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and the benefits of growth, which we need 
to have to take people out of poverty, with 
coming up with cleaner and greener ways 
to achieve those goals,” said Dr. Stephen 
Schneider, the Think Tank curator of Roth-
bury.

When it comes to climate change, an is-
sue that this generation of young people 
and emerging adults has such a potential 
to impact positively, the music community 
was a logical one to attract. But the fusion 
between the typical music fan and nerdy 
scientist types and artists who draw people’s 
attention is something that has rarely been 
demonstrated successfully, yet Rothbury 
succeeded with flying colors. 

While lots of fans and concert organizers 
alike don’t typically make a conscious ef-
fort to recycle while they are basking in the 
harmonious sounds of their favorite musi-
cal artists, the Rothbury production, which 
featured performances from over 80 diverse 
musical artists — including Dave Matthews 
Band, 311 and Snoop Dogg — set in mo-
tion a novel festival mentality that revolved 
around minimizing personal waste while 
having a great time. 

Among the wooded forests, a sparkling 
lake and wide-open fields, the beauty of 
the nature that the concert-goers were 
submerged in at the Double JJ Ranch was 
enough to inspire a mentality of environ-
mental consciousness. The one drunken 
partier who had the audacity to break a 
branch off a low-hanging tree along a path-
way was greeted

You Can See It on TV,
But You Cannot Imagine 

It in Real Life
By Barbara Erakko Taylor

What is Happening to The Mountain State?

      When we hear the words “Appalachian Mountains,” depending 
on our connection to or with the states associated in making up 
this mountain range, we conjure images in our mind’s eye. My con-
nection is of memories at my grandparent’s home in a small rural 

town in West Virginia that time has kept away from the popular cul-
ture of 2008.  This town is so small and so removed from any large 
city, that the closest Wal-Mart is at least 90 minutes drive-time. The 
mountainous driving and terrain have never been encouraging for 
the possibility intended to accommodate interstate traffic or com-
merce flowing with ease. Most folks that live in rural Appalachia 
would tell you that they “are just fine” with this solitude. Most can’t 
imagine living in a house that doesn’t boast a front or back porch, 
an extra acre or two for a vegetable garden, their own wild berry 
bushes, or a neighbor’s horseshoe pit.  

A Look at Coal Mining from 
a Mountaineer at Heart

By Cinthia S. Waugh, Sykesville, MD

By Arikia Millikan, New York City

Continued on Page 15 Continued on Page 10

Eye-Witness 
Report from 

Floods

It’s the stench that gets to you.  Hanni-
bal, Missouri stayed high and dry behind 
it’s levee, but water seeped into Main 
Street basements, a sewer line broke 
dumping raw sewage into one building 
and it couldn’t be fixed till the water table 
dropped.  Store owners were forced to 
dump gallons of liquid bleach into their 
basements to prevent mold, then pump 
the mess out where it flowed into sewers 
and then (probably) back into the broken 
sewer line.   

I work in a cooperative art gallery.  
Luckily (in this case) I’ve lost my sense of 
smell but ended up with a sore throat — 
the choice being a reaction to mold or to 
bleach, or both. I am one of the “canar-
ies in the mine” and my throat tells me 
things are getting better pretty fast now, 
but ...  

In our tiny microcosm, the Midwest 
heat sucks up the excessive moisture, 
builds thunderous clouds, and dumps 
the rain back upon us.  Some of the 
storms have been horrific even by prairie 
standards.  Very unlike the east coast, 
you literally sit inside the thunderstorm.  
It seems to lay right down on the ground.  
You can hardly see through the dense 
grayness.  It doesn’t move, sometimes for 
nearly an hour.  The thunder doesn’t just 
roll — it   R   O   L   L   S —  sometimes 
up to a minute.  

Water forces itself into your conscious-
ness on every level.  I had driven home 
from St. Louis along the Illinois side 
taking the scenic river route.  I had en-
tirely “forgotten” the river woes and was 
intoxicated by the vast Mississippi River 
and the Illinois cliffs.  But then I began 
to see the dead 

Rothbury Music Festival Rocks Green

Continued on Page 12

July 3rd through 6th, the Rothbury Mu-
sic Festival was held in Rothbury, 

Michigan with the goal of creating zero en-
vironmental impact and raising awareness 
about environmental conservation. And 
while there was initially skepticism about 

the delivery of such an event, the turn-out 
of over 45,000 people and the superb degree 
of execution of the camping, concerts and 
countless other forms of entertainment set 
in place a model of successfully “greening” 
a large-scale music festival.

The festival came about through the 
idea that it is going to take communities of 
people working together to begin to make a 
productive dent in the climate change prob-
lem that is threatening our planet. “What 
we’re trying to do is balance the side effects

A Successful Green Model 
for Low-Impact 

Concerts and Events
By Arikia Millikan New York City

As the sun descended, thousands of  fans gathered to hear Zappa Plays Zappa on the 
first night of  the festivities. Photo by Arikia Millikan
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Dear Friends,
I am very grateful to Mary Elizabeth 

Kenel and Joe Skeffington for a gener-
ous donation to The Order of the Earth 
in memory of Joe’s mother, who loved 
to garden. This was the first time we re-
ceived a gift in someone’s honor and I 
was honored.

I am also grateful for all my friends 
who provided their wonderful articles 
and photos for this month’s issue.

If someone out there knows InDesign 
publishing software better than I (and 
that’s not very well), I would be tick-
led if you would volunteer to help me 
when I get stuck. I wasted many hours 
being “stuck” this month. Fortunately, 
Carla in Huntingdon rescued me and 
the paper just in time to get this over to 
the Herald-Mail for printing. I am also 
grateful to Brian at the Herald-Mail for  
doing a bit of coaching along the way.

If you only knew how inept I am, you 
would be surprised that this gets done at 
all! For instance, I have no idea how to 
get rid of this pink background I made.

Well, enough of my woes. 
I did get two wonderful freelance 

writing assignments so that keeps me 
off the streets job-hunting in territory 
in which minimum wage is standard, 
so I am also grateful for those. If you 
know of any other similar opportunites, 
please be sure to tell me.

This is truly a TEAM effort! 
For the Earth,
Iona

From the Editor

FAIR USE NOTICE
This newspaper contains copyrighted material, the use of which has not always been specifically authorized 
by the copyright owner, although we do try. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance 
understanding of environmental, political, human rights, economic, democracy, scientific, and social justice 
issues, etc. We believe this constitutes a “fair use” of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U. S. C. Section 107, the material on this site is 
distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information 
for educational purposes. For more information, go to www.law.cornell.edu. uscode/17/107.shtml. If you wish 
to use copyrighted material from this newspaper for purposes of your own that go beyond “fair use,” you must 
obtain permission from the copyright owner. (Ed: This newspaper does not make a  profit yet).
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Let us know what YOU are 
doing to help create or restore 

ecological balance in your 
life and in the world.

SEPTEMBER’S DEADLINE: 
AUGUST 10
Email us at 

ionaconner@pa.net

“The Order of the Earth News”
is a Monthly Publication

Our Goal: To create a hugely success-
ful newspaper that will report the story 
of people around the world working to 
protect their land bases, strengthen local 
communities and achieve 90% green-
house gas reductions by 2030.
Our Mission: To inspire and encour-
age readers to think seriously, act intel-
ligently and be peaceful, compassionate 
and creative.
The Dream: Humans can co-exist with 
Nature and, once they do, both will 
flourish again.

Contact Us
Mail: HCR 83 Box 881 Shade Gap, 
         Pennsylvania 17255
Email: ionaconner@pa.net
Phone: 814-259-3680
Web: www.theorderoftheearth.com

“The Order of the Earth News” is a 
project of the 501(c)(3) Grassroots 
Coalition. Tax-deductible contribu-
tions may be made to Grassroots Co-
alition with “OE” on the memo line. 
Mail to: HCR 83 Box 881, Shade Gap, 
Pennsylvania 17255. Thanks!!

Publisher/Editor — Iona Conner

Publishing Partners — Kim Stenley, 
Christine Maccabee, Zachary Chludil,     

       Arikia Millikan and John Conner

Layout/Design — Katherine 
Lukaszewicz and Arikia Millikan

Printing — The Herald-Mail Co., Hag-
erstown, Maryland, a family-owned 

business using 40% recycled paper and 
soy-based ink.

