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Grassroots Action

By Iona
Shade Gap, Pennsylvania

I loved reading about the 
people, ages 23 to 38, in The 
Next Eco-Warriors, edited by 
Emily Hunter (an eco-warrior 
herself and daughter of Green-
peace co-founders Robert and 
Bobbi Hunter) because they 
reminded me of myself and all 
the wonderful deeds I might 
have accomplished if I’d had a 
different life. At one point about 
18 years ago (I’m now 65), I viv-
idly remember trying to become 
a Shaklee distributor as a way to 
finance my non-profit work. 

Our meticulously-groomed, 
suburban “upline” had a meet-
ing in her fine, suburban home 
with about 15 of us, all trying to 
make a go of our Shaklee busi-
nesses. The company spent lots 
of money making convincing 
publications and videos of “suc-
cessful” distributors all over the 
country winning fancy trips and 
gas-guzzling vehicles and mak-
ing lots of money. 

At this particular meeting, 
our “upline” asked what we 
would do with all the money we 
were going to earn. Others talk-
ed about their materialistic 
hopes and dreams. I said I 
would like to earn enough 
money to fly out west and get 
arrested protecting old-growth 
forests and then have enough 
money left to put up bail if nec-
essary. Silence. I have a hunch 
none of them had thought of 
that one. I was serious; that was 
one of my life’s goals. 

I have chosen a different path 
now (publishing this newspa-
per) and trust that we are going 
to have divine intervention 
before all is lost (see “The 
Awakening” article on page 16) 
so getting arrested is no longer 
on my “To-Do” list.

Reading Eco-Warriors, I felt 
the passion each author 
described; some even brought 
tears – mostly for the success of 
a mission or the unexpectedly 
wonderful response after months 
or even years of hard, hard work. 
I will share a few of these with 
you.

Emily Hunter (26, Canadian 
Media Frontliner): This war is 
being fought against the misin-
formers [Ed.: Where on Earth 
did this new word come from? It 
means ‘liars.’], denialists and old 
guard of the fossil fuel regime 
that care only about profit, even 
at the expense of shortening our 
time here on Earth…It is a war 
for the last of the Amazon rain-
forest. It is a war to end our own 
grave-digging in coal and oil 
mining. It is a war to defend the 
people caught in the cross fires 
of industrial pulverization. It is a 
war to defend the rights to life 
for nonhumans. And it is a war 
for the creation of a new world, 
one with renewable energy and 
a sustainable economy.

Hunter’s conclusion about 
her own efforts to become a 
journalist/photographer of the 
movement, in which she told 
the story of her work on the dis-
appointing and discouraging 
Copenhagen climate meeting 
were: “…One thing I do know is 
that if I have ever seen one thing 
unite us, it is our very basic 
need to survive. In the last few 
years, people have crossed 
boundaries, divides and oceans 
for the purposes of uniting on 
one issue. What many say is 
impossible, may be impossible 
for the elites and politicians but 
is very probable for us, the 

masses. Despite all our differ-
ences, single issues and criticism 
of one another, we are uniting, 
uniting in the face of climate 
change. It is the umbrella issue 
of our generation.”

Enei Begaye (32, Diné Politi-
cal Progressor) Begaye told of 
working against Peabody Coal 
Company’s mine, which “strips 
[her people’s] land of life and 
fuels madness elsewhere.” A 
group of young people started 
organizing against Peabody even 
though many had relatives who 
worked for the company. Here is 
a summary of their work:

“We arrived before the Cali-
fornia Public Utilities Commis-
sion (CPUC) meeting began but 
the list to speak had already 
filled three pages. I put my 
name down and my heart beat 
fast. When I looked at the list, it 
was filled with the names of 
Navajo employees of Peabody 
Coal Company. Where were all 
the community people we had 
urged to come? I wondered. We 
had spent days driving through-
out the Black Mesa region, let-
ting people know about this 
meeting, offering to pay people’s 
gas expenses, telling them what’s 
at stake. Many said they would 
come. My heart sank . . .  .

“There were Navaho Peabody 
people, government people, 
grandmas and grandpas and us – 
the only young people. We called 
ourselves the Black Mesa Water 
Coalition, a year-old group of 
which I was a leading member...

“That CPUC hearing went 
on late into the night. This was 
just the beginning for us, young 
people picking up the reins of 
community organizing from so 
many older and exhausted com-
munity leaders. And it was this 
meeting that put many of us 
face-to-face with our first chal-
lengers – our own people, 
friends, family members and 
relatives. If I had been alone at 
that meeting, I might not have 
had the courage to step forward 
and confront it all. But we were 
together and so we kept right on 
going. For the next few years we 
organized just about anything 
we could think of – spiritual 

runs, protests, community meet-
ings and trainings, nonviolent 
direct actions. With no money 
in our pockets but with passion 
in our hearts and bullhorns in 
our hands, we worked to elevate 
our community’s voices.

“On January 1, 2006, due to 
the work of many Native and 
non-Native individuals and 
organizations, the mine, the 
pipeline and the power plant all 
closed. It was a bittersweet victo-
ry, however, jobs and tribal 
income would be lost . . . It was 
no time to celebrate. I felt a 
crushing weight; we had helped 
do this, we had helped take away 
some of the few jobs on the rez 
and spur new desperate coal 
proposals. If we were ever going 
to be welcomed back to the 
community without side glares 
and distrust, we were going to 
have to do more.

