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Grassroots Power

Citizens Celebrate Cycling 
with Mayor’s Bike Ride 

One-hundred-twenty people celebrated National Bike Month on May Day by riding through Roanoke, Virginia led by Mayor David Bowers (in the center ) 
flanked by Sheriff  Octavia Johnson and state senator Ralph Smith. Blue Ridge Bicycle Club President Wes Wilmer is on the left.

 Mayor David Bowers, a strong cycling advocate, and state 
senator Ralph Smith. 

From Author 
to Editor

Iona,

The oil spill in the Gulf is really upsetting me! 

The reports to Wildlife are coming in and I get so 

depressed thinking about it. This is the price we 

pay so that we can drive our lazy asses around 

town. 

I am so upset with Obama — our Turn-Coat 

President.

According to NPR, American kids can no 

longer write by hand— texting and Inet are the 

norm. The report stated that lack of handwrit-

ing skills also affects math and comprehension 

skills. Technology is making our kids stupid!

I hope you enjoyed June — looking forward to 

the July issue. I understand (your needing to and 

wanting to take a month off of publishing).

Will send you renewal next payday.

Love, Your Friend,

Mark

poses of the Club are to pro-
mote and encourage the use of 
bicycles for transportation and 
recreation in southwest Virgin-
ia, to support the rights of 
cyclists, to provide information 
in the interest of bicycling safe-
ty and to promote competitive 
cycling.

People of all ages and riding 
abilities rode from Reserve 
Avenue to the Mayor’s Monu-
ment in Elmwood Park. Many 
of the riders took advantage of 
the hassle-free bike parking to 
enjoy the activities, food and 
music at the Strawberry Festi-
val, the Chili Cookoff, various 
vendors and shops at the his-
toric city market while enjoying 
the sounds of the music festival 
in downtown Roanoke. State 
Senator Ralph Smith, Council-
man Trinkle, city manager 
Chris Morrill and Drew Dens-
more from Senator Warner’s 
office also rode with the 
Mayor. 

Barbara Duerk, ride coordi-
nator, said, “The bicycle culture 
in Roanoke is changing. More 
people are choosing to ride 
bicycles for healthy lifestyles 
and a gas-free, clean and green 
transportation choice. Resi-
dents in the neighborhoods can 
access downtown by bike. Resi-
dents living downtown can 
cycle to Valley View on the Lick 
Run Greenway.”

The League of American 
Bicyclists recognizes in 2010 
SHAREBIKE as a silver-level 
Bicycling Friendly business and 
Roanoke City a bronze-level 
Bicycling Friendly community.  

"Roanoke is a great place for 
biking with its combination of 
smooth greenways, challenging 
hills and trails and low traffic, 
bike-friendly neighborhood 
streets,” said Mayor David Bow-
ers. “Our biking community has 
worked hard to achieve this 
award. We thank the League for 
recognizing the efforts the City 
has taken to improve the quality 
of life for our citizens by support-

ing safer biking, walking and 
running. Our expanding green-
ways and off-road trails and our 
bicycling and running events are 
making Roanoke one of the best 
outdoor cities in the country. 
This designation is exciting and 
puts Roanoke on the national 
biking map."

On Saturday, the Blue Ridge 
Bicycle Club, Inc. awarded 2010 
Virginia Bicycling Federation 
Bicycling Friendly recognitions 
to Carilion Clinic, Valley Metro, 
MOJO Café and SHAREBIKE. 
Individuals recognized for their 
commitment to bicycling were 
State Senator John Edwards and 
Councilman Rupert Cutler.

Virginia Bicycling Federa-
tion Bicycling Friendly recog-
nitions were given to the fol-
lowing:

Carilion Clinic — For pro-
moting healthy lifestyle initia-
tives, sponsoring screening clin-
ics in the downtown market 
building, financially supporting 
The Artie (the Blue Ridge Bicy-
cle Club’s annual bike ride) and 
for Carillon’s involvement in the 
completion of the Hamilton 
Section of the Roanoke River 
Greenway.

Representative Dr. Kipper 
Nottingham

Valley Metro — For com-
mitment to accommodating 
cyclists on transit. Valley Metro 
has placed bike racks on buses. 
The transit company has incor-
porated a “Bikes on Buses” pol-
icy and provides driver training 
to share the road with cyclists. 
This is a national issue that is 
being dealt with in a proactive 
manner by Valley Metro. (San-
dra Shedwell represented Val-
ley Metro.)

MOJO Café — Owned and 
operated by Nikki Litwiller and 
Sybil Barrett is located on 
Brambleton Avenue. The Blue 
Ridge Bicycle Club has a 5:30 
a.m. training ride from Bram-
bleton. The café always has 
ready a hot cup of coffee and 
good food to eat. (Nikki Lit-
weller accepted the award for 

MOJO Café.)
ShareBike — The vision of 

Ron McCorkle was named by 
his daughter, Reanna. James 
Rosar has been involved from 
the beginning. ShareBike’s goal 
is to promote sustainable trans-
portation in Roanoke by pro-
viding a bicycle library for bicy-
cling advocacy and bikes to rent 
or borrow currently serving 
three locations in Roanoke. 
(Ron McCorkle received the 
recognition.)

Senator John Edwards — 
Senate Bill 546 was patroned by 
Senator John Edwards of Roa-
noke. This bill specifically men-
tions the railroads as a limited-
liability landowner when they 
permit recreational users to 
cross their owned or easement-
acquired property for recre-
ational purposes. Though pri-
marily pushed for by the pad-
dlers and fishermen and spear-
headed by Roanoke's Bill Tanger 
of the Friends of the Rivers of 
Virginia, the Virginia Bicycling 
Federation joined the coalition 
of groups supporting this bill in 
order to help the railroads 
remove the “liability” argument 
they have often used when 
access along or across their 
tracks has been requested. (Bar-
bara Duerk represented the Vir-
ginia Bicycling Federation for 
Senator Edwards.)