DEADLINE FOR ALL 
SUBMISSIONS: 

10TH OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH

1st Amendment to the
United States Constitution

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people to peaceably assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Page 2   About Us

Wish List
PHILANTHROPIST…..$$$$$$$$$
One month’s printing of 2,000 color  
     copies…..$625
One month’s postage…..$100
One set of cartridges for large color        
     printer.....$120

WANTED 
DISTRIBUTORS

We are looking for people to sell our pa-
pers at events or stores. We would be happy 
for you to earn a little bit of money helping 
us do this. Please call Iona at 814-259-3680.
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Convent Lands 
Purchased for 
Open Space

MENDAM TOWNSHIP, New Jersey 
— The Trust for Public Land (TPL) 
announced today the protection of 
112 acres through a purchase from 
the Sisters of Saint John the Baptist in 
Mendham Township, New Jersey. The 
$8.4 million purchase relieved the sisters 
of a large portion of land that they have 
owned for decades, but which had be-
come more than they wanted to manage 
as the numbers in their order declined.

The land, which is located north of 
Mosley Road, will be now owned and 
managed by Mendham Township, the 
New Jersey Water Supply Authority, and 
Schiff Natural Lands Trust, which runs a 
nearby nature preserve. TPL negotiated 
the purchase and lined up eight funding 
sources to cover the cost. 

Schering-Plough Unveils 
Plans for Largest Rooftop 

Solar in U.S.
By Michael J. Kelly, excerpt

Submitted by Joan Norris Daurio

SUMMIT, New Jersey (The Inde-
pendent Press May 14, 2008) — In an 
announcement timed to coincide with 
the city’s first-ever Greenfest, Schering-
Plough Corp. announced on Saturday 
that it will build a 1.7 megawatt solar 
photovoltaic system on the roofs of  
eight buildings at the company’s Summit 
campus. 

When completed this year, the solar 
panels will cover an 11-acre expanse and 
will be the largest rooftop solar installa-
tion in the United States and one of the 
largest in North America.

Schering-Plough expects that the 
energy supplied by the solar panels will 
provide approximately 12% of the com-
pany’s peak energy needs during daytime 
hours when purchasing energy is most 
expensive.

Schering-Plough has adopted a 2012 
target of reducing its carbon dioxide 
emissions 5% below its 2002 levels.

New Jersey
U.S. Judge Blocks 

Gas Drilling in Forest

TRAVERSE CITY, Michigan— A 
federal judge has overturned a decision 
by the U.S. Forest Service to allow oil 
and gas drilling near a forest and a river 
in Michigan’s northern Lower Peninsula.

U.S. District Judge David Lawson of 
Detroit ruled that the agency had acted 
“arbitrarily and capriciously” in 2005 by 
giving Savoy Energy LP of Traverse City 
a permit to drill an exploratory well near 
the Au Sable River’s south branch.

The proposed wellhead would be 
located in the Huron-Manistee National 
Forest about three-tenths of a mile from 
the Mason Tract, a 4,679-acre wilderness 
area prized by anglers and other outdoor 
recreationists.

Forest supervisor Leanne Marten 
said when approving Savoy’s application 
that the project wouldn’t significantly 
harm the environment and the company 
would be required to keep noise to a 
minimum.

But the judge ruled that the Forest 
Service didn’t consider how degrading 
the area could harm tourism and said 
the agency did a “woefully inadequate” 
job of evaluating how drilling might 
affect the Kirtland’s warbler, an endan-
gered songbird that nests in the area.

The Sierra Club and Anglers of the 
Au Sable, sued the government to halt 
the drilling. Joining the suit was Tim 
Mason, whose grandfather, auto execu-
tive George Mason, donated the original 
1,200 acres to the state upon his death in 
1954 and asked that it be maintained as 
wilderness. “The ruling supports what 
my grandfather’s vision was. It’s a vic-
tory,” said Mason, a Woodstock, Illinois, 
businessman.

The plan was to clear about 3.5 acres 
of forest for a well site on federal land, 
then drill beneath the Mason Tract at an 
angle. If enough gas or oil was found, the 
company intended to install a pipeline 
and build a production facility about a 
mile east of the well. 
Ryan Talbott, Forest Watch Coordinator 
Allegheny Defense Project 
311 Pitt Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15221 
www.alleghenydefense.org 
rtalbott@alleghenydefense.org

State Forests for Lease 
to Highest Bidder for Gas

HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania (Daily 
News, Huntingdon July 15, 2008) -- One of 
Appalachia’s largest landowners, Pennsyl-
vania’s state forestry agency, wants in on 
any windfall from drilling a potentially 
lucrative natural gas formation.

More than 74,000 acres (or more than 
115 square miles) in three north-central 
Pennsylvania state forests went up for bid 
Monday to natural gas companies that 
are in hot pursuit of the mostly untapped 
Marcellus Shale gas formation ... .

[Ed.: The last thing Earth needs is more 
natural  gas (methane) burned. It’s 23 
times more potent than carbon dioxide.]

Save Forests by Buying 
Drilling Rights
By Brian Ferry, excerpt

Warren Times Observer July 18, 2008 
-- Buying the subsurface rights in areas 
of the Allegheny National Forest (ANF) 
might be the only way to prevent oil and 
gas development in those areas.

The United States has no contractual 
relationship with the owners of more than 
half of the privately-owned mineral rights 
beneath the Allegheny National Forest 
and minimal contractual relationship with 
almost all of the others.

In an effort to get as much acreage as 
possible, the U.S. Forest Service did not 
buy subsurface rights when it created the 
Allegheny National Forest.

Now, according to a Pennsylvania Oil 
and Gas Association (POGAM) legal 
analysis, the Forest Service does not have 
the authority to require a permit for oil 
and gas development, nor to otherwise 
deny a subsurface owner from accessing 
that property. If the Forest Service were 
to buy the subsurface rights, the agency 
would be in the position to either approve 
drilling or deny it.

The subsurface rights’ owners would be 
willing to discuss selling their property to 
the Forest Service or private buyers who 
do not want to see development. “Repre-
sentatives of POGAM would be happy to 
talk to the Forest Service,” said POGAM 
ANF Committee Chairman Craig Mayer. 

Michigan Korea
(EcoSpace.cc, July 16, 2008) -- Dong-

gwang is a completely energy indepen-
dent village located on the western half 
of Jeju-do island, the largest of South 
Korea’s semi-tropical southern islands. 
The picturesque island is also home to 
Halla Mountain, a volcano that rises 
from the center of the island, and is the 
tallest mountain in South Korea.

Large beds of photovoltaic panels 
can be found on each of the 40 houses 
in Donggwang generating all the power 
necessary for the village to run. Even 
the local elementary school runs on free 
electric energy from the sun. In 2004, 
the government paid for 70% of the 
installation fees to help create the state-
of-the-art, renewable-energy village.

Choo Chan Lee, a resident of Dong-
gwang and former successful grocery 
store owner in New York, describes what 
he likes best about his chosen place of 
retirement, “In Jeju we don’t have many 
factories, so the air is very nice. Very 
nice environment. The motto is a clean 
city — clean island. They’re trying to do 
this solar and then the windmills. My 
favorite part of living in Jeju is the fresh 
air, the clean air.”

Donggwang sets an incredible exam-
ple of the potential for clean renewable 
energy systems in an area of the world 
that is typically overshadowed by China’s 
excessive pollution.

California
First State With Plan
By Margot Roosevelt, excerpt
Los Angeles Times June 26, 2008 — 

California air regulators today an-
nounced a bold plan to slash greenhouse 
gas emissions that would alter the way 
utilities generate electricity, auto-makers 
build cars and developers construct 
buildings and launch the nation’s broad-
est market in carbon-credit trading.

California’s blueprint is the first 
comprehensive effort to combat global 
warming by any American state and 
comes nearly three weeks after the U.S. 
Senate threw out a national greenhouse 
gas bill that would have set similar tar-
gets. [Ed.: Not a great bill.]

Pennsylvania
By Mark Levy, AP excerpt South Korea’s Solar Village
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Perugia, Italy. Photo by Iona.

Canada
Economists Praise 

Carbon Tax
By Mike De Souza, excerpt

OTTOWA, Canada (canaca.com, June 
19, 2008) — Liberal Leader Stephanie 
Dion’s new “green shift” would make win-
ners and losers across the country, top 
economists and fiscal experts predicted.

The plan is designed to collect money 
through new taxes on activities which re-
lease greenhouse gases through the burning 
of fossil fuels — such as home heating oil — 
trapping heat in the atmosphere and caus-
ing global warming. Although most experts 
contacted by Canwest News Service said 
they needed to see more details to calculate 
the impact on pollution, they all agreed that 
the Liberal proposal was an important step 
toward a low-carbon economy.