The group kept working 
another two years developing a 
green policy that reflected the 
needs of the Navaho communi-
ty, where most homes still had 
no electricity – it had all gone to 
Las Vegas, Phoenix and Los 
Angeles. Their policy was called 
the Navajo Nation Green Econ-
omy Commission and Fund and 
it was, “The first step toward 
creating thousands of new, non-
polluting jobs on the reserva-
tion. Eventually a vote within 
the community came up with 
each delegate’s name on an elec-
tronic scoreboard with red or 
green lights to indicate their 
vote. “Green, green, green, 
green, red, green . . . The sec-
onds seemed like minutes, wait-
ing for each to vote. But then 
there it was, the decision – 62 to 
1 – it passed!...This small victo-
ry felt like being at the center of 
a major seismic event . . .  .”

Whitney Black (25, United 
States Yes Men member, Climate 
Comedian): This story is so 
hilarious that I will not even try 
to reproduce it. Buy the book. 
Read it. Laugh out loud as I did 
through this woman’s remark-
able way to tell a very, very 
funny story – and do some good 
for the planet at the same time.

Rob Stewart (30, Canadian 

filmmaker) Rob Stewart had 
been enchanted by sharks since 
he was eight and learned early on 
that sharks would flee from him, 
not attack him. By the time he 
was 20 he had a biology degree 
and was chief photographer for 
Canadian Wildlife magazine. “I 
soon found myself on an 18-hour 
boat ride to Darwin and Wolf 
Islands, one of the most impor-
tant gathering places for sharks, 
some 160 miles north of the 
Galapagos Archipelago, 900 miles 
from Ecuador. I was on assign-
ment to photograph hammer-
head sharks, my favorite sharks, 
for the first time in my life. Here, 
hammerhead sharks congregate 
in greater concentrations than 
anywhere else in the world, to 
socialize and find mates... .

“We spent the entire day pull-
ing in 37 miles of longlines, 
releasing the couple dozen sharks 
that were still alive and throwing 
hundreds of dead sharks back 
into the sea. We were in a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site protect-
ed by the Ecuadorian military, 
supposedly one of the most pro-
tected marine reserves on the 
planet. If sharks are being fished 
here so blatantly, I feared they 
must be in even worse trouble in 
the rest of the ocean, which is 
mostly unprotected.

“I soon found out that more 
than 100,000,000 sharks were 
being killed each year and that 
shark populations were plum-
meting worldwide. What’s 
worse, to my horror, no one 
cared –  largely, I believed, 
because everyone was afraid of 
them . . .  .”

Stewart tells about joining 
the Sea Shepherd crew to inter-
cept pirate boats that were ille-
gally fishing and capturing 
sharks. It turned into an interna-
tional (Costa Rica and Guate-
mala) nightmare with Stewart 
and others discovering a place 
where the shark-finning mafia 
had illegal operations: "As far as 
the eye could see, there were 
tens of thousands of shark fins 
drying on the roofs of these 
warehouses. I started filming 
immediately, zooming in on the 
field of fins laid out to dry in the 
hot sun. Only visible from 
above, this whole area was a 
secret port where fins could be 
landed unchecked by authorizes 
and dried out of sight . . .  .

“Then a group of men with 
guns ran out of the warehouse, 
screaming and pointing at me 
… I hurriedly scampered off the 
roof and sprinted to the waiting 
car, yelling at the driver to, “Go! 
Go! Go!” … Stewart escaped 
safely but not without a great 
deal of excitement.

This film ended up being 
part of 'Sharkwater,' which took 
Stewart five years to complete. 
Here’s how he explains the pro-
cess: “When I started, I was 22 
years old, had never shot a video 
camera and had no film experi-
ence or professional help. I 
jumped in way over my head 

and, in the process, I was hospi-
talized, lost at sea and indebted 
to many. I had flesh-eating dis-
ease, West Nile virus, tuberculo-
sis and dengue fever. I had to 
beg, plead, borrow, learn, 
mature, grow and become a 
filmmaker to get this film done. 
What started as a film became a 
mission and a way of life. Giving 
up was never an option because 
people need this information for 
positive change to be effected in 
the world.”

And Stewart is not just talk-
ing about sharks. He continues, 
“By midcentury, scientists pre-
dict the end of fisheries, rainfor-
ests and coral reefs; huge food 
and water shortages and a popu-
lation of nine billion people on a 
planet that can sustain far less. 
We’ll have mass displacement 
due to rising sea levels, flooding 
and desertification. This isn’t 
just an issue, this is THE biggest 
issue humanity has ever faced 
and it’s our own survival that’s 
in jeopardy now.

“Now, more than ever, the 
world needs heroes and lots of 
them. And that is where you 
come in.”

Elizabeth Redmond (26, Unit-
ed States, Energy Innovator) 
Looking at the picture of Red-
mond (below), one would never 
imagine what her imagination 
would come up with. Just another 
young woman on the street. But 
her story is amazingly simple:

“I scoured the aisles of a sec-
ond-hand store on a mission for 
any pair of sneakers I could find 
from the late ‘90s … I was over-
come with a feeling of panic. I 
mean, how hard could it be to 
find a pair of shoes that lit up 
when someone walked in them? 
I asked myself ironically. While 
I poured over bins of discarded 
clothes and household items, I 
reflected on the academic proj-
ect I had taken on during my 
final year at the University of 
Michigan...

“I had been working my way 
through a physics class and 
meetings with brilliant minds in 
university when I stumbled 
upon the idea of piezoelectricity, 
a type of kinetic energy that 
sparks an electric 
charge through 
applied physical 
strain. It’s a natu-
rally-occurring 
phenomenon 
present in materi-
als like sand, 
ceramics and 
quartz …. I was 
searching for a 
way to generate 
electricity on an 
entirely new scale: 
a nano- or at least 
micro-scale. I 
needed to harvest 
vibrations, rather 
than movement.

“I left the store 
with three pairs of 
light-up shoes. 
Once back at the 

studio, what I discovered was a 
little piezoceramic sheet that, 
when stimulated, created a 
charge. The charge was great 
enough to send a signal to the 
circuit board, which told the 
lights to dance in the shoes. 

