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Grassroots Power
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Greenpeace activists attach themselves to the mooring ropes of  the NYK 
ORION in Rotterdam. 

By Ntandoyenkosi Ncube
 

   JOHANNESBURG, March 25, 
2010 (IPS) — “Some said, how 
can women dancers tell us about 
climate change? Some said, how 
can dancers talk about planting 
trees? Others asked, how can 
women dancers build schools? 
But now the government says a 
drum has managed to fill our 
granaries, a dancer has managed 
to build schools.”

With these words, Kamoto 
Community Arts director Mary 
Manzole illuminated how a Zam-
bian women’s dance group used 
theater for development to 
encourage villagers to plant more 
than 5,000 trees and erect three 
classroom blocks in three years 
in Zambia’s Southern Province. 

Manzole was speaking during 
the Celebrating SADC (South 
African Development Commu-
nity) Women in Theatre and 
Dance Festival held in Johannes-
burg earlier in March. 

Organized by the Southern 
Africa Theatre Initiatives (SATI), 
the festival sought to highlight 
the role played by female artists 
in SADC in uniting and trans-
forming the region.

“Women artists are neglected 
despite the great work they are 

doing to unite and develop our 
communities. What they need is 
to be recognized and be sup-
ported only,” SATI secretary Mpo 
Molepo told IPS. “They must be 
given same opportunity as their 
male counterparts.” Manzole said 
her group spends time in the 
community doing “baseline 
research” to identify issues 
affecting them, then the group 
writes and performs plays to 
raise awareness of the issues. 

In 2002, Kamoto Community 
Arts identified deforestation as a 
serious problem in Zambia’s 
Southern Province and ram-
shackle classrooms as affecting 
students at Chiyumu Basic 
School. 

“With climate change, there 
was a lot of deforestation taking 
place and we used theatre to 
encourage people to plant trees. 
After our play, they started plant-
ing trees and this changed the 
rainfall pattern in the whole 
province. 

“This changed the entire 
farming trend in this province 
that for years used to buy maize 
from other provinces and is now 
a seller,” explained group mem-
ber, Jean Shamende. 

“Through our play we raised 
money for the construction of 

three classroom 
blocks at Chiyumu 
Basic School that 
we later handed 
over to the govern-
ment,” Manzole 
told IPS. 

Ghetto Artists, a 
group of young 
women from 
Botswana, present-
ed one of their 
plays, “Strength of 
A Woman” during 
the festival. The 
play portrays the 
tragic and true-life 
abuses experienced 
by the young 
women. 

“We are seeing 
the positive impact 
of this play [in 
Botswana]; abused 
girls are coming up 
disclosing, some are 
seeking counseling 
and parents and 
men are confessing. 
Young girls and 
boys are going back 
to school through 
this play,” said play director, 
Saone Bokitshane. 

She added: “Art is very pow-
erful. Through arts, you can heal 

people and through art you can 
educate the whole community 
and reconstruct the country. It is 
high time that our governments 

fund female artists to produce 
plays on HIV/AIDS. Through 
women’s plays we can stop the 
spread of this epidemic.” 

Members of the public who 
attended the festival got a chance 
to watch and discuss several 
other plays, including Lumba, a 
play from Zambia about a female 
chieftain in the 19th century who 
raised an all-women army against 
an enemy tribe and who is cele-
brated as a powerful prophetess. 

From Zimbabwe there was 
‘Ebony and Ivory’, about two 
women and the emotional roller-
coaster and trauma caused by 
war, violence and torture. 

They also viewed powerful 
performances in plays and dance 
reflecting women’s lives from 
Lesotho and South Africa. 

The festival was also an 
opportunity to highlight issues 
affecting women artists them-
selves, including gender dispari-
ties in the industry. According to 
the Artists’ Rights Union, barely 
five percent of directors and pro-
ducers are women. 

The festival was the culmina-
tion of research commissioned 
by SATI in South Africa, Malawi, 
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Mauritius, Swaziland, the Sey-
chelles, Mozambique, Tanzania 

and Lesotho. The study by Tan-
zanian actor and academic, Pro-
fessor Amandina Lihamba, 
sought to investigate whether 
women’s voices were being ade-
quately heard in Southern Afri-
ca’s arts and literature circles. 

“Men are better respected in 
theater. Equality of any kind does 
not exist for women in the arts 
industry,” said Creative Workers 
Union of South Africa Gender 
Coordinator, Nakedi Ribane. 

Artists Trust of Southern 
Africa director Eugene Malotana 
placed some of the blame on 
SADC governments. “Our gov-
ernments are not serious with 
this sector,” she said. 

Malotana’s sentiments were 
echoed by Felicia Lumka, a 
member of the cast of Thursday’s 
Child, a South African play about 
a young girl who is flung into 
destitution, abuse, squalor and 
prostitution when she is aban-
doned by her lovesick mother. 

Lumka questioned why SADC 
leaders could not give the arts 
the same sort of attention they 
give to soccer. She called on 
SADC governments to commis-
sion more work from women 
artists and for government and 
business to put more money into 
filmmaking. 

