. The wind-chill
factor was below 30° C below zero.
In winter the weather had a unique
pattern. For three days it was very
cold and for the next four days it
was warm.

At that time Koreans were very
poor and wool sweaters were lux-
ury items and long johns were a

rare species. Gloves? Only chil-
dren from rich families could wear
gloves. Bathing? In wintertime we
had to walk two or three miles to
get to a public bathing place and
the fare was relatively expensive
and we could take a bath only for
special occasions.

We did not have enough extra
clothes to spare. And mothers had
to wash clothes in icy-cold water.
When it snowed, the temperature
went up and mothers washed
clothes of family members. At that
time mothers used firewood ashes
as soap. Mothers did everything to
keep their children warm but it
was very hard for them to do so.
We did not have enough firewood.
They burned firewood to cook
food and at the same time to heat
the stone floor in the evening. At
dawn the drinking water in a bot-
tle in the bedroom was frozen.

At that time farmers grew bar-
ley. They sowed the seeds in late
autumn. Barley grew up in early
winter and the farmers and chil-
dren stepped on the barley to stop
further growing. If they were well
grown up, the barley could not
stand cold temperatures and they
could be frozen to death.

Snow is good for barley too
because it becomes a blanket for
the plants in severely cold win-
ters.

Nowadays, the weather pattern
changed completely because of
global warming. Most people live
in condominiums and the space is
heated by natural gas. They live in
a completely different world.

The weather pattern is strange
here in Korea. In the past it was
mild for four days and cold for
three days in the winter. But it
does not run that way any more.
And we have a kind of local snow
storm. Korea is a small country
but snow pours in a certain area.
When it snows, it snows, heavy
snow. It is not predictable.

Take care,
Pyong Roh
Daegu, Korea

Eat Veggies!
(Submitted by Len Frenkel)

Head on over to TIME.COM
and check out the study just pub-
lished in the Archives of Internal
Medicine. This was a big study over
14 years, which found the higher
blood concentrations you have of
the antioxidant alpha-carotene -
found in a variety of vegetables -
the lower your risk of dying.

The lower amount of veggies
you eat . . . the quicker you perish.
How many more studies do you
need to underscore the obvious?
The last paragraph of the article
starts: "Americans could use a push
to eat more vegetables."

What it really should say:
"Americans could use a push to
eat only plants!"

Read the entire article at http://
healthland.time.com/2010/11/22/
study-veggies-still-really-good-
for-you. Also More on Time.com:
Five Ways to Get Oatmeal in Your
Diet, Deliciously.

News Submitted by Our Readers

Molokai Goes Solar

Submitted by Sunny War Eagle
Marianna, Florida (two articles)

By Rebecca Jacobs
Indian Country Today, December 8, 2010, excerpt

KAUNAKAKAI, Molokai — On the Hawaiian
island of Molokai, time moves slowly and life is
intentionally simple. Many Molokai residents rely
upon the fruits and vegetables they grow or the fish
they catch at sea to subsist as their ancestors have
for centuries. Additional supplies that cannot be
grown or acquired from within, arrive with a high
price tag from the U.S. mainland via Oahu, urging
most individuals to think locally.

This idea of self-sufficiency overlaps with the
increasing use of photovoltaic (PV) systems across
the island. The technology employs island compa-
nies and reduces the necessity of importing foreign
oil and gasoline (which costs, on average, almost $5
per gallon on Molokai) from the mainland.

Just last month, Molokai's Kualapu'u Public
Conversion Charter School, which has an enroll-
ment of more than 90 percent Native Hawaiian
students, completed the installation of its own
PV powerhouse. With a 50-kilowatt inverter and
189 total panels, the school will now be more self-
sufficient - putting an end to its once $10,000-per-
month electricity bill . .. .

Climate Refugees Documentary

By Terri Hansen, excerpt
Today

There is a new phenomenon in the global arena
called "Climate Refugees." A climate refugee is a
person displaced by climatically-induced, environ-

mental disasters. Such disasters result from incre-
mental and rapid ecological change, resulting in in-
creased droughts, desertification, sea-level rise and
the more frequent occurances of extreme weather
events such as hurricanes, cyclones, fires, mass
flooding and tornadoes. All this is causing mass
global migration and border conflicts. For the first
time, the Pentagon now considers climate change a
national security risk and the term "climate wars" is
being talked about in war-room-like environments
in Washington, D.C.

What's left of a small South Pacific atoll is barely
visible beneath the waves. Once filled with trees
and life, this island, part of the small island nation
of Tuvalu, has been swallowed by the ocean, a casu-
alty of climate change and rising sea levels.