Ah, ha! It worked! 
Inspired, I rigged the shoe 

circuits up in a set of small glass 
and concrete tiles that I had cast 
in a ceramic studio. When one 
stepped on the tile, the glass 
moved down to stimulate the 
circuit and send the lights into 
action. Four tiles lined up in a 
strip; a walk across it would cre-
ate energy with endless uses. I 
knew that the mock-up I was 
constructing may seem unim-
pressive. It was only, after all, six 
pairs of L.A. Gear light-up shoes 
from the Salvation Army, cast 
concrete from Home Depot and 
cuts of glass from an artist 
friend. The mock-up, to most, 
probably looked whipped 
together like any old art school 
project but, to me, it held the 
key to a world of possibility.”

And now, a few years later, 
Redmond is the president and 
director of POWERleap, Inc., a 
clean-tech company that devel-
ops flooring systems and solu-
tions that generate electricity 
from pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic in entertainment, retail, 
corporate and urban infrastruc-
ture environments. It has grown 
into a global corporation show-
cased on the Discovery Channel, 
Sundance Channel, The New York 
Times and Forbes. “Elizabeth 
plans to continue to use design to 
fuel the engines of change and 
innovative alternatives for our 
future,” writes Hunter.

And thus go the stories, one 
after the next – real, true stories 
about intelligent, compassionate, 
creative and brave young people 
who take this work seriously; 
some risking their lives. It is a 
spell-binding book. If you feel 
the need to be inspired, here’s 
your chance. The Next Eco-
Warriors is  available for $19.95 
from Red Wheel/Weiser/Conari. 
Contact orders@redwheelweiser.
com;  800-423-7087 or www.
redwheelweiser.com.

The Next Eco-Warriors: 22 Young Women and Men Who Are Saving the Planet

Elizabeth Redmond, Inventor

You may well ask, "Why direct action? Isn't negotiation a better 
path?" You are quite right in calling for negotiation. Indeed, this is 
the very purpose of direct action. Non-violent direct action seeks to 

create such a crisis and foster such a tension that a community which 
has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It 

seeks to dramatize the issue so that it can no longer be ignored.
Martin Luther King

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 
29, 2011 (ENS, excerpt) — The 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia today 
rejected an attempt to overturn 
California’s authority to imple-
ment greenhouse gas emissions 
standards for new cars brought 
by the National Automobile 
Dealers Association and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 

A three-judge panel of the 
Court of Appeals did not reach a 
decision on the merits of the 
case but ruled that it lacks “juris-
diction to decide this case at this 
time in a suit brought by these 
petitioners.” 

The Clean Air Act generally 
bars states from adopting their 
own emissions standards for 
new motor vehicles, leaving such 
regulations to federal control. As 
California is the only state that 
had adopted emissions standards 

before March 30, 1966, it is the 
only state eligible for a waiver of 
federal preemption. 

The Chamber of Commerce 
and the National Automobile 
Dealers Association petitioned 
for review of a decision by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency granting California a 
waiver from federal preemption. 

The waiver allows California 
to implement its own regula-
tions requiring automobile man-
ufacturers to reduce fleet-aver-
age greenhouse gas emissions 
from new motor vehicles sold in 
the state. 

In September 2004, the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board 
adopted regulations setting fleet-
average greenhouse gas emis-
sions standards for new motor 
vehicles beginning in model year 
2009. 

In 2008, under the Bush 

administration, California 
applied to the EPA for a waiver 
but the application was denied. 

On January 21, 2009, the day 
after President Barack Obama 
took office, California asked the 
EPA to reconsider its denial. 
EPA agreed to reconsider and, 
on July 8, 2009 after a public 
hearing and comment period, 
issued a decision granting the 
waiver. 

Now, California’s greenhouse 
gas emissions standards have 
also been adopted by 13 addi-
tional states and the District of 
Columbia. 

Although automobile manu-
facturers agreed not to contest 
EPA’s grant of a waiver to Cali-
fornia, the Chamber of Com-
merce and National Automobile 
Dealers Association did not join 
in that agreement . . .  .

Appeals Court Upholds California 
Greenhouse Gas Tailpipe Standards

By Bob Berwyn
Summit Voice

SUMMIT COUNTY — Add-
ing a photovoltaic (PV) solar sys-
tem to your home is a good 
environmental move and now 
new research by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory 
suggests that those homes sell for 
a premium over homes without 
solar systems.

“We find compelling evidence 
that solar PV systems in Califor-
nia have boosted home sales 
prices,” said lead author Ben 
Hoen, a researcher at Berkeley 
Lab. “These average sales price 
premiums appear to be compa-
rable with the average investment 
that homeowners have made to 
install PV systems in California 
and, of course, homeowners also 

benefit from energy-bill savings 
after PV system installation and 
prior to home sale.”

The research finds that homes 
with PV in California have sold 
for a premium, expressed in dol-
lars per watt of installed PV, of 
approximately $3.90 to $6.40/
watt. This corresponds to an aver-
age home 
sales price 
premium of 
approximate-
ly $17,000 for 
a relatively 
new 3,100 
watt PV sys-
tem (the aver-
age size of PV 
systems in the 
Berkeley Lab 
dataset) and 
compares to 
an average 

investment that homeowners have 
made to install PV systems in 
California of approximately $5/W 
over the 2001-2009 period. 

www.summitvoice.org is an 
independent source for environ-
mental news in Colorado and 
the Rocky Mountains.

Berkeley Study Quantifies 
Economic Benefits of Solar
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Comments on Content

Dear Iona,
 I have received the newspa-

pers and distributed them to our 
libraries – excellent articles (May 
issue)!  Thank you very much. 