The Liberals have calculated that the 
carbon tax would gradually rise, forcing the 
average household to pay $60 more in the 
first year of the plan, increasing to about 
$250 in the fourth year. But while the plan 
calls for tax cuts for individual Canadians, 
families and businesses as well as new fi-
nancial incentives and benefits for rural and 
low-income households, those who rely on 
fossil fuels for heating in some of the colder 
parts of the country will wind up with less 
money in the bank ... .

Italy

Israel
2,000-Year-Old Seed 

Sprouts Into Life
By Wendy Hansen, excerpt

JERUSALEM, Israel (The Star-Ledger 
Newark June 13, 2008) — Scientists using 
radiocarbon dating have confirmed that a 
Judean date palm seed found in the ruins 
of Masada and planted three years ago is 
2,000 years old — the oldest seed ever to 
germinate.

The seed has grown into a healthy, 
4-foot-tall seedling, surpassing the previ-
ous record for oldest germinated seed (a 
1,300-year-old Chinese lotus) researchers 
reported yesterday in the journal Science.

The little tree has been named Methu-
selah after the oldest person in the Bible. 
It is now the only living Judean date palm 
and the last link to the date palm forests 
that once shaded and nourished the Middle 
Eastern region. 

Sallon, who directs the Louis L. Borick 
Natural Medicine Research Center in 
Jerusalem, became interested in the ancient 
date palm as a possible source of medi-
cines. She enlisted Elaine Solowey of the 
Arava Institute for Environmental Studies 
at Kibbutz Ketura to coax the seeds out of 
dormancy.

One sprouted!

Alaska
Oil Search Trumps
Polar Bear Safety

Submitted by Jane Geuder, excerpt
WASHINGTON, D.C. (Fairbanks Daily 

News, AP June 23, 2008) — Less than a 
month after declaring polar bears a threat-
ened species because of global warming, the 
Bush administration is giving oil companies 
permission to annoy and potentially harm 
them in the pursuit of oil and natural gas.

The Fish and Wildlife Service issued 
regulations this week providing legal pro-
tection to seven oil companies planning to 
search for oil and gas in the Chukchi Sea 
off the northwestern coast of Alaska [even] 
if “small numbers” of polar bears or Pacific 
walruses are incidentally harmed by their 
activities during the next five years.

Environmentalists said the new regula-
tions give oil companies a blank check to 
harass the polar bear. About 2,000 of the 
25,000 polar bears in the Arctic live in and 
around the Chukchi Sea, where the govern-
ment in February auctioned oil leases to 
ConocoPhillips Co., Shell Oil Co. and five 
other companies for $2.6 billion. Over 
objections from environmentalists and 
members of Congress, the sale occurred 
before the bear was classified as threatened.  

New York
Car-Free Saturdays 

EcoSpace.cc, excerpt
For three consecutive Saturdays this 

August New Yorkers will experience a 
seven-mile stretch of car-free road running 
through the center of the city. Pedestrians 
and cyclists are expected to turn out in 
abundance on the route extending through 
Manhattan, from the Brooklyn Bridge 
north to Park Avenue and the Upper East 
Side ending at the 72nd Street link to Central 
Park.

“Summer Streets” as the event is being 
called is a proposal by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg who has banned all cars, trucks, 
and buses on the route from 7 a.m. to 1 
p.m. encouraging pedestrian use and enjoy-
ment of the city.

“If it works, we’ll certainly consider do-
ing it again,” Mr. Bloomberg said at a news 
conference in the East Village, which will 
be included in the route. “If not, we won’t. 
But we have never been afraid to try new 
ideas, especially the ones that have the 
potential to improve the quality of life.”

California
Bike! Bike! 

Coming in September
EcoSpace.cc

Bike!Bike! is an annual gathering 
and conference of community and 
non-profit bike shops and projects from 
around the country. Participants come 
together to explore and affirm common 
values; create networks for sharing tools 
and knowledge, learn new skills, discuss 
organizational structures and inspire 
and invigorate one another to continue 
the positive work done in a diversity 
of communities. This year the confer-
ence will be held in San Francisco from 
September 25th to the 28th.

Bike!Bike! emphasizes community 
development through consensus-based, 
non-hierarchical models of organizing 
and strives to be inclusive of all groups 
and individuals. Discussions of equality 
regarding race, gender and sexuality are 
included within the program’s bike-
specific content.

Germany
Germany Debates 

Solar Subsidies 
By Mark Landler, excerpt

THALHEIM, Germany (The New York 
Times May 16, 2008) — This sad stretch 
of eastern Germany, with its deserted coal 
mines and corroded factories, epitomizes 
post-industrial gloom. It is a place where 
even the clouds rarely seem to part.

Yet the sun was shining here the other 
day — and nowhere more brightly than at 
Q-Cells, a German company that surpassed 
Sharp last year to become the world’s largest 
maker of photovoltaic solar cells. Q-Cells is 
the main tenant among a flowering cluster 
of solar start-ups here in an area known as 
Solar Valley.

Thanks to its aggressive push into renew-
able energies, cloud-wreathed Germany 
has become an unlikely leader in the race 
to harness the sun’s energy. It has by far the 
largest market for photovoltaic systems, 
which convert sunlight into electricity, with 
roughly half of the world’s total installa-
tions. And it is the third largest producer 
of solar cells and modules, after China and 
Japan.
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June 12, 2008 — Imagine if future 
wealth in Pennsylvania were based on how 
many trees were left standing instead of 
how many were cut down? Now THAT is 
something worth working toward!

Imagine the day when trees are worth 
more as intact forests than as lumber or 
paper.

That day is here given the fact that 
global warming is reaching tipping points 
where unprecedented global ecosystem 
collapse is staring us in the face.

The most significant part of the entire 
Report by the Carbon Management Advi-
sory Group (CMAG) is the part recom-
mending protecting trees from all forms of 
intrusion — loggers and deer alike. By not 
cutting roads into the forests, there is less 
edge for deer browse; hence, stop building 
logging roads.

As world-famous ecologist/scientist 
James Lovelock declared in his latest book, 
The Revenge of Gaia: Earth’s Climate Cri-
sis and the Fate of Humanity, it is time for 
humans to RETREAT. Human activities 
which destroy Nature must back off and 
give Nature a chance to return to health. 
That health, if we humans are smart 
enough and strong enough to ease up on 
our gluttonous demands, will obviously 
contribute greatly to long-term human 
health and the viability of the entire 
planet.

I have read that deforestation is the ma-
jor cause of global warming and I believe 
that’s true. We humans are cutting down 
the very lungs/cooling system of Earth to 
make homes, paper, furniture and to keep 
warm in winter. Many items could readily 
be made from alternative sources such as 
bamboo, hemp, straw bales or recycled 
paper. Addictive consumerism must stop.

Ratchet DOWN, not up, before it’s too 
late.

All in all, the goals of the CMAG are 
commendable. The main drawback I see in 
any “cap-and-trade” system is that people 
start looking at trees as dollar signs instead 
of as living beings. When you talk about 
preserving forests, that’s all right for up-
coming carbon banks. But it is imperative 
to recognize the overall benefits of forests 
which are often intangible and therefore 
not suited to conversations about dollars 
and cents. “Dying and dead wood provides 
one of the two or three greatest resources 
for animal species in a natural forest … 
If fallen timber and slightly decayed trees 
are removed, the whole system is gravely 

impoverished of perhaps more than a fifth 
of its fauna.” (Elton, 1966) Decaying trees 
also protect the forest floor from drying 
out.

As part-owner of Pennsylvania’s public 
forests, I want to see loggers (as well as 
oil and gas companies) expelled from my 
land. OUT! Even those who claim to be 
“harvesting” (a repulsive term) sustain-
ably, really aren’t as 50% of logged state 
forests do not regenerate properly (a fact I 
gleaned from attending two CMAG meet-
ings). Shift logging to private land, with 
only certified loggers doing the work.

It appalls me to know that here in 
Pennsylvania, loggers need no education 
to destroy forests yet the woman down 
the street who cuts my hair must go to 
school and display a certificate to reassure 
her customers that she has some basic 
knowledge of how to do a good job. And 
hair isn’t even important. Loggers only 
need a chain saw and a truck. A thorough 
understanding of Tree Biology is a must 
for every logger.

I have read reports about the way, dollar 
for dollar, logging on state land costs more 
than it earns. This holds doubly true if one 
takes into consideration the hidden ben-
efits of leaving the forest intact — clean 
air, clean water, beauty. How can you put 
a price tag on beauty? How much does the 
Department of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources spend altogether to enable 
logging to occur on public land and how 
much does it receive per acre? 