Councilman Rupert Cutler 
— Rupert Cutler has champi-
oned the bicyclist’s voice on 
City Council. He has advocated 
for a downtown connection 
between the Lick Run Green-
way and the Mill Mountain 
Greenway, initiated dialog for 
extending the Railwalk to Wise 
Avenue, spearheaded the Roa-
noke Valley Kiwanis support 
for signage along the Lick Run 
Greenway and requested 
accountability of city depart-
ments for inclusion of bicycle 
accommodations in road proj-
ects and championed Rails with 
Trails options to connect the 
Roanoke River Greenway and 
the Huckleberry Trail.

Continued from page 1

It's time 
to end 

the stranglehold 
corporations 
have on us 

and our world.
Artwork by David Dees, Jonkoping, Sweden

“Run for Water” 
Plagued by Death 

Scenes, Zombies and 
Dozens of Phony

“Dow Spokesmen;” Yet 
Truth Seemed to Run 
Free as The Yes Men 

Arrived On the Scene
By Andy Bichlbaum 
The Yes Men, April 19, 2010

BROOKLYN, New York — Bucolic 
Prospect Park in Brooklyn, New York 
played host to a bizarre spectacle on 
Sunday, as a dramatically under-
attended, Dow-sponsored "Run for 
Water" was infiltrated and turned 
upside down by hundreds of furious 
activists, including a hundred dressed 
as Dow spokespeople.

New Yorkers who came to the park 
expecting a light run followed by a 
free concert found themselves unwit-
ting extras in a macabre and chaotic 
scene as runners keeled over dead, 
Dow-branded grim reapers chased 
participants, and a hundred fake Dow 
representatives  harangued other pro-
testers and handed out literature that 
explained Dow’s green-washing pro-
gram in frank detail.

The actions called attention to 
Dow’s toxic legacy in places like India 
(the Bhopal catastrophe), Vietnam  
(Agent Orange), Midland Michigan 
(Dioxin contamination) and to the 
absurdity of a company with serious 
water issues all over the world sponsor-
ing the Live Earth Run For Water. 

After race cancellations in London, 
Milan, Berlin and Sweden, on-site 
Dow brand managers were in dam-
age-control mode. But their job was 
made harder by the hundred fake 
“Dow” spokespeople who loudly but 
clumsily proclaimed Dow’s position 
(“Our Race! Our Earth!” and “Run for 
Water! Run for Your Life!”), spoke 
with many runners, screamed at the 
other protesters, passed out beautiful-
ly-produced literature and, all in all, 
looked a whole lot better than the real 
Dow reps, who seemed eager to make 
themselves scarce.

“I don’t know what’s going on here,” 
said Tracey Von Sloop, a Queens 
woman who attended the race. “All I 
know is these people are both crazy 
and Dow is f*ing sick. I’m outta here.”

The event was the latest blow to 
Dow’s green-washing efforts, the most 
visible element of which is the "Human 
Element" multi-media advertising 
campaign, one of the most expensive 
and successful marketing efforts in 
recent history. It even won an "Effie 
Award" for the most effective corpo-
rate advertising campaign in North 
America.

“Effective,” perhaps — but also 
completely misleading. To name just a 
few examples of Dow’s water-related 
issues: Dow refuses to clean up the  
groundwater in Bhopal, India (site of 
the largest industrial disaster in 
human history) committed by Dow’s 
fully-owned subsidiary, Union Car-
bide. As a result, children continue to 
be born there with debilitating birth 
defects. Dow has also dumped hun-
dreds of millions of pounds of toxic 
chemical byproducts into wetlands of 
Louisiana and has even poisoned its 
own backyard, leaving record levels of 
dioxins downriver from its global 
headquarters in Midland, Michigan.

“We thought it must be a joke 
when we first heard that Dow Chemi-
cal Company was sponsoring a run 
for clean water,” said Yes Woman 
Whitney Black. “Sadly, it was not. One 
of the world’s worst polluters trying to 
green-wash its image instead of taking 
responsibility for drinking water and 
ecosystems it has poisoned around 
the world? What an awfully unfunny 
way to start off Earth Week. We decid-
ed the event needed a little comic 
relief.”

Irony was piled on irony through-
out the race, which Dow absurdly 
claimed was going to be “the largest 
solutions-based initiative aimed at 
solving the global water crisis in his-
tory.” At one point, organizers were 
caught on tape dramatically throwing 
out excess water left over because of 
an embarrassingly low turnout.

Groups organizing the action 
included the Center for Health, Envi-
ronment and Justice; the International 
Campaign for Justice in Bhopal; New 
York Whale and Dolphin Action 
League; the Vietnam Agent Orange 
Relief and Responsibility Campaign; 
the Wetlands Activism Collective; 
Global Justice for Animals and the 
Environment; Kids For a Better 
Future; The Yes Men and hundreds of 
assorted volunteers, activists and mis-
chief makers.

DOW THROWS A 
DISMAL PARTY, 
FEW ATTEND 

Note from the Artist: You have not heard much from me 
lately; I am not doing political art at the moment. I am busy 
preparing and assembling my first big book of art and it is go-
ing to be a doozy. Now, there is a word you don't hear so often 
but it applies here. I am not holding back — this book will be 
jam-packed full of the best stuff I have done. 