The world should be catching 
on to the need for more environ-
mental awareness, but it is slow!                                                                     
Sandy Chilcote
Newfoundland, Canada

Hi,
I was reading an extremely 

angry rant in Earth News by 
Chris Hedges. I do not doubt 
that many of the things he was 
saying are true but I notice how 
you immediately followed it with 
a delightful story about a bike 
trip along the Potomac that was 
made 20 years ago by a woman 
who was 62 at the time. It suc-
cessfully transported me there.

I don't know if you intention-
ally do this but I see this as a 
balancing of emotional energy 
that keeps people in a good state. 
The mainstream media can 
sometimes pour the ugliness on 
so heavily that it shuts people 
down.

I will be promoting Earth 
News , including subscriptions, 
heavily tonight.  I am trying 
to get my friends from various 
groups and parts of my life to all 
know one another and to all go 
to the same events and read the 
same stuff. That is how move-
ments are built.
Bill Boteler
Takoma Park, Maryland

Fracking
Dear Editors:

Greetings from our fair Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, 
home of former Pennsylvania 
Governor, forestry pioneer and 
conservationist Gifford Pinchot 
and environmentalist Rachel 
Carson. I hope this letter finds 
you and your family well.

I still remember my stunned 
amazement upon learning that 
a Pennslyvania politician was 
speaking positively of placing 
Marcellus Shale gas drilling 
sites on Pennsylvania's dairy 
farms as a desirable way to "save 
the family farm."  The weblink 
http://TheDailyReview.com/
news/Report-Says-About-30-
000-Gallons-Leaked-Out-In-
Gas-Well-Incident-1.1139669  
gives details of an accident at a 
gas drilling site on a dairy farm 
in LeRoy, Pennsylvania (see page 
2).  You may note in the above 
article that the fracturing fluid 
spilled is consistently referred to 
as "fresh water" even though it is 
reported to me that it contains 
toxic chemicals such as benzene, 
ethyl benzene, xylene, toluene, 
naphthalene and ethylene glycol. 

The article goes on to contra-
dict itself by saying that "an un-
known number of the amphib-
ians (frogs and tadpoles) died" as 
a result of the spill.  Only toxic 
chemicals kill amphibians. They 
thrive in fresh water. 

Dairy farming requires the 
availability of huge quantities of 
fresh drinking water in order for 

dairy cattle to produce milk. So 
dairy farms are totally inappro-
priate locations for Marcellus 
Shale gas drilling sites because 
of the constant threat of con-
tamination of the ground water 
that is the source of the drinking 
water for wells for dairy cattle.  

Therefore I am requesting 
IMMEDIATE ACTION at the 
highest levels of the federal 
government requiring thorough 
and repeated testing of drinking 
water wells on Pennsylvania's 
dairy farms.

Thank you for your kind 
and considerate attention to the 
above matters of no small impor-
tance in protecting the Nation's 
food supplies against contami-
nation by toxic chemicals from 
Marcellus Shale gas drilling.
Timothy J. Mullen
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

Spring and Death
Dear Iona,

It is spring here in Daegu. I 
took a walk on a small mountain 
trail passing orchards of peaches, 
plums and vineyards. And enter-
ing a small wooded area, I was 
walking on pine needles fallen 
down on the trail. Azaleas and 
forsythias were greeting me and 
a baby hare was hiding rapidly 
when he saw me. I was lying 
down on grasses and looked up 
at the sky. White clouds were 
hanging in the blue sky. I heard 
the whispering of pine trees. 

The air might be the same 
air the living things share. I may 

breathe the same air which my 
old ancestors breathed. 

Many thoughts came and 
went away in my head. I am 
blessed, I think. There are many 
people who live hand-to-mouth 
every day. At the same token 
there are many people who are 
suffering on hospital beds or 
hospices. And many died so 
young and they did not have the 
opportunity to enjoy life. We do 
not know when we go upstairs 
but we are just doing our best. 

I will re-retire next year to 
give opportunity to the young 
professors. What am I supposed 
to do? I do not know yet. But I 
would like to do something help-
ing me and others. 

Last weekend I called one of 
my friends and he said, "I got a 
death sentence." I said to him, 
"What is the matter?" He said, "I 
am hospitalized and the doctor 
suspects cancer in my digestive 
system."  This morning I called 
him and he could not talk and 
his voice was not audible. He 
is my high school classmate. I 
was so sad because several days 
ago, his voice was so strong as a 
young one's. 

General Van Fleet said, 
"Commanders never surprise." I 
do not surprise but losing good 
friends is not easy to take. Well, 
tonight, I am so sentimental. But 
I am brave, as you know. 

Let us prevail and share what 
we have with others. 
Pyong Roh
Daegu, Korea

Dear Iona, 
I took a walk on a trail to a 

small mountain. There was a 
pond beside the trail. I looked 
into the pond and found many 
and many tadpoles swimming in 
there. They were breathing the 
same air I was. Then they must 
be our friends. 

And then I went into a 
wooded area and a small snake 
was passing ahead of me. I just 
stopped to see what the creature 
was doing. It climbed a small 
tree. It was amazing to see my 
other friend climb the tree. The 
creature was taking the same 
air I was taking. And it used the 
same trail. When I thought the 
snake was my friend, the crea-
ture look prettier. 

I was sitting on grass of a 
grave site. I did not know who 
was lying down there. I lay down 
too on the grass. I was very 
comfortable because the carpet 
of grass was so soft and I had 
an empty head. I did not think 
anything seriously. I talked to 
the dead person lying down in 
the grave, "It is very comfortable 
to lie down here." I heard the 
person say "Yes, it is. You did not 
know yet?" 

I thought we are all one fam-
ily – animals, plants and even 
the dead person. Because the 
dead person also used the same 
air I take. 