African Women Dancers Can Fill Granaries

Photo by Ntandoyenkosi Ncube/IPS
Ghetto Artists director Saone Bokitshane 
performing at the Celebrating South African 
Development Community's Women in The-
atre and Dance Festival.

ROTTERDAM, The Netherlands, 
April 2, 2010 (ENS) — After Greenpeac-
ers chained themselves to the mooring 
ropes of a container ship carrying whale 
meat early this morning, Rotterdam port 
police promised that the whale meat ship-
ment en route to Japan from Iceland will 
remain at the port. 

The owners of the container ship NYK 
ORION decided to offload seven contain-
ers of meat from endangered fin whales 
rather than carry on with trade in an 
endangered species. 

“Today Greenpeace was able just in 
time to prevent this shipment of whale 
meat from continuing; such action should 
no longer be necessary,” said Greenpeace 
oceans campaigner Pavel Klinckhamers. 

“The Dutch authorities must ensure 
that whale meat never again comes to the 
Rotterdam harbor,” he said. “They must 
work to end the whale meat trade.” 

Early this morning, 15 Greenpeace 
activists chained themselves to the moor-
ing ropes of the NYK ORION to prevent 
the container ship from leaving port. 

Greenpeace’s actions against the ship-
ment combined with the support of work-
ers at the Rotterdam port resulted in the 
containers being removed from the ves-
sel. 

The 15 activists unchained themselves 
after the whale meat at issue was unload-
ed. Seven Greenpeace activists were 
arrested as a result of today’s protest and 
are expected to be released shortly. 

The container ship NYK ORION is 
owned by the Japanese company Nippon 
Yusen Kabushiki Kaisha based in Tokyo. 
The NYK Group is a comprehensive 
logistics and transportation provider with 
services by ocean, land and air. 

The NYK Group had no immediate 
comment on the incident. In general, the 
company takes a pro-active position on 
environmental conservation saying it is 
implementing three medium-term strate-
gies aimed at realizing “a green and beau-
tiful Earth” and passing on “a peaceful 
society to future generations.” 

The company said it is working to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, pro-
mote activities to conserve the global 

environment and strengthen group envi-
ronmental management. No company 
policy on whaling or the transport of 
whale meat is stated. 

Japan is the world’s most active whal-
ing nation and the government promotes 
the consumption of whale meat to the 
Japanese people. 

The fin whale can grow to 27 meters 
(88 1/2 feet) in length and is the second 
largest whale alive, after the blue whale. 

The International Union for the Con-
servation of Nature Red List of Threat-
ened Species classes this whale species as 
Endangered and gives a rough total esti-
mate of about 53,000 fin whales in the 
North Atlantic ocean in the year 2000. 

International trade in fin whales and 
other whales is banned under the Con-
vention on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species, CITES. The Netherlands is 
one of the 175 signatories to this treaty. 

Japan and Iceland refuse to comply 
with the CITES ban and continue to trade 
in whale meat. 

The head office of Greenpeace Inter-
national is based in Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands and today’s action was aimed 
not only at the Japanese shipping compa-
ny but also at the Dutch government. 

“The Netherlands has to be clear about 
its position,” said Klinckhamers. Does it 
want to have a hand in the transit of 
illicit whale meat?”

“We want to send a clear message,” he 
said. “If the Netherlands is involved in 
whale trade, it is jointly responsible for 
the unacceptable downfall of this endan-
gered species.” 

At the annual International Whaling 
Commission meeting in Morocco in June, 
member governments are expected to 
vote on lifting the moratorium on com-
mercial whaling that has been in place 
since 1986. 

Supporters of the return to commer-
cial whaling, such as Japan, say it would 
reduce the number of whales being hunt-
ed. But continuation of the ban is sup-
ported by many governments, including 
the United States, the European Union 
and Australia, as well as Greenpeace and 
other environmental groups. 

TOKYO, Japan, April 12, 2010 
(ENS) — A New Zealand anti-whaling 
activist who boarded a Japanese whal-
ing vessel in the Southern Ocean has 
been charged with five crimes, includ-
ing trespassing, carrying a weapon 
and causing injury. 

Pete Bethune, of the U.S.-based Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society, 
boarded the Shonan Maru No. 2 Feb-
ruary 15, intending to make a citizen’s 
arrest of its captain who rammed and 
sank Bethune’s vessel, the Ady Gil 
(photo), in January. 

He was taken into custody, then 
was arrested and charged earlier this 
month after the ship returned to 
Japan. 

Bethune has been charged with 
vandalism, carrying a weapon, injur-
ing a crewman and obstruction of 
passage of a vessel. He had earlier 
been charged with trespassing on the 
Japanese ship after boarding the vessel 
from a jet ski. If found guilty, Bethune 
could be imprisoned for up to 15 
years. 

The incident occurred as Sea Shep-
herd activists attempted for the sixth 
year in a row to halt Japan’s annual 
whale hunt in Antarctic waters. 