The Maryland Alliance for Greenway 
Improvement and Conservation created a 
chart showing the financial rewards (often 
hidden) of “Ecosystem Services Provided 
by Forest Cover.” Air Pollutant Removal 
in the Harrisburg area is worth $405 annu-
ally per acre; Biodiversity in the Maryland 
area, $305 yearly; Carbon Sequestration in 
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed is worth 
between $5 and $57 per acre for an aver-
age of $26 annually; Recreation in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed is worth $131 
yearly per acre; and Energy Savings annu-
ally came in at $231 per acre in the Wash-
ington, D.C. area. There is an additional 
one-time savings for Stormwater Control 
of $3,527 per acre in the Harrisburg 
metropolitan area. If we add these benefits 
together, we get $4,625 worth of “free” 
services per acre of tree cover. No logging 
in this scenario. Pure value. And the value 
in all cases but Stormwater Control is real-
ized every single year, unlike timbering 

where the financial value might be earned 
on any given plot every 15, 20, 25 or even 
50 years. And then we must wait and see if 
the forest survives the cutting.

What about public trust and future 
generations? 

Let me presume to speak for thousands 
of people who have NO IDEA what is 
going on, either about climate change 
or about the CMAG’s work. Let me also 
presume to speak for the millions of 
future inhabitants (mostly unborn) of the 
land we love and know as Penn’s Woods 
— Pennsylvania. Allow me, if you will, 
to presume to speak for the billions of 
creatures and plants whose homes are in 
the very forests you need to protect.

I have a serious responsibility as one 
grassroots activist who follows issues like 
these. YOU share that responsibility as 
people with the power to push — and 
push hard — for preservation of a treasure 
that is irreplaceable. 

Right now you can lead the way by 
making decisions that benefit all of the 
above-mentioned “stakeholders,” a term 
I abhor because it conjures up images of 
Wall Street greed. As elected, appointed, or 
hired public employees, you, my friends, 
must decide the best ways to protect not 
only state land, but, by extension and 
education, the general condition of the 
environment of all Pennsylvania — es-

pecially private woodlots in this case. A 
preservation ethic must predominate over 
one of plunder.

I have read the entire CMAG report 
and the only truly worthwhile scenario, 
the one I believe you need to put FIRST 
and not last, is “FOREST ACQUISITION 
AND PROTECTION, Scenario 3.”

My copy of the report is heavily marked 
with many questions. My favorite pages 
are B 18-21 (maps of the state forests), 
where I wrote in red caps: “THIS IS THE 
PEOPLE’S LAND.”

Please remember that as you sit at the 
table, so richly represented by logging in-
terests eyeing my forests. This isn’t just one 
comment, it represents millions that you 
will never see. Think of the “beneficiaries” 
of your public trust, not the “stakeholders.”

I would be glad to keep working with 
you in my role as grassroots activist/news-
paper publisher on any of the issues which 
will promote preservation and counteract 
the ignorance which allows both our 
public forests and private woodlands to be 
raped.

P.S. I noticed no mention of your report 
being produced on recycled paper. If it 
was, you need to let your readers know 
that. It would show that you were on the 
ball and you really cared about saving 
trees. If it wasn’t, shame on you all. 

Comments on the PA Carbon Management Advisory Group’s Report 
By Iona, excerpt
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The extinction risk of many endan-
gered species could be underestimated by 
100-fold because of flaws in existing math-
ematical models used to predict changes in 
wildlife populations.

According to a paper published in 
the July 3rd edition of Nature by Associate 
Professor Brett Melbourne at Colorado 
University in Boulder and Professor Alan 
Hastings at the University of California in 
Davis, mathematical models used to deter-
mine extinction threats, or “Red-List” sta-
tus, have overlooked random differences 
between individuals in a given population 
that influence survival rates and reproduc-
tive success. These random differences, 
when factored in, could mean that many 
species are far more endangered than we 
previously thought. “The most relevant dif-
ference is fecundity (ability to reproduce); 
so anything that influences that [is impor-
tant]. It might be behavior, it might be size, 
weight,” Melbourne said.

Standard models have only one ran-
dom factor, usually environmental vari-
ability. Sometimes they have demographic 
stochasticity (chance); sometimes, both. 
Occasionally a model has sex-ratio varia-
tion plus demographic stochasticity. “Our 
model includes all of these at once plus  
individual differences in fecundity,” Mel-
bourne explained.

“When we apply our new mathematical 
model to species extinction rates, it shows 
that things are worse than we thought,” 
Melbourne said. “By accounting for ran-
dom differences between individuals, ex-
tinction rates for endangered species can 
be orders of magnitude higher than con-
servation biologists have believed.” Ran-
dom events like temperature and rainfall 
fluctuations can influence birth and death 
rates of individuals in a population. 

The researchers began with a standard 
model, the “Ricker Model,” that was de-
veloped to help determine the sustainable 
harvest of fisheries. This model incorpo-
rates variation in survival during different 
parts of the fish life cycle. To this model 
they added differences between individu-
als in a given population or “demographic 

heterogeneity” and differences in the ratio 
of males to females or “stochastic sex de-
termination.”

They created eight models of extinc-
tion using different combinations of four 
factors including: 1. Likelihood of random 
birth or death events for individuals or “de-
mographic stochasticity” (variation in the 
number of gender of offspring via chance); 
2. Environmental factors that influence 
births and deaths or “environmental sto-
chasticity;” 3. Variations in birth or death 
rates among individuals in a population 
related to variations in individual charac-
teristics (e.g. size) or “demographic hetero-
geneity;” and 4. Variations in sex ratios.

The researchers placed adult red flower 
beetles into 4 cm x 4cm x 6 cm containers 
with flour and brewer’s yeast and allowed 
them to lay eggs for 24 hours. The adult 
beetles were removed and 60 separate 
containers were set up. The 24-hour egg-
laying period was followed by 34 days dur-
ing which the beetles passed through their 
various stages of development. At the end 
of this period, the adults emerging from 
each container were recorded.

The results were compared to the pre-
dictions of the eight different models. It 
was found that differences between indi-
viduals in populations and variations in 
sex ratios played a far greater role than en-
vironmental variability factors.

The researchers concluded that there is 
an urgent need to re-evaluate data to deter-
mine extinction risk for many rare species. 
“Population sizes might need to be much 
larger for species to be relatively safe from 
extinction. One of the general criteria for 
endangeredness from conservation science 
is how small a population is. Small popu-
lations are more vulnerable. Our work 
suggests that a population need not be so 
small to still be in danger. In short, many 
somewhat larger populations previously 
considered relatively safe, would actually 
be at risk,” Melbourne said in summary.

Bill Boteler is a writer and environ-
mentalist living and working in D.C.

Extinction Threat to 
Many Species May Be 

Underestimated
By Bill Boteler

In response to a lawsuit brought by the Center for Biological Diversity, Earthjustice and 
eleven other conservation groups, a federal judge today reinstated Endangered Species Act 
protection for wolves in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. The decision brings an immediate 
halt to the slaughter of over 100 wolves since the Bush administration stripped Endangered 
Species Act protection for Northern Rocky Mountain wolves in February 2008.

The judge reinstated wolf protection because he agreed that 1) the wolf had not met its 
federal recovery plan goals before being declared "recovered", and 2) the state of Wyoming, 
in its rush to kill wolves, had not committed to maintaining enough wolves to sustain a 
viable population. Calling the Bush administration's arguments "disingenuous," Judge Mol-
loy noted that the administration had "flip-flopped without explanation" on critical wolf 
conservation policies.

The killing has stopped, but the battle isn't over. This preliminary injunction only holds 
until a final ruling in the case is issued later this year. And anticipating that its weak argu-
ment for removing wolves from the endangered species list would fail, the Bush administra-
tion established a separate decision allowing the killing of wolves even if they are returned 
to the federal endangered species list. We're in court fighting that rule, also.

Center for Biological Diversity
 P.O. Box 710, Tucson, AZ 85702 1-866-357-3349; www.BiologicalDiversity.org

Rocky Mountain 

Wolf Slaughter 

Stopped! 
Center for Biological Diversity

Gray wolf  photo taken in West Yellowstone at the Grizzly & Wolf  Discovery Center 
after a rain storm. Photo by Scott Mahon, www.scottmahon.com
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My son’s first word was agua. That’s 
Spanish for water. He was a breast-fed baby 
and I, his mom, spoke English. His father 
spoke Spanish, so when he was caring for 
him, if my son wanted a drink, agua was 
the word that got his thirst quenched. We 
had access to clean water, all we could use 
or waste, thoughtlessly, it seemed forever. 
I am heartsick when I think of all the water 
I’ve wasted.