This is my small thought on 
the mountain. 
Take care, 
Pyong Roh
Daegu, Korea

String and Birds
Don't Mix

Dear Editor,
As a volunteer with a bird 

conservation program, I have 
seen the deaths caused when 
birds use strings to build their 
nests. They are readily attracted 
to discarded pieces of Easter 
grass, fishing line, frayed blue 
tarp strings, kite string, gift-wrap 
ribbon and strings of all sorts.

Chicks, toddling and turning 
in the nest get their feet tangled 
and they die a gruesome death 
of starvation – unable to leave 
the nest. Adult birds are trapped 
as well, as they carry the strings 
through the twigs and branches 
during nest construction.

At Easter time, many people 
take Easter baskets with plastic 
grass to parks. The strings get 
spread all over the lawns and the 
birds readily gather them.

I would encourage all readers 
to pick up every string left by 
someone who may not be aware 
of the danger. It will prevent 
birds from adding dangerous 
material to their nests. Park-go-
ers may not give birds a second 
thought but their melodious 
songs and flits of color through 
dappled sunlight unconsciously 
combine into the rich tapestry 
of sights and sounds that let us 
know we have spent a wonderful 
day in the park.

Pick up strings, always.
Alice L. Saunders
Petersburg, Pennsylvania

Letters to the Editor

By Allen Hengst
http://WMDinDC.blog-
spot.com

A total of 15 soil bor-
ings and co-located 
groundwater samples 
are proposed to further 
characterize the per-
chlorate source on the 
American University 
(AU) campus.  All dis-
crete soil samples and 
groundwater samples 
will be analyzed for per-
chlorate.  

Most of these bor-
ings are currently situ-
ated between PZ-4 [at 
Kreeger Hall] and 
upgradient shallow 
wells [near Watkins and 
Hamilton] ... 

The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) 
confirmed that late spring is the 
preferable season for sampling 
first water due to rainfall flush-
ing through the soil, in contrast 
to the dry summer season. The 
ideal time frame for AU was in 
late spring 2011 between com-
pletion of the spring semester 
and the beginning of summer 
classes [May 9 - 30] ... USACE 
requested feedback from AU 
regarding potential geophysical 
surveys and subsequent intrusive 
investigation in front of Kreeger 
Hall on the AU campus for the 
purpose of investigating a 1918 
ground scar.  

This ground scar may be a 
shadow on the 1918 aerial pho-
tograph and received little atten-
tion early during the Spring Val-
ley project but someone from 
EPA subsequently described this 
ground scar as a probable ‘T’ 

[trench]. This ground scar is also 
located adjacent to elevated per-
chlorate detections at PZ-4.

Since May 2001, USACE has 
hosted monthly meetings of the 
Spring Valley cleanup “partners” 
at its trailer-office on the federal 
property behind Sibley Hospital. 
This august body – including 
representatives from the EPA, 
D.C. Department of the Environ-
ment, American University, the 
Restoration Advisory Board and 
local elected officials – learned 
last November that the level of 
arsenic contamination outside 
the conference trailer measures 
124 ppm (parts per million), over 
six times the safety limit for the 
Spring Valley Formerly Used 
Defense Site.

AU Research Station 
Tested Chemical Weapons

By Sylvia Carignan
The Eagle (AU paper)
March 18 to April 18, 2011
http://theeagleonline.com/AUatWar/

In April 1917, just days after 
the United States declared war on 
Germany, AU’s president wrote a 
letter to the White House. “To his 
Excellency, Woodrow Wilson, 
President of the United States,” 
AU President Benjamin Leighton 
wrote, “I am authorized to extend 
to the United States Government 
the use of 92 acres of land lying 
within the District and compos-
ing the campus of the University 
… for such purpose as the Gov-
ernment may desire.”

The lab, then known as the 
New Chemical Research building, 
was part of the U.S. Army’s Chem-

ical Warfare Service branch ... A 
local newspaper, the Baltimore 
Evening Star, visited the campus 
in 1918. “Gas and flame fighting is 
a new wrinkle in the American 
Army but the ‘Hell Fire Battalion’ 
has taken to it as the duck takes to 
water,”  the Evening Star wrote. “It 
offers more possibilities of adven-
ture and action than any other 
branch of the service..."

While AU provided housing 
for thousands of soldiers, its aca-
demics suffered. University lec-
tures, which were open to the 
public, were “reduced to a mini-
mum,”  The Courier wrote. “Sen-
tinels challenge every person 
who enters the grounds and 
buildings; even the officers of the 
University must show their pass-
es.” Though the University’s aca-
demic research faltered, research 
on chemical weapons began to 
thrive on the campus grounds.

But, according to one Army 
engineer, what the 'Hell Fire Bat-
talion' left behind at AU was 
even more deadly than the Ger-
mans’ chemical weapons.

Spring Valley resident Rick 
Feeney lived at 4835 Glenbrook 
Road before it was the AU presi-
dent’s house. In the summer of 
1992, Feeney was cutting his grass 
when he noticed his dog yelping 
in the new pit construction work-
ers had dug near his home. Liquid 
was coming from the dog’s eyes 
and, as Feeney got closer to the 
pit, his skin began to burn, 
according to a report by Washing-
tonian writer Harry Jaffe. Feeney 
told Jaffe that he felt like he had 
been hit with a toxic gas ...

In 1996, a landscaper was 
removing dirt to plant a tree at 
4835 Glenbrook Road when 
smoke started pouring out of the 
hole he had dug. As his face began 

to swell, his coworkers 
rushed him to a hospital 
emergency room, accord-
ing to an account in the 
Northwest Current. The 
landscaper survived but he 
was one of several with 
long-lasting health prob-
lems caused by construc-
tion work in Spring Valley.