On January 6th Captain Bethune 
was at the helm of the Sea Shepherd’s 
ship, the futuristic catamaran Ady Gil, 
when the catamaran was run over, cut 
in two and sunk by the much larger 
Shonan Maru No. 2. The destruction 
of the Ady Gil endangered the lives of 
her six international volunteer crew-
members. 

Captain Bethune’s response was to 
board the Shonan Maru No. 2 so he 
could confront the captain responsible 
for the destruction of the Ady Gil. 

Sea Shepherd founder Captain Paul 
Watson says the charges are “bogus” 
and calls Bethune a “prisoner of war.” 

“The very fact that the captain of 
the Japanese ship has not been ques-
tioned for the destruction of the Sea 
Shepherd vessel denies any civilian 
description of the Shonan Maru 2,” 
said Watson. “A civilian vessel would 
have been investigated and the captain 
questioned and charged for a felony 
offense. Even if the collision were an 
accident, the captain would have been 
questioned.” 

“Only military officers are immune 
to questioning by civilian authorities 
and that is the case with this incident,” 
Watson said. 

“Where are the charges against the 
captain of the Shonan Maru No. 2 for 
violently attacking the Sea Shepherd 
vessel Ady Gil?” asks Watson. 

Captain Chuck Swift was com-
manding the Sea Shepherd ship Bob 
Barker and rescued the Ady Gil crew 
from the water after the attack in Jan-
uary. 

"I watched the Shonan Maru No. 2 
intentionally travel into and run over 
the Ady Gil and thought my crew and 
I were going to be recovering injured 
and/or murdered crew,” said Swift. “It 
is astounding that Japan is prosecut-
ing Captain Bethune while ignoring 
the many crimes of its own illegal 
whaling fleet — and shameful that the 

world is allowing it to do so unchal-
lenged.” 

The crew of the Shonan Maru No. 
2 said the activists had tried to snare 
their propeller with a rope and had 
thrown butyric acid at the ship, giving 
a “chemical burn” to one sailor. 

Sea Shepherd denies that Bethune 
caused injury and said the substance 
thrown was rancid butter that smells 
bad but cannot cause injury. 

Watson says the Australian author-
ities should have investigated the inci-
dent because it took place in the waters 
of the Australian Antarctic Territory. 

Only New Zealand Maritime 
Authorities have attempted to ques-
tion the captain of the Shonan Maru 
No. 2, Watson said but, because Japan 
is not cooperating, New Zealand 
authorities cannot proceed. 

Watson describes Captain Bet-
hune’s boarding of the Shonan Maru 
2, saying, “He boarded a ship moving 
through frigid Antarctic waters at fif-
teen knots in the dark of night. He 
jumped from a jet ski to the harpoon 
vessel, slipped and fell into the sea, 
was picked up and attempted the 
boarding a second time, past sharp 
anti-boarding spikes and netting. He 
remained on the ship for nearly two 
hours until sunrise when he calmly 
knocked on the door of the wheel-
house and presented himself to the 
captain who sank his ship.” 

Watson says the assault charge is 
based on an incident that was filmed 
by professional cameras and “clearly 
shows the whalers firing pepper spray 
into the wind and back into their own 
faces.” 

“He has been charged with 
obstructing business despite the fact 
that the business he was obstructing is 
illegal under international conserva-
tion law and despite the fact that the 
whaling is supposed to be for research 
and not a business,” says Watson. 

“He is being charged with damage 
to property for cutting a hole in a net 
to board the ship that destroyed our 
vessel valued at U.S. $3 million, Wat-
son said. 

Watson points out that Bethune is 
charged under an obscure law called 

the Sword Control Law, the same law 
that Emperor Meiji introduced in 
1865 to confiscate the swords from 
the samurai. The knife that Bethune 
used to cut the net to board the ship is 
being categorized as a sword. 

A lawyer on Bethune’s defense 
team says the charges laid against him 
by Japan are “ridiculous.” 

“Some of them we don’t even really 
know what the factual basis is,” said 
Seattle attorney Dan Harris. 

Harris said the Japanese legal sys-
tem has been tainted by politics and 
appears to have given in to the whal-
ers. 

Watson says the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society will help pro-
vide Bethune with the best legal 
defense possible and stand by his fam-
ily while he is a prisoner. 

“What we will not do is retreat or 
surrender to the outlaw whalers,” Wat-
son said. 

“We are presently rallying our 
resources, raising funds and preparing 
to return to the Southern Ocean next 
December,” said Watson. “I already 
have a dozen volunteers willing to 
board Japanese whaling ships next 
season, willing to be taken prisoner 
and willing to sacrifice their freedom 
and risk their lives for the whales.” 

Japan Charges Sea Shepherd 
Captain With Five Crimes

Greenpeace Blocks Whale Meat 
Shipment in the Netherlands
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The Sea Shepherd vessel Ady Gil was sunk by Japanese whalers.
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A pessimist makes difficulties of one's opportunities 
and an optimist makes opportunities of one's difficulties.

 Winston Churchill 