When I killed a bug, one wasp 
for example, he was flushed 
away by gallons of water. Now 
I’ve a sign over the commode 
saying, “Manners for the Earth: 
If it’s yellow let it mellow. If it’s 
brown flush it down,” and the 
deceased wasp is, by one tiny 
wing laid, thrown, if truth be 
told, outside to nourish the earth.

I used to rinse out my coffee cup with 
more water than it was made of whirling 
down the drain, now I pour that water on 
plants. I usually cook vegetables in my so-
lar oven, which requires no water, but, if 
on the stove, then the cooking water goes 
to the stockpot. Looking back to my fore-
bears, I fill a sink and wash my hands and 
face in just enough water. I fill a glass with 
just enough water to wet the toothbrush 
and rinse my mouth. I use fewer dishes 
in order to have less to wash. I have fewer 
clothes applying a similar principal. My son 
and the daycare children I cared for used 
to play with water by the sink full. Now I 
walk with my grandchildren to the Yahara 
River by my apartment. They fill a bucket, 
carry it home and play with it where it will 
seep into earth about the pumpkin plant. 
My towels aren’t fluffy water absorbers; 
rather, get-the-job-done sparer materials. 
I brave the disgust of my daughters-in-law 
from tropical, ocean-washed climates and 
shower as my European and Midwestern 
ancestors did. That is one time a week.

I’ve got water on my mind because our 
rivers are in flood. The Yahara is out of its 
banks lapping the feet of the woodland 
trees. Running through my head with the 
swift frothy current are the words, “Water 
water everywhere nor a drop to drink.” Not 
a bit of this water is potable; even some fish 

are dying in it adding their bloated bodies 
to the waste. 

Socrates wrote in his Apology, “… (T)he 
unexamined life is not worth living… .” His 
was not an apology in the sense of having 
made a mistake or having done something 
wrong. His words were a defense against 
a charge. I have no defense against the 
charge that I thoughtlessly wasted/waste 
water except that I hadn’t been taught to 

value water. I grew up a privi-
leged white girl in a middle class 
Chicago neighborhood. My 
expectations were risen more 
than my conscience. But now I 
know and must act.

Like the ancient mariner in 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s poem, 
“The Rime of the Ancient Mari-

ner,” I seek redemption. The mariner killed 
the albatross, disaster occurred, then when 
the mariner was rescued and reformed the 
albatross came back to life. I look at “wa-
ter water everywhere nor a drop to drink” 
and vow to save water by treasuring every 
drop. Vowing to save water by not eating 
food grown with fertilizer and pesticide. 
Vowing to not drink water mined and sold 
in plastic as a commodity. Vowing not to 
use electricity created from water-killing 
sources like nuclear reactors, coal burners 
or dams. Vowing to redefine what I mean 
by a clean house so my descendants will 
have clean water.

Gary Fourstar, a man of Assinboine 
heritage, was beside the Chattahoochee 
River in Georgia in June. The Chatta-
hoochee may go dry soon due to the ways 
of the citizens of Atlanta and its environs. 
Gary Fourstar said, “Water is alive, it hears 
our words.”

I vow to you, water, to you agua, that 
I will honor you with conservation. I will 
care for your well being as I do for my fam-
ily whose thirst you quench.

The Examined Life:
On Water

By Marion Stuenkel, Madison WI

Law Offices

Winston Law & Mediation
Wynde Juliet Winston, Esquire Law Offices

wjw@winstonlaw.net

179 East Main Street    Westminster, Maryland 21157

Westminster: 410-871-2121  Fax: 410-751-9214  Frederick: 301-668-5757

Marion Stuenkel is a Kyoto-compliant, 
anti-nuclear activist modeling simple 
living for her grandchildren, practicing 
intentional income-reduction-war-tax-
resistance, and eating local food in Mad-
ison, Wisconsin. 

What we do in the next two to three years will determine our future. 
This is the defining moment.

Rajendra Pauchari, Chair Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
PARIS, France (AFP, July 4, 2008) -- The head of the UN’s Nobel-winning panel of 

climate scientists (the IPCC, see page 11) said only seven years remain for stabilizing 
emissions of global-warming gases at a level widely considered safe. Rajendra Pauchari 
delivered the bleak warning at a gathering of European Union (EU) ministers where 
he pleaded with the EU to take the lead in global talks on tackling climate change. “We 
must progress rapidly, otherwise I am afraid that not only future generations but even 
this generation will treat us as having been iresponsible,” said Pachauri.
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Barbara Erakko Taylor designed information 
systems for several federal agencies before step-
ping into an even harder job of raising children. 
Today she creates peace jewelry — one bead for 
every country in the world — and hand-woven 
shawls. The author of two books on silence, she 
continues to write and is at work on a new manu-
script about the spirituality of elderly forgetful-
ness. Her website is www.peaceandprayergifts.com.

Photo by  Pamela York Taylor

You always learn something new.  Imag-
ine my shock when I read that the beloved 
Google with it’s “Don’t Be Evil” logo, stalks 
cheap electricity like a designer jean com-
pany outsourcing to Mali, Africa for cheap 
labor.

All this news comes from Harper’s Maga-
zine author Ginger Strand in their March 
2008 issue. Although the company is tossing 
a bone to “green” with one gigawatt renew-
able energy supply, the rest is being sucked 
out in questionable ways.

Listen to this: Every time someone clicks 
“Google Search,” the servers require a half-
watt in cooling for every watt they use in 
processing. One plant being built right now 
will, by 2011, require 500 watts per square 
foot, with a demand high enough to power 
82,000 homes — or all of Tacoma, Washing-

ton. Click.
They are calling them “server farms.”  And 

Google got a sweetheart deal on the Colum-
bia River.  Granted, it’s “good” energy — 
meaning not coal or nuclear. But it garnered 
political advantages for guaranteed lowest 
protected cost per megawatt.  

AT&T and Microsoft are going abroad to 
buy cheap fossil fuel in Siberia and Shang-
hai. Google is negotiating a new site in 
Lithuania … near a river … but in a country 
that uses 95 percent fossil fuel.

We need the computer. We are addicted 
to the Internet. But with YouTube, Music 
and Movies streaming down the fiber op-
tic cable, it’s all got to get sorted out some-
where.  

Welcome to the new energy hog — the 
server farm.

Google’s Megawatt Appetite
By Barbara Erakko Taylor, Hannibal MO ©

Only Seven Years Left for Global Warming Target
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We humans have very little understanding of our 
role or place in the larger picture. To understand where 
trees fit in this larger picture we should be aware that 
all the many life streams on Earth are simply the 3-D 
hosts for the various spirit energy forms coming in 
from higher levels.

As the spirits advance up through the various life 
streams they are given greater levels of mobility and 
more complex lessons in survival. Trees cannot move 
around like animals so the choices of how tall to grow 
and where to place their limbs are the more basic 
choices they are concerned with. The more juvenile 
spirits or ‘trees’ do get aid from the older and wiser 
‘elder’ trees however and that’s one of the dumb things 
we humans constantly do — we destroy the older 
‘father’ or patriarch trees that should be left to help the 
less mature trees. The same problem comes up when 
so-called ‘sportsmen’ kill the wise old leaders of a herd 
for their larger horns.

Persons with greater sensitivity levels (psychics) are 
sometimes aware of all this hidden drama, but the so-
called experts in their illusionary ivory towers usually 
have no clue at all to the true reality around them. The 
Devic Kingdom has a role on Earth to help spread vari-
ous energies around the plant, water, and air kingdoms 
... and some psychics can see a lot of this going on 
behind the scenes. Whole books could be written on 
these hidden and ignored subjects. 

As applied to humans, about the only thing we can 
do to get the feel of such energies is to get next to the 
trunk of various trees. The evergreen trees with their 
pyramid-shaped branches tend to pull in a higher and 
more spiritual vibe level than the other varieties. If we 
are uptight and filled with frantic vibes from city living 
it’s helpful to spend some time under a pine or fir tree.

Fruit trees have a more motherly nourishing vibe 
level and the spirits in them were originally supposed 
to benefit from a higher life form like us humans eating 
the fruit. The essence of the eater would wind up back 
in the tree with a little upgrading effect. The spiritu-
ally higher vibes of the fruit were made to attract the 
bees for pollination and us animal fruit consumers for 
upgrading this younger life stream.