AU Chief of Staff David 
Taylor said the University’s 
next actions all depend on 
the Army Corps’ progress. 
“The Army Corps’ work 
involves many unknowns,” 
he said. “New information 
evolves as the investiga-
tion unfolds and we learn 
as much as we can about 
each circumstance.” AU 
may allow the unoccupied 
4825 Glenbrook Road 
house to be torn down for 

a more thorough investiga-
tion of chemical and munitions 
burial pits, which may extend 
under the house.

Sign Up for Guided Tours 

American University Experi-
ment Station's hour-long guided 
tours provide context to better 
understand the issues surround-
ing this Formerly Used Defense 
Site.  See  where testing 
occurred  during World War I 
and where chemical munitions 
are being removed today. The 
tour is free but donations are 
appreciated. For more informa-
tion contact wksla@aol.com. 

The  next Advisory Board meet-
ing  with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is June 14, 7:00 p.m. 
at Saint David’s Church basement, 
5150 Macomb Street, NW (one 
block north of MacArthur Blvd).

Search for American University Perchlorate Source Resumes

Archives & Special Collections, American University Library
Research Station christened at American University in 1918 to test chemi-
cal weapons.

Archives & Special Collections, American University Library
The Mary Graydon Center once housed the government’s largest chemi-
cal warfare research lab. 

ARLINGTON, Virginia 
— DeSmogBlog today 
released the first compre-
hensive report on the lob-
bying and misinformation 
campaigns run by the gas 
industry to confuse law-
makers and the public and 
effectively limit federal 
oversight of unconvention-
al gas operations.

The report found that 
the gas industry’s influence 
in Washington, D.C. has 
grown tremendously over 
the last few years because 
of the industry’s consolida-
tion into conglomerate oil 
corporations with new 
interest in unconventional 
gas plays. Although front 
groups promote the image 
of an “independent” indus-
try representing “mom and 
pop” companies, oil giants 
such as BP, ExxonMobil, 
Shell, ConocoPhillips and 

Chevron now dominate the 
gas patch.

In the report, DeSmog-
Blog also details the gas 
industry’s use of lobbying, 
campaign contributions and 
other forms of influence to 
successfully block federal 
efforts to hold oil and gas 
corporations accountable 
for their impacts on health 
and the environment.

Copying the tactics of 
the tobacco industry and 
chemical companies, the 
industry has tried to brand 
federal oversight, increased 
scrutiny and accountability 
measures as “economy-kill-
ing,” while oil and gas cor-
porations amass record 
profits and growth.

A growing body of sci-
entific evidence and inves-
tigative reports point to the 
threat of irreparable harm 
an unchecked gas-drilling 

boom poses to air and 
water quality and the health 
of American families.    

Given these recent 
developments and the find-
ings of this report, DeS-
mogBlog offered five rec-
ommendations to lawmak-
ers to ensure the protection 
of their constituents’ health 
and community:

•  A national moratori-
um on hydraulic fracturing 
until independent scientific 
studies are conducted to 
verify the process does not 
impact drinking water, 
public health and the glob-
al climate.

•  The federal govern-
ment should strictly over-
see setting and enforcing 
standards for unconven-
tional gas drilling. Federal 
officials should employ 
existing federal statutes that 
don’t currently apply to gas 

drilling, and review the 
need for any new standards 
necessary to protect public 
health and the environ-
ment. 

•  Greater scrutiny is 
needed into common drill-
ing practices such as 
cementing procedures, 
wastewater handling and 
storage of harmful drilling 
chemicals. 

•  Congress and federal 
agency officials must 
immediately require man-
datory industry reporting 
of lifecycle emissions of gas 
drilling operations to 
ensure relevant and reliable 
information is accessible to 
the public, especially inde-
pendent experts.

•  Congress and federal 
agency officials must also 
require mandatory disclo-
sure of hydraulic fracturing 
fluid chemicals, including 

the exact chemical recipes 
used in each operation.

  Link to the study: 
http://desmogblog.com/
files/desmog-fracking-the-
future.pdf

  About Us: DeSmog-
Blog exists to clear the PR 
pollution that is clouding 
the science on climate 
change. An overwhelming 
majority of the world’s cli-
mate scientists agree that 
the globe is warming and 
that the indiscriminate 
burning of fossil fuels is to 
blame. We know that the 
risks are incalculable and, 
increasingly, we under-
stand that the solutions are 
affordable and wise choices 
for many reasons. 

Contact  Brendan 
DeMelle, 206-588-2580 or 
Brendan@DeSmogBlog.
com; http://www.desmog-
blog.com

“Fracking the Future” Uncloaks Big Oil’s Takeover
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Awakening 
Booklet 

Now 
Available

Iona's Testimony: My life has be-
come so amazingly wonderful and 
peaceful since I turned it over to The 
Trustworthy And True Living Spirit, 
The Most High God that I want to 
share as much as I can about Him 
with everyone so I put all 10 "Awak-
ening" articles into a booklet, which 
I'll be happy to mail to you. My cost 
is about $6 (including postage) but, 
if you can't afford that, I will send 
it to you anyhow. Please send your 
check, money order, cash or request 
for a free booklet to:

 Iona Conner
Earth News

21431 Marlin Circle
Shade Gap, Pennsylvania 17255

You may email
 ionaconner@gmail.com
or phone 814-259-3680.

Thank you.

(First published February 2010)

This message is sent to you from the one 
who is here offering you help and guidance 

in your time of need, 
The Trustworthy And True Living Spirit, 

The Most High God.

In my Kingdom, men do not rule over men, 
women, nature or the environment and women 
do not rule over men, women, nature or the envi-
ronment.