Tuvalu is sinking. It will displace thousands of
people. "Nature used to be a very, very nice friend,"
said one Tuvaluan. "Now, nature is the enemy." A
middle-aged Tuvaluan woman tells documentary
film-maker Michael Nash that she knows, "We have
no chance to get out of here as refugees."

In his documentary film "Climate Refuges,"
Nash traveled the world documenting the human
consequences of climate change. "Many people say
Tuvalu will be the first country to go underwater,"
Nash said. "It's unsettling having to leave these peo-
ple. That grandmother is probably going to have to
swim for her life."

The United Nations's Dr. Koko Warner, one of
the experts interviewed in the film, said it's esti-
mated that, with sea-level rise, 42 small island de-
veloping states could fully disappear.

The Global Governance Project defines a climate
refugee as someone forced to leave their homeland
by "at least one of three impacts of climate change:
sea-level rise, extreme weather events or drought
and water scarcity." Political refugees can go to an-
other country; but environmental refugees can't go
anywhere.

The film looks at the millions of people, many of

them peasants and indigenous peoples, who will be
displaced as their homelands become increasingly
uninhabitable by the changes wrought by a warm-
ing climate . . . .

"Climate Refugees" is not yet abailable on
DVD. To learn more about future screenings, visit
http://web.mac.com/lathinktank/climaterefugees/
Screenings.html.

Science the GOP
Can't Wish Away

Submitted by Jane Geuder
Ellicott City, Maryland

By Sherwood Boehlert, excerpt
Washington Post, November 19, 2010

Watching the raft of newly-elected GOP law-
makers converge on Washington, I couldn't help
thinking about an issue I hope our party will better
address. I call on my fellow Republicans to open
their minds to rethinking what has largely become
our party's line: denying that climate change and
global warming are occurring and that they are
largely due to human activities.

National Journal reported last month that 19 out
of the 20 serious GOP Senate challengers declared
that the science of climate change is either incon-
clusive or flat-out wrong. Many newly-elected Re-
publican House members take that position. It is
a stance that defies the findings of our country's
National Academy of Sciences, national scientific
academies from around the world and 97 percent
of the world's climate scientists.

Why do so many Republican senators and rep-
resentatives think they are right and the world's
top scientific academies and scientists are wrong? I
would like to be able to chalk it up to lack of infor-

mation or misinformation.

I can understand arguments over proposed
policy approaches to climate change. I served in
Congress for 24 years. I know these are legitimate
areas for debate. What I find incomprehensible is
the dogged determination by some to discredit dis-
tinguished scientists and their findings.

In a trio of reports released in May, the pres-
tigious and nonpartisan National Academy con-
cluded that, "A strong, credible body of scientific
evidence shows that climate change is occurring, is
caused largely by human activities and poses signif-
icant risks for a broad range of human and natural
systems." Our nation's most authoritative and re-
spected scientific body couldn't make it any clearer
or more conclusive . . . .

While many in politics - and not just of my
party — refuse to accept the overwhelming scien-
tific evidence of climate change, leaders of some of
our nation's most prominent businesses have taken
a different approach. They formed the U.S. Climate
Action Partnership (USCAP). This was no collec-
tion of mom-and-pop shops operated by "tree hug-
gers" sympathetic to any environmental cause but,
rather, a step by hard-nosed, profit-driven capital-
ists. General Electric, Alcoa, Duke Energy, DuPont,
Dow Chemical, Ford, General Motors and Chrysler
signed on. USCAP, persuaded by scientific facts,
called on the President and Congress to act, saying,
"In our view, the climate change challenge will cre-
ate more economic opportunities than risks for the
U.S. economy."

There is a natural aversion to more government
regulation. But that should be included in the de-
bate about how to respond to climate change, not
as an excuse to deny the problem's existence. The
current practice of disparaging the science and the
scientists only clouds our understanding and delays
a solution. The record flooding, droughts and ex-
treme weather in this country and others are con-
sistent with the patterns that scientists predicted....
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THE AWAKENING:

(First published November 2009)

This message is sent to you by the one
who helps you to see and understand
what you may not have seen nor
understood before, The Trustworthy And
True Living Spirit, The Most High God.

For all of you whose names were
written in the Book of Life before the
world began, this should help to key
and/or jog your genetic memory of me.
As for any others, I would like you to
know a little more about me.

I am a true friend of all things in all
dimensions in all Creation. Those who
know me address me simply as Most
High and I address them as High. I am
not vengeful, wrathful, angry, jealous,
arrogant . . . etc. I have no need of these
things for I influence things, they do
not influence me, for you are less than
whatever controls you. In other words,

if something makes you angry, you are
less than whatever made you angry.