Things are quite out of balance on Earth for a 
number or reasons however. The primary problem be-
ing the exiled rebel angelics who originally broke away 
from the restrictions of God’s sacred rules. Enoch and 
similar unapproved scriptures cover this to some extent 
and perhaps we can cover some of this later down the 
line. 

To get a true picture of reality this is probably a 
good place to point out that under the original sacred 
rules CHOICE was an important law to observe. Under 
choice laws the higher guiding angelics cannot aid us 
humans who go around (Continued on page 20)

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
Lily of the Mohawks

   The stained glass window in my church of a young 
Mohawk girl dressed in red, surrounded by Jesuits, 
labelled  Isaac Jogues and Companions, is somewhat 
misleading.  Kateri Tekakwitha was born nine years 
after Jesuit Isaac Jogues and his companions were mar-
tyred, and was not a martyr herself.
    Kateri Tekakwitha, pronounced in Mohawk as Gah-
Dah-LEE  Degh-Agh-WEEdtha (1656-1680), is the 
first Native American to be declared Blessed. She is the 
Patroness of Ecology and the Environment. Her feast 
day is July 14.
   She was born near Auriesville, New York. Her father 
was a Mohawk chief and her mother was a Catholic 
Algonquin who had been captured. When she was four, 
Kateri lost her parents and little brother in a smallpox 
epidemic that left her half blind and her face disfigured 
with pockmarks. The sun blinded her. She groped 
around, feeling her way, so she was named “Tekak-
witha,” which means “The One Who Walks Groping 
for Her Way.”  She was then adopted by an uncle, who 
became the new chief. She had a sweet, shy personality 
and was very skilled at bead work in spite of her poor 
eyesight.
     In 1667 the Jesuit missionaries Fremin, Bruyas, and 
Pierron, who had accompanied Mohawk deputies to 
Quebec to make peace with the French, spent three 
days in the lodge of Tekakwitha’s uncle.  There she 
received her first knowledge of Christianity. When she 
was eighteen, Father Jacques de Lamberville came to 
the village.  It was required by the peace treaty with the 
French for “Blackrobes” to live in villages with Chris-
tian captives. When she was twenty, she was baptized 
by him Easter 1676 and she was given the name  Kateri, 
which is Mohawk for Catherine.
    On March 25, 1679, Kateri made a vow of perpetual 
virginity, so she was not only a Christian but a Chris-
tian virgin, despite pressure from relatives to marry. 
Because she practiced this new religion, Kateri be-
came the village outcast.  She was refused her food on 
Sundays because she wouldn’t work.  Children threw 
stones at her.  She was threatened with torture or death 
if she did not renounce her religion.  Finally, she felt 
unsafe even in her uncle’s lodge  and she escaped with 
some Christian Indians to Caughnawaga, Canada on 
the St. Lawrence. There she lived in the cabin of Anas-
tasia Tegonhatsihonga, a Christian Indian woman.
     Her sanctity impressed not only her own people, but 
also the missionaries and the French people.  Kateri 
led a life of prayer and penance. She taught the young 
about Jesus and helped the poor and sick in the village. 
She made crosses out of sticks and placed them in the 
woods to remind her to stop and say a prayer. She spent 
hours kneeling in the cold (Continued on page 20)  

We Speak for Gaia. Deal with It
There are very few selflessly telling truth these days.
Let me.
Gaia, the Earth system and provider of human-

ity’s habitat, is imploding and ecosystem loss and an 
inoperable atmosphere mean we are moving towards a 
horrific death for most if not all life. Yet, perhaps in the 
nick of time, there is a new breed of environmentalists 
imbued with a revolutionary spirit of action, speaking 
ecological truth and willing and able to take sufficient 
action on behalf of Mother Earth. I speak not of revolu-
tionary violence at the moment, but profound societal 
and personal transformation adequate to sustain Being 
and ourselves.

The way many in the over-developed world live, and 
to which most of the rest aspire, is based upon numer-
ous fundamental lies. Democratic consumption cannot 
provide all everyone wants forever (or even much 
longer). Industrial capitalism bent upon endless growth 
will allow itself to be reformed to steady-state sustain-
ability or it will be destroyed — by revolution or its 
own collapse on a lifeless planet. Working people have 
become slaves for the elites, and if things continue, will 
soon be crushed by ecosystem collapse while the rich 
continue to live well for a while longer.

Those that speak and act upon ecological truths are 
the antidote to global ecocide waged by fat-cat financial 
speculators, industrialists and oil men. We are spe-
cial. Our scope of life and love is larger. We are global 
citizens, and our family includes all species, and the 
Earth herself. Without the Earth there is nothing. Too 
numerous humans ravaging ecosystems like locusts 
are destroying all that is sacred — water, air, land and 
oceans — the requirements for all life. We know, care 
and feel, and are better people, the model for future 
humankind.

Ecological revolutionaries are smart and speak 
scientific and other truths. Those that do not believe in 
climate change or feel the Earth’s pain are stupid and 
dull. We reject mainstream environmentalism — where 
what is asked for is insufficient even if fully achieved 
— for a revolutionary spirit of ever increasing pressure 
upon criminal Earth destroyers. First we ask, then we 
protest, then we obstruct and perhaps sabotage, and if 
and when every offer to embrace sustainability by the 
elite has been rejected, we must be willing to fight.

I Am Special; You Can Be Special, Too

It is OK to be special. I am special by virtue of my 
embrace of Gaia and all her species and people as kin; 
and [by virtue of the] unique skills I have to see eco-
logical wrongs, envision sustainability, and possess the 
smarts, dedication and skills to continuously organize 
awareness and solutions. There are thousands like me 
and together we are going to (Continued on page 20) 
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Elder Trees
By Al Fry, Garden Valley, Idaho

Blessed Kateri
By Joyce Utmar, Woodstock, Maryland

Sacred Gaia
By Dr. Glen Barry, Denmark, Wisconsin
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Nature
I am working hard but at the same time 

I am walking hard, too. I take a walk every 
and each day on different trails. And I am 
a gatherer instead of a hunter. I collect ed-
ible plants in the fields and mountains. It 
is mulberry and raspberry season in Ko-
rea. Nowadays young people are spoiled 
and they eat only processed foods. I try to 
go back to cave man and eat raw foods. 

Young, my wife, and I are naturalists 
and try to find something unusual in 
the forest and bushes. This afternoon we 
found wild strawberries waiting in the 
bushes for us. They are small but taste  
good. Yes, sometimes small is beautiful. 
In the woods, I heard pine trees whisper-
ing. I was delighted to hear their sound 
made by the breeze — the same sound 
our ancestors heard for so many thou-
sand years. 

After my daily ritual, I go to a small 
mountainside and observe trees, grasses 
and birds. There are so many differ-
ent kinds of plants in the mountain. Of 
course they compete with each other for 
better sunlight and space. But they do not 
use lethal weapons to destroy other spe-
cies. Wildflowers are so pretty and gra-
cious even if human beings do not recog-
nize their beauty. Adaptation of plants to 
the environment is tremendous in nature. 
The power of nature is so great that I am 
fascinated. 

Thank you so much for the articles 
about Seoul. As you know I was born in 
Seoul more than a half century ago. In the 
1950s and ‘60s there were almost no trees 
in the mountains and cities. Seoul was not 
an exception. During the war mountains 
and fields became battlefields and many 
trees were burnt down and people were 

so poor that they cut down even small 
trees for cooking and heating. Since the 
1970s, national and local governments 
encouraged people to plant trees in the 
mountains and cities. Now Seoul is not 
what Seoul was in the past. Sometimes I 
am lost in Seoul even if I am a Seoulite. 
Yes, when Mr. Lee was Mayor of Seoul 
he revived a stream running through the 
central part of the city. Now wildlife and 
fish come back to the stream. He made 
walking trails along the stream and peo-
ple enjoy walking on the trails. I visited 
the revived stream once and was so happy 
and impressed. Mr. Lee is a good leader 
and I admire him for his environmental 
policy.

As they say, where there is a will, there 
is a way. People realized that quality of life 
depends on quality of environment. One 
more thing I have to mention to you. Ko-
reans used to bury bodies in mountain-
sides but nowadays they prefer crema-
tion to burial. They take the ashes to the 
cemetery and dig a hole around a tree and 
put it in there for the tree and cover it up. 
And mountains are getting greener and 
greener. The average age of trees in Ko-
rea is 28 years old and in the near future 
the mountains and parks will be much 
greener. Whenever I see trees, I am much 
happier. 

Global Warming
When we have bad news, we have good 

news at the same time. The gas price in 
Korea is almost $6 U.S. and people are 
crying. That is a bad news. The good news 
is that many people leave their cars home 
and use public transportation or use bi-
cycles for commuting and people try to 
conserve energy everywhere. They try to 

install solar panels on roofs. Many people 
are moving to towns which are closer to 
train or subway stations. 

[a week later] The gas price hit $138 a 
barrel. Many people wanted to buy bigger 
cars before but nowadays compact cars 
are so popular that consumers have to 
wait a long time to purchase them. I went 
to the inner city the day before yesterday 
and the traffic was not clogged. The bud-
gets of car owners are a mess. The price 
of gas is almost $7 to $8 a gallon here. 
I think more and more people will use 
public transport instead of driving their 
cars for commuting. It is good for them 
and the environment. Yesterday I noticed 
many cars were sitting in parking lots in 
front of my condominium.

Korea has a three-day weekend this 
week. Normally people go out with their 
families in their cars. Now they realize 
that unnecessary driving hurts their bud-
gets. Big corporations stimulated con-
sumers to spend money on luxury and 
unproductive items. I hope people realize 
the reality. The sooner, the better. 

I live in Daegu city. Daegu is a kind of 
valley surrounded by mountains and it 
had been very hot in summer. This city 
was the hottest place in Korea. For ten 
years the city planted ten million trees in 
the parks, on the streets and mountains. 
You know what? The temperature in this 
city in summertime dropped significant-
ly. We can do it and we can change our 
environment for the better. Now is the 
time for us to do everything in our power 
to prevent climate change.

It is very hot here in Korea. But we 
do not use air conditioners at all. Why? 
1. To save energy. 2. We have neither air 
conditioners nor electric fans. 3. We have 

natural air conditioners (opening all the 
windows). Our cave ancestors did not 
have air conditioners, did they? Some-
times perspiration is a good way to cool 
ourselves off.

We have three “H”s. Normally it is 
monsoon season but no rain yet. One re-
port says this kind of weather change is 
caused by climate change. I have to wait 
and see what happens.

I am involved in a small project re-
viewing the possibilities of utilizing me-
dicinal plants for animals instead of an-
tibiotics or hormones. I have to review 
many documents from several countries 
and then summarize the contents for de-
veloping a national policy in Korea.

A long time ago I prepared a text book 
on primary health care for people who 
cannot afford to buy expensive drugs. I 
also visited several countries to teach the 
course to local health care professionals 
in rural areas. I know the vicious cycle. I 
saw it and experienced it. The World 
Health Organization set a goal at that 
time of “Health for All by 2000.” It is 2008 
but the goal is still far away.

Berry season is over now. We do not 
have much to eat in the forest but I do not 
cry because I know that Autumn is com-
ing soon.

News, Views and Musings from Korea
By Pyong Roh [pieced together from a chain of  emails]

FUNDRAISER FOR
“THE ORDER OF THE EARTH NEWS”

GET YOUR COTTON NAPKINS NOW AND SAVE TREES, TOO!

Made of scrap material in Frederick, Maryland by 
Jeannette Bartelt at nofrillsfancy.com. Choose 
black, brown, natural, gray or purple. $.50 each 
plus $3 shipping. Send check payable to: The 
Order of the Earth, HCR 83 Box 881, Shade Gap, 
Pennsylvania 17255. Call Iona at 814-259-3680 if 
you have any questions. THANK YOU!!

Pyong Roh is a 
nat ure - l ov ing, 
c o s m o p o l i t a n 
man and a citizen 
of the Universe 
who tries to obey 
the law of nature. 
Contact Pyong at 
pg healthcare@
gmail.com.
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Endgame by Derrick Jensen
   Hailed as the “philosopher poet” of the ecological movement, Derrick Jensen pas-
sionately explains how our industrial civilization, and the persistent and widespread 
violence it requires, cannot last. He weaves history, philosophy, psychology, envi-
ronmentalism, economics and literature into an intricate pattern of truth and resis-
tance. The 2006 Press Action Award called Jensen’s book Endgame “the best work of 
nonfiction in 2006….Endgame is the most  important book of the decade and could 
stand as the must-read book of our lifetimes.”

I’ve long understood that civiliza-
tion requires land ownership to be 
concentrated in the hands of the rulers, 
by force when necessary and tradition 
when possible. More basically, it requires 
that people be inculcated to believe land 
can be bought and sold. Ultimately, 
of course, it requires that people be 
inculcated to believe everything can be 
bought and sold, and requires also that 
ownership of everything be concentrated 
as completely as possible in the hands of 
the rulers.

Those in charge have always under-
stood — and have often been explicit 
about it — that it’s difficult to control 
people who have access to land. Depriv-
ing them of this access puts them at your 
mercy. Without access to land there can 
be no self-sufficiency: land provides 
food, shelter, clothing. Without access to 
land people obviously have no place to 
stay. If you can force people to pay just so 

they can be alive on this earth — nowa-
days these payments are usually called 
rent or mortgage — you’ve forced them 
into the wage economy. The same holds 
true for forcing them to pay for materi-
als the earth gives freely: the salmon, 
bison, huckleberries, willows, and so 
on that are central to the lives, cultures, 
and communities not only of indigenous 
peoples but to all of us, even if we make 
believe this isn’t the case. To force people 
to pay for things they need to survive is 
an atrocity: a community and nature-
destroying atrocity. To convince us to 
pay willingly is a scam. It also, as we see 
around us — or would see had we not 
been so thoroughly convinced — causes 
us to forget that communities are even 
possible.

Those in power have rarely hidden 
their intentions. Indeed, as I’ve written 
elsewhere, the need to separate the ma-
jority of people from their food supplies 
— thus separating them also from their 

freedom — was central to the design 
of civilization’s early cities. I’ve written, 
too, how slave owners described the 
land-ownership conditions under which 
chattel slavery was the optimal means to 
control a workforce, and described also 
the conditions under which not chattel 
but wage slavery was the owners’/capital-
ists’ best option. If there’s a lot of land 
and not many people, you’ll need to use 
force in order to convert free human be-
ings into laborers. If, on the other hand, 
there’s a lot of people and not much land, 
or if those in power otherwise control 
access to land, those who do not own 
the land have no choice but to work for 
those in power. Under these conditions 
there’s no reason for owners to go to the 
expense of buying or enslaving people, 
then paying for their slaves’ food, cloth-
ing, and shelter: it’s much cheaper to 
simply hire them.

As one pro-slavery philosopher put 
it: “In all countries where the dense-

ness of the population has reduced it to 
a matter of perfect certainty, that labor 
can be obtained, whenever wanted, and 
that the laborer can be forced, by sheer 
necessity, to hire for the smallest pittance 
that will keep soul and body together, 
and rags upon his back while in actual 
employment — dependent at all other 
times on alms or poor rates — in all such 
countries it is found cheaper to pay this 
pittance, than to clothe, feed, nurse, sup-
port through childhood, and pension in 
old age, a race of slaves.”

Today, of course, we have so internal-
ized the ideology of centralized control, 
of civilization, that most of us do not 
consider it absurd that people have to 
pay someone simply so they may exist 
on the planet, except perhaps to grumble 
that without rent or mortgage (or second 
mortgage) payments we wouldn’t have 
to work so hard at jobs we don’t like, and 
could spend more time with people we 
love, doing things we enjoy.

Floods Threat From TVs, Chips
By Margot Roosevelt, excerpt(Continued from page 1)  grass, the debris 

of thousands of logs logged in unlikely plac-
es, new "mud-lines" on the sides of houses, 
home-owners sitting on steps in suffocating 
heat, taking a break from cleaning. I drove 
from an overcast day into the threatening 
day into yet another frighteningly large and 
dark storm.  

I don't know prairie weather.  I'm a new-
comer. But what I hear folks talk about is 
this:  "It's not the same."  We had our "hun-
dred year flood" ... in 1993. If the levees up 
north hadn't broken, we'd have topped it 
this year and likely our levee would have 
overflowed. Last year, there was no rain — 
just day after day of relentless sun. Last year, 
I watered my plants every day — even the 

drought resistant ones.  This year I intended 
to buy a drip irrigation set-up.  My friend 
Candace warned me, in typical Midwest 
fashion, "Don't, Barbara. The Farmers Al-
manac predicts a wet summer." I never had 
time to get my order in before the deluge 
came.  

That's the way things are in the Midwest.  
Not many people here quite believe in glob-
al warming. But they are getting weary of 
"excessive weather." They err on the side of 
nature — believing it is having a temporary 
fit. But their lives, livelihoods, and comfort 
zones are getting raw with waiting ... and 
hoping ... that it'll never happen again in 
this lifetime.  

Made with nitrogen trifluoride — a synthetic chemical hav-
ing 17,000 times the global warming effect of carbon dioxide
Los Angeles Times July 8, 2008 — A synthetic chemical widely used in the manufacture of 

computers and flat-screen televisions is a potent greenhouse gas, with 17,000 times the glob-
al warming effect of carbon dioxide but its measure in the atmosphere has never been taken, 
nor is it regulated by international treaty. The chemical, nitrogen trifluoride (NF3), could be 
considered the "missing greenhouse gas," atmospheric chemists Michael J. Prather and Juno 
Hsu of U.C. Irvine wrote in a paper released June 26th in the journal Geophysical Research 
Letters: "With the surge in flat-panel displays, the market for NF3 has exploded."

The rapid growth in production alarms some climate scientists. In the atmosphere it has 
a life of 550 years, according to calculations by Prather and Hsu. When the Kyoto Protocol 
was negotiated in 1997 to control the rapid rise of planet-warming gases, NF3 was a niche 
product used in modest amounts in the semiconductor industry. At the time, computer chip 
manufacturers used perfluorocarbons (PFCs) to clean the vacuum chambers where inte-
grated circuits were made. But about two-thirds of the PFCs escaped into the atmosphere, 
contributing to the greenhouse effect, a warming of the Earth's surface. 
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Harvest Moon & Co.

Fresh, Home-Grown Produce
No Chemicals

Raspberries and Blueberries
Ridgley Street (Route 522)
Orbisonia, Pennsylvania
814-447-5953
Open Monday to Saturday: 10 to 6
Sunday: 12 to 4
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A Family Owned and Operated Business

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change: Part VIII
Examples of Planned Adaptation by Sector (Table SPM04)

Sector Adaptation Option/Strategy Underlying Policy 
Framework

Key Constraints and
Opportunities*

Water Expanded rainwater harvesting; water storage and con-
servation techniques; water re-use; desalination; water-
use and irrigation efficiency

National water policies and integrated water re-
sources management; water-related hazards man-
agement

Financial, human resources and physical 
barriers; integrated water resources manage-
ment; synergies with other sectors

Agriculture Adjustment of planting dates and crop variety; crop re-
location; improved land management, e.g. erosion con-
trol and soil protection through tree planting

R & D policies; institutional reform; land tenure 
and land reform; training; capacity building; crop
insurance; financial incentives, e.g. subsidies and 
tax credits

Technological and financial constraints; ac-
cess to new varieties; markets; longer grow-
ing season in higher latitudes; revenues from 
‘new’ products

Infrastructure/
Settlement 
(including 
coastal zones)

Relocation; seawalls and storm surge barriers; dune re-
inforcement; land acquisition and creation of
marshlands/wetlands as buffer against sea-level rise 
and flooding; protection of existing natural barriers

Standards and regulations that integrate climate
change considerations into design; land use poli-
cies; building codes; insurance

Financial and technological barriers; avail-
ability of relocation space; integrated poli-
cies and managements; synergies with
sustainable development goals

Human Health Heat-health action plans; emergency medical services;
improved climate-sensitive disease surveillance and 
control; safe water and improved sanitation

Public health policies that recognize climate risk;
strengthened health services; regional and interna-
tional cooperation

Limits to human tolerance (vulnerable 
groups); knowledge limitations; financial 
capacity; upgraded health services; improved 
quality of life

Tourism Diversification of tourism attractions and revenues; 
shifting ski slopes to higher altitudes and glaciers; ar-
tificial snow-making

Integrated planning (e.g. carrying capacity; link-
ages with other sectors); financial incentives, e.g. 
subsidies and tax credits

Appeal/marketing of new attractions; fi-
nancial and logistical challenges; potential 
adverse impact on other sectors (e.g. artifi-
cial snow-making may increase energy use); 
revenues from ‘new’ attractions; involvement 
of wider group of stakeholders

Transport Realignment/relocation; design standards and plan-
ning for roads, rail, and other infrastructure to cope 
with warming and drainage

Integrating climate change considerations into na-
tional transport policy; investment in R & D for 
special situations, e.g. permafrost areas

Financial and technological barriers; avail-
ability of less vulnerable routes; improved 
technologies and integration with key sectors 
(e.g. energy)

Energy Strengthening of overhead transmission and distribu-
tion infrastructure; underground cabling for utilities; 
energy efficiency; use of renewable sources; reduced
dependence on single sources of energy

National energy policies, regulations, and fiscal 
and financial incentives to encourage use of alter-
native sources; incorporating climate change in 
design standards

Access to viable alternatives; financial and 
technological barriers; acceptance of new 
technologies; stimulation of new technolo-
gies; use of local resources

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Fourth Annual Assess-
ment Report was released November 17, 2007. “[This is] the most essential 

reading for every person on the planet who cares about the future,” said Geoffrey 
Lean of The Independent on the report’s release. Since ours is, above all, a Global 
Warming paper, we are presenting the report as a series. For better graphics, 
please go directly to www.ipcc.org.

* Normal font = constraints; Italics = opportunities
Correction: Last month we printed Harvest 
Moon’s Sunday hours as 10-4; they are really 12-4.

who is indispensable
who is expendable
who is indispensable
    you?  me?  tigers?

Poetry by Sandy Chilcote, Newfoundland, Canada
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(Continued from page 1)  with loud booing 
to inform him that he had committed the moth-
er of Rothbury party fouls.

Altogether, Rothbury’s greening efforts were 
so well-received that cigarette smokers disposed 
of their butts in portable ashtrays, vendors will-
ingly purchased sugarcane serving dishes and 
compostable utensils instead of the usual land-
fill-bound products and no items that would 
simply be dubbed as “trash” were distributed 
anywhere by festival organizers or promotional 
companies.

There were recycling centers strategically 
and plentifully distributed across the Double JJ 
Ranch with color-coded directions indicating 
whether an item should be placed in the com-
post, recycle, or landfill bin. The instructions 
were designed so simply that even the most ine-
briated of fans could participate in the greening 
efforts of the Rothbury staff. 

And efforts they did make.
Jeremy Stein, producer and partner at the 

Madison House Production Company (the or-
ganization that can be largely accredited with 
making the Rothbury magic happen) told mem-
bers of the media that he has been working to 
green music venues for about seven years, using 
various concerts and events as “experiments” 
that led him to create Rothbury as the culminat-
ing finale.

Currently, Rothbury has an eight-year con-
tract with the Double JJ ranch, but the organiz-
ers of Rothbury don’t want their greening ef-
forts to stop here. Rothbury Greening Chief and 
Team Director Sarah Haynes stressed that she 
wanted the Rothbury model to extend far be-
yond the humble ranch in Michigan where the 

festival was held. 
Scattered intermittently throughout the con-

cert showings on the five artfully-crafted stages 
where Rothbury artists performed were Think 
Tank sessions hosted by eTown radio station. By 
having lively environmental dialogues between 
artists and scientists inserted between musi-
cal interludes from performers like Spearhead, 
Michael Franti and Citizen Cope, concert-goers 
could be informed and musically seduced si-
multaneously.

While Dr. Schneider said he would like to see 
the Think Tank segments have larger audiences 
in the future, the green messages they were de-
livering were being spread much wider than the 
300 people who attended through networking 
and the bringing together of minds at Roth-
bury.

 But though the festival had an obvious back-
bone of environmental awareness, the level of 
involvement on the artist level tended to vary. 
For example, while Amanda Palmer of the Dres-
den Dolls crafted her performance to the noble 
goals of Rothbury by speaking to the crowd 
about activism and playing covers of songs with 
strong political messages, Snoop Dogg obvious-
ly had no idea where he was, let alone what the 
theme of the event was (he prefaced his show by 
giving an enthusiastic shout-out to East Lansing, 
though the festival was held in Rothbury). But 
despite Snoop’s oblivion, his — and other per-
formances that did not carry a specifically envi-
ronmental message — were wildly successful at 
serving the greater Rothbury purpose of bring-
ing all different walks of people together, which 
is a huge feat for the green movement.
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Rothbury Rocks Green

Recycling bins overflowed as thousands of  aluminum cans were deposited by 
festival-goers outside the turnstiles of  the stage areas. This picture is symbolic 
of  the way the Rothbury Festival transformed a mind-blowing musical aggrega