In my Kingdom, I, The Most High God, not 
only choose to be led and receive guidance from 
The Trustworthy And True Living Spirits, my 
Council of Elders; I also depend on them to lead 
and guide my thoughts, words, actions, feelings, 
emotions and affections (to transmit emotions). 
My Council of Elders consists of these Trustwor-
thy And True Living Spirits:

I ask you to ask yourselves: Are you Guardians 
and Protectors of my Council of Elders or are you 
attacking and destroying them by your own 
thoughts, words, actions, feelings, emotions and 

affections?
To be a Guardian and Protector of my Council 

of Elders, it is not only allowing my Council of 
Elders to lead and guide you, but it is also accept-
ing them when others offer them to you. For 
example: 

It is not only being peaceful to all things 
around you but also accepting Peace when it is 
offered to you;

It is not only about giving Love, but also receiv-
ing it when it is offered to you;

It is not only about speaking Truth, it is also 
accepting the Truth when it is offered to you, and 
so on . . .  .

Only giving and receiving my Council of 
Elders in your thoughts, words, actions, feelings, 
emotions and affections are you protecting and 
guarding them and giving them life within you 
and your surroundings.

In my Kingdom, all things bow to my Council 
of Elders including me, The Most High God. 
There is no need for kings, queens, governments, 
religions, presidents, vice-presidents, secretaries 
of state, prime ministers, emperors, ambassadors, 
governors, Congress, senators, mayors, lords, 
earls, princes, princesses, commissioners, preach-
ers, popes, cardinals, evangelists, czars, etc.

There is also no need for money. (I will explain 
this more clearly at a future time.)

In this world, and especially now in the United 
States, I keep hearing, "How much money is 
needed for health care?" The question should be, 
"How much love and compassion, kindness, char-
ity, generosity, giving, sharing, caring . . . is need-
ed?"

In my Kingdom, all things are led and receive 
guidance from The Trustworthy And True Living 
Spirits, my Council of Elders. This applies to me, 
Most High God, and all races, tribes, nations, 
genders, species, individuals, couples, families, 
groups, neighborhoods, communities, villages, 
towns, cities, counties, states, countries, conti-
nents, planets, solar systems, galaxies and uni-
verses. My Council of Elders are perfect leaders 
for all Creation.

In this world, if your country calls you to go to 
war and you refuse, you can be arrested and/or 
imprisoned and in some countries, you can be put 
to death. But if you refuse to be peaceful, kind and 
gentle, there is no punishment.

In this world, if you are greedy, selfish and take 
advantage of others, there is no punishment as 
long as you pay your taxes; however, if you are 

penniless and/or homeless you can be arrested 
and imprisoned for vagrancy.

How is it that you live in a world where, if you 
cross the street wrong or park your car wrong, it is 
against humans' laws but there are no laws to pro-
tect my Council of Elders and the moral values in 
which they are. 

One lie or broken promise not only attacks and 
destroys the spirit of Truth, it also attacks and 
destroys the spirits of Love, Honor, Trust, Security, 
Friendship, Responsibility, Innocence, Honesty, 
Comfort, Confidence, Understanding, Righteous-
ness and pretty much the entire Council of 
Elders.

One argument, mean look or glare is attacking 
and destroying the spirits of Love, Peace, Forgive-
ness, Tolerance, Joy, Honor, Friendship, Trust, 
Security – again, the entire Council of Elders.

So, am I (The Trustworthy And True Living  
Spirit, The Most High God) and my Trustworthy 
And True Living Spirits (The Council of Elders) 
leading and guiding you from within, guarding 
and protecting your thoughts, words, actions, 
feelings, emotions and affections? Or are you 
being led and influenced by those who oppose 
and try to destroy me and my Council of Elders?

There is much, much more information that I 
have to share with you about these and other sub-
jects that you need to know so you can make fair 
and wise choices. I am waiting for television net-
works to have the courage to contact me through 
Iona Conner so I can speak freely to all of you and 
you can know me and see me.

Once again, I ask you PLEASE DO NOT ADD 
TO OR TAKE AWAY FROM THESE "AWAKEN-
ING" MESSAGES IN ANY WAY so that everyone 
is able to see their way clearly to make their own 
choice freely and fairly.

I also ask you to feel free to help me reach as 
many people as we can by sharing my "Awaken-
ing" messages whenever and wherever possible, 
hopefully the mainstream media. My thanks to all 
of you who help me share my messages.

Live Within the Light of My Love and My 
Truth.
Your Friend,
The Trustworthy And True Living Spirit, 
The Most High God

For further information about Most High God, 
contact Iona at 814-259-3680, ionaconner@gmail.
com, 21431 Marlin Circle, Shade Gap, Pennsylva-
nia 17255 or www.theorderoftheearth.com. 

THE AWAKENING: Part VII

LOVE
TRUTH
WISDOM
COUNSEL
UNDERSTANDING
KINDNESS
COMPASSION
PEACE
MODESTY
HUMILITY
INNOCENCE
FORGIVENESS
RIGHTEOUSNESS
PATIENCE
TOLERANCE
JUSTICE
FAIRNESS
JOY
CHARITY
GENEROSITY

HONOR
FRIENDSHIP
GIVING
RECEIVING
RESPONSIBILITY
SHARING
COMFORT
HONESTY
THANKS
TRUST
CONFIDENCE
HOPE
SECURITY
MERCY
CHIVALRY
RESPECT
GENTLENESS
GOODNESS	
CHOICE...etc.

By Bob Berwyn 
Summit County Citizen’s Voice: April 26, 2011

Volunteers in Colorado donated 1.3 million 
hours of their time in 2010 to care for habitats, 
build trails, preserve historic structures, educate 
youth and adults about the environment and staff 
visitors' centers. The combined value of these 
efforts is nearly $28 million, according to a new 
report released by the Colorado Stewardship Advi-
sory Council.

Hundreds of people came to the  State Capitol to 
celebrate those efforts on April 21, designated by 
Governor John Hickenloope as Outdoor Steward-
ship Day. The purpose was to raise awareness about 
the important role volunteerism plays in protecting 
and preserving state and national parks, national 
forests and Bureau of Land Management  lands.