I am the spirit of love, wisdom, un-
derstanding, counsel, truth, compas-
sion, mercy, kindness . . . etc. I am also
the spirit of forgiveness. Forgiveness is
earned by repentance (change of mind
and heart) proven by actions and deeds.
I did not cause this world's problems
nor did I cause pain, suffering or pun-
ishment.

I did not come to judge. I came to
bring Heaven to life here on Earth along
with all dimensions involved. (This has
already begun.)

I also brought with me the Sacred
Rules. One of these rules is Free Choice
within my boundaries, which are: You
have free choice as long as you do not
violate any other choice. When there are
differing choices wanting or needing to
be made regarding the same thing, the
wisest and most honorable choice wins.
The charitable choice overrides the self-
ish choice. The compassionate choice
overrides the cruel choice. The kind
choice overrides the mean choice and so
on... . This rule not only applies to hu-
mans but applies to nature and the en-
vironment as well. For example, nature

PART IV

and the forest will decide which trees
are harvested, not humans. Nature and
the environment have choice as well.

This Sacred Rule is of great impor-
tance to all things as I have already
made my choice to bring Heaven to life
here on Earth and now all things must
choose if they want to be a part of Heav-
en on Earth.

It is an honor and a pleasure to share
my messages with all who choose to lis-
ten. Stay within the light of my Love and
my Truth.

Your Friend,
The Trustworthy And True Living Spirit,
The Most High God

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO SHARE THIS
MESSAGE WITH EVERYONE BUT
WE ASK THAT YOU DO NOT ADD
TO OR TAKE AWAY FROM IT IN
ANY WAY.

For further information about Most
High God, contact Iona at 814-259-
3680, ionaconner@gmail.com, 21431
Marlin Circle, Shade Gap, Pennsylva-
nia 17255 or www.theorderoftheearth.
com.
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number for comparison - a num-
ber akin to “normal” To do that,
they estimate the mean tempera-
ture for a base period. For NASA-
GISS, the base period is 1951 -
1980. The other groups use
somewhat different base periods
but the general approach is the
same. So for NASA-GISS, the
global temperature anomaly for a
given month is the extent to
which the actual average tem-
perature of the Earth differs from
the mean temperature during
1951-1980. But how can such a
number be calculated for the
entire planet?

NASA-GISS goes about it by
carving up the land surface into
8,000 equal-area grid boxes.
Using the available station data,
it calculates an average anomaly
for each box (compared to a base
period for each box). With that
data, NASA-GISS then calculates
anomalies for a series of larger
and larger portions of the globe,
including the Northern and
Southern hemispheres, and the
entire land surface of the globe.

In a separate step, NASA-GISS
uses sea surface temperature data
from ships spanning the years
1880 to 1981 and satellite data
from 1981 to the present, to deter-
mine temperature anomalies for
the oceans. When that’s done, the
scientists combine the anomalies
for the land and the sea into a
single global temperature anoma-
ly figure called the “Land-Ocean
Temperature Index”

NOAA-NCDC and HadCRUT
divide the land surface and sea
surface into grid boxes five
degrees on a side. As in the NASA
approach, the groups use the
available temperature data to cal-
culate average temperature anom-
aly numbers for each grid box.
These are then combined to cre-
ate a global temperature anomaly
(as well as anomaly numbers for
smaller geographic regions).

Although the details differ,
the overall approaches of both
NASA and NOAA are similar.

So why did they come up with
different rankings for this past
November - not to mention for
entire years? And why is it that

HadCRUT will probably come
up with a somewhat different
number when it issues its calcu-
lation for November? (The group
has just issued its anomaly map
for November.)

Data Gaps, Biases

The long and short of it is that
the scientists independently
grapple with a variety of com-
mon challenges and, in some
cases, use different methods.

One of those challenges is the
need to adjust for biases in the
data arising from changes in
technology going all the way
back to the 1800s, when reliable
record-keeping began.

So, for example, seafarers have
been measuring sea surface tem-
peratures for more than a centu-
ry. But they’ve gone from using
buckets to pull up water samples,
to sampling the water drawn
through their ships’ engine-cool-
ing intakes. And as Richard
Reynolds of NOAA-NCDC
notes, “Buckets tend to be biased
cold due to evaporation, while
engine room temperatures tend
to be biased warm due to engine
room heating” These biases in
the data must be corrected to
produce reasonably accurate
temperature anomalies.