“Colorado’s mountains and valleys and our 
incredible legacy of the state’s land and waters are a 
part of each person’s responsibility in the state to 
protect,” Hickenlooper said.

The new study released, titled “Colorado’s Pub-
lic Lands: Engaging our Communities in Their 
Care and Protection, Report on the Impact of Vol-
unteer Stewardship in 2010” reported:  

•Approximately 55 percent of total volunteer 
hours were spent working on federal lands; about 
24 percent on municipal and county open space 
and park lands and the remaining 21 percent on 
state lands.  

•Stipend volunteers, such as youth conservation 
corps and AmeriCorps National Civilian Community 
Corps, represent the largest group of volunteers con-

tributing to public lands work with 685,675 hours or 
53 percent of the total. Nonprofit groups organized 
360,332 collective hours for 28 percent of the total 
and the remaining 256,662 hours, or 19 percent, were 
organized directly by the land agencies.  

•Outdoor recreation contributes over $10 bil-
lion annually to Colorado’s economy, supports 
107,000 jobs across Colorado, generates nearly 
$500 million in annual state tax revenue and pro-
duces $7.6 billion annually in retail sales and ser-
vices across Colorado.”

People interested in getting involved in Colora-
do outdoor stewardship can learn about volunteer 
opportunities such as trail building and mainte-
nance, re-foresting, preservation of historic struc-
tures and more at: www.volunteeroutdoors.net or 
www.voc.org.

The Stewardship Advisory Council is a public-
private collaboration formed in 2010 to address 
outdoor stewardship issues and actively work to 
support an increased role for public involvement in 
the preservation and conservation of Colorado’s 

natural and cultural heritage. The Council is hosted 
and staffed by Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado.

For information, contact Sue at sue@voc.org or 
at 303-818-7264. Read the report at http://www.
scribd.com/doc/53908144/Report-on-the-value-
of-land-stewardship-in-Colorado.

For stories like this one, please go to www.sum-
mitvoice.org.  This is an independent source for 
environmental news, especially in Colorado and 
the Rocky Mountains. 

Land Stewardship Ethic More Critical Than Ever

Photo by  Bob Berwyn
Public lands need your help everywhere. A new organization aims to engage one million Coloradans in volunteer efforts.

ATLANTA, Georgia, April 20, 2011 
(ENS, excerpt) — A Georgia adminis-
trative law court has sided with two 
citizen groups opposed to the pro-
posed Longleaf coal-fired power plant 
in Blakely, Georgia, designed to be the 
largest coal plant in the nation. 

According to the ruling issued 
April 19th, a permit issued by the 
Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division (EPD) did not sufficiently 
limit harmful air pollution that will be 
emitted by the plant, to be located in 
southwestern Georgia. 

EPD must reconsider its permit 
after the court found flaws in provi-
sions designed to make Longleaf a 
“minor” source of pollution for toxic 
air pollutants. 

EPD’s permit would allow New 
Jersey-based LS Power to build the 
country’s largest coal plant and classify 
it as a “minor” source of pollution, a 
strategy aimed at getting around 
stricter pollution controls required for 
a “major” source of pollution. 

EPD defended the permit on the 
ground that it contained safeguards to 
ensure that the plant would emit at 
“minor” source levels. 

The court found, however, that the 
permit’s monitoring and reporting 
scheme could “miss” many tons of 
toxic air emissions each year, includ-

ing emissions of known carcinogens 
like formaldehyde. 

The court also found that the per-
mit did not account for toxic air emis-
sions from the entire facility. The court 
sent the permit back to the state agen-
cy to address these issues. 

The court upheld the permit in 
other respects, disagreeing with the 
challengers’ core contention the facili-
ty remained a “major” source of toxic 
air pollutants despite the provisions 
designed to make it “minor.” 

The mercury and air toxics rule 
recently proposed by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency observes 
no distinction between “major” and 
“minor” coal-fired utilities, holding 
them all to a common set of standards, 
including a mercury limit that is 
sharply lower than the limit in the 
permit. 

However, the proposed rule will 
not become final until November and 
Longleaf would have several years to 
comply with the new standard. 

Longleaf is designed to be a 
1200-megawatt plant that would emit 
millions of tons of pollutants each year 
in Early County along the Chatta-
hoochee River. LS Power can sell the 
power to buyers anywhere in the U.S. 
without being subject to any regula-
tion by Georgia’s Public Service Com-

mission. 
GreenLaw, a nonprofit public inter-

est law firm, represented Friends of 
the Chattahoochee and the Georgia 
Chapter of the Sierra Club in their 
challenge to the EPD decision to 
approve the construction of the power 
plant. 

“This is another step on our jour-
ney,” said Bobby McLendon, president 
of Friends of the Chattahoochee. “We 
need the pollution controls called for 
by the Clean Air Act in order to pro-
tect all our citizens, but especially our 
children, from being forced to breathe 
dirty air.” 

“We are pleased that we were able 
to make progress on this complex 
case, which arbitrarily classifies a mas-
sive plant as a 'minor' rather than 
'major' source of air pollution,” said 
GreenLaw Executive Director Justine 
Thompson. “Although the court is 
returning the permit to EPD for fur-
ther consideration, we are disappoint-
ed that the classification of Longleaf as 
a minor source of pollution was not 
rejected.” 

“EPD should be doing a better job 
protecting public health and enforcing 
the Clean Air Act,” said Colleen Kier-
nan, director of the Georgia Chapter 
of the Sierra Club . . .  .

Georgia Court Rejects Air Permit for New Coal-Fired Power Plant

Photo Credit Unknown   
Coheelee Creek near Blakey, Georgia.