Another challenge affects
measurements of temperatures
on land: Over the course of more
than a century, many rural areas
have been urbanized. And as any
city dweller knows, the dog days
of summer are a good time to
escape to the country, because all
that asphalt, concrete and brick
tends to elevate urban tempera-
tures. So the three groups must
adjust for this possible bias as
well.

Another source of potential
error arises from the fact that
there are still significant parts of
the Earth with no meteorological
stations on land checking surface
temperatures with thermometers
and no ship-based or buoy-based
measurements of sea surface
temperatures. Large gaps exist in
the Amazon, parts of Africa,
Antarctica and, most significant-
ly, in the Arctic.

Complicating things, the far-
ther back in time you go, the

(left) Novem-
ber surface air
temperature
anomaly in the
NASA GISS
analysis, using
only data from
meteorological
stations  and
Antarctic
research sta-
tions, with the
radius of influ-
ence of a sta-
tion Ilimited to
250 km (155
miles). Credit:
NASA

Land stations used as part of NOAA’s Global Historical Clima-

tology Network. Credit: NASA

sparser the geographic coverage
becomes, potentially skewing the
long-term record of global tem-
perature anomalies.

HadCRUT approaches this
challenge in a simple and
straightforward way: If there are
no temperature data for a given
month in a grid box, that box is
simply left blank.

But there is a problem with
this approach. Gaps in coverage
are particularly significant in the
Arctic - where, despite a dearth of
monitoring stations, warming is
known to have been particularly
intense and rapid in recent years.

So by leaving large parts of
the Arctic blank, HadCRUT may
well be underestimating the
degree of global warming. In
fact, the HadCRUT analysis typi-
cally shows global temperature
anomalies to be somewhat cooler
than the other two analyses.

The scientists at NOAA tackle
this problem using interpolation,
a statistical approach that fills in
gaps using data from nearby
areas.

Reynolds thinks this is a rea-
sonable approach. “If you know
the temperature in Denver, you
can make a good estimate of the
temperature in Boulder but not in
Melbourne, Australia,” he says.

NASA-GISS scientists also fill
in gaps but in a somewhat differ-
ent way. As James Hansen and
colleagues at Goddard write in a
paper explaining their approach:

The GISS analysis assigns a
temperature anomaly to many
grid-boxes that do not contain
measurement data, specifically all
grid-boxes located within 1200
km (745 miles) of one or more sta-
tions that do have defined tem-
perature anomalies.

In other words, they extrapo-
late across some pretty large gaps
— ones as far across as 700 miles.

Hansen and his colleagues
argue the approach is wvalid
because research shows that any
particular temperature anomaly
will tend to be large in geograph-
ic reach, particularly at middle
and high latitudes.

But the NASA-GISS approach

has come in for particular criti-
cism from climate change skep-
tics, who severely question the
scientific basis for extrapolating
data across such large gaps.

However, there is significant
scientific support for the
approach and for the determina-
tion that the Arctic is warming
rapidly. Hansen and his col-
leagues point out that indepen-
dent measurements of tempera-
tures in the Arctic using infrared
instruments reveal significant
warming over large areas.

Support also comes from
observations of shrinking and
thinning Arctic sea ice, thawing
of permafrost and changes to
Greenland’s ice sheet — all indica-
tors of widespread warming.

Gavin Schmidt, Hansen’s col-
league at NASA-GISS, points out
that whether you fill gaps or not,
you are making a decision about
what the temperatures were in
those gaps. “When you have a
data gap, you can either interpo-
late/extrapolate from nearby
sources or not,” he says.

“Each approach has an impli-
cation. If you leave it blank, it is
equivalent to assuming that it
has warmed at the same rate as
the globe. While if you fill it in,
you assume that it is changing at
the same rate as nearby points.
This makes the biggest differ-
ence in the Arctic, which is
warming substantially faster than
the globe. I think the interpola-
tion/extrapolation approach is a
better solution.”

Analyses Are in
Close Agreement

Interestingly, at least six other
methods for determining global
temperature anomalies were
devised prior to the 1970s and
one of these actually dates all the
way back to 1881. Yet despite the
generally less sophisticated tools
available for these earlier analy-
ses, they still agree with each
other quite closely — and also with
the more modern analyses. This
is true going as far back on the
trend-line as 1900, when there
were many more geographic gaps
in coverage than there are today.

The closest agreement is
between the three main modern
analyses — by NASA, NOAA and
HadCRUT. Phil Jones, director
of the CRU (and focus of much
of the email controversy), points
out their results are all within
each other’s estimated error bars.
In fact, according to a Climate
Central analysis, during the past
130 years the three surface tem-
perature datasets differed by just
0.043°C on average.

The close agreement between
the analyses prompts Schmidt to
ask this: “Who is making any
decision based on a tenth of a
degree Celsius change in global
temperature?” Besides, month-
to-month and even year-to-year
temperature rankings aren’t real-
ly all that important - if youre
interested in climate change.
That's because phenomena like
the El Nifo-Southern Oscilla-
tion and the North Atlantic
Oscillation can cause all sorts of
up and down squiggles in the
temperature trend-lines over a
period of months and years.

“But wed expect anthropo-
genic warming to be evident on
decadal timescales,” Jones says.
“So it isn’t the warmth of 2010 or
2005 or 1998 thats significant
but the warmth of the 2000s ver-
sus the 1990s versus the 1980s.”

And for those decades, there
really is little scientific doubt
about what’s been going on.

Tom Yulsman is a freelance
writer and the co-director of the
Center on Environmental Jour-
nalism at the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder.

Two Women Research Aerosol Spraymg Programs and Biological Warfare

By Bonnie Hoag
Shushan, New York
Dedicated to a Healthy New Year!

Iona, since I was last in touch
with you and your readers I have
been led to investigate the possible
relationship between the aerosol
programs — by any name: Persis-
tent Jet Contrails, Chemtrails, Solar
Radiation Management — and the
history of biological warfare,
including entomological and bac-
teriological warfare. My colleague,
Cynthia Pikoulas, and I have
expanded our research to examine,
microscopically, what is falling
onto us all from the stolen Sky.

We are reading the books in the
sidebar about the bio-warfare pro-
grams that were born out of WWII,
especially by way of Nazi scientists
who found “amnesty” from their
crimes abroad by way of Project
Paperclip. These books are full of
revelations about the “progress” of
germ warfare since about 1940.
Not everyone is aware of the exper-
imental programs perpetrated on
human populations without their
awareness and certainly without
their informed consent. Cindy and

Photos courtesy of Bonnefire Coalition
L to R: 1. Snow (50X) December 2010; what makes the "rainbow?" What is that
string of jewels? 2. Magnification of 50X, (mentioned in article as "fine web-
bing") collected on Long Island October 2010. Is it a Polymer? Transgenic goat/
spider silk (U.S. patents)? 3. Greenfibers (100X) from dry stream-bed Arizona
Spring 2010, also mentioned in article.

under magnifica-
tion and can email
the results to your
readers who might
be interested in
seeing them and in
helping us name
what we are seeing.
Wed welcome the
knowledge of
microbiologists
who understand
the seriousness of
the aerosols.

We also wel-
come samples from
others who would
like to contribute

I are researching the fallout from
current aerosol programs by col-
lecting samples of rain and snow
directly onto glass slides for view-
ing under the lenses of our micro-
scopes. For example, Cindy col-
lected snow from outside her home
on Long Island on December 26,
2010. The slide shows many long
and colorful fibers, gel-like splotch-
es and bright yellow fragments.

I also collected snow directly
onto slides in upstate New York
where I live. My January 7, 2011

sample melted into gel-like splotch-
es which contain filaments (fibers)
which appear to grow.

Even without being able to
identify these substances, we can
safely conclude that this is not the
kind of snow youd want to pour
maple syrup over, nor send your
children out to play in. What hap-
pens to these substances when they
enter the soil and our lakes and
streams and, inevitably, our bod-
ies?

We are photographing the slides

to our research.
For details on how to collect and
send samples, email me at bonne_
fire@yahoo.com, with “lona sent
me” in the subject line. We are cur-
rently examining 1) matted fibers
from a dry stream bed in the
mountains of Arizona - found
after a period of heavy aerosol
spraying; 2) fine webbing from the
lawn, trees and bushes outside a
Long Island home; 3) and blue
fibers pulled from the face of a
California man.

Many people continue to collect
rain, snow or air samples in order to
ascertain the levels of aluminum,
barium and other toxins which are
expected, given the materials named
in many US. patents for aerosols
dispersion. We decided to be more
direct in our collection and exami-
nation of the fallout.

We urge others to join us in this
research. If theyd like to start their
own research where they live we
might be able to help with this, too.
The Bonnefire Coalition’s Web site
is accessible at www.californiasky-
watch.com. Cindy Pikoulas can be
contacted through www.longis-
landskywatch.com.

The new documentary “What
in the World are They Spraying?”
can be used to introduce this issue
to one’s community and initiate
discussion about the programs. We
also recommend www.geoengi-
neeringwatch.org and www.agri-
culturedefensecoalition.org. For
those grappling with so-called
Lyme disease (Plum-Island dis-
ease), the film “Under Our Skin”
explains the political complexities
which keep the victims poorly
diagnosed and treated.
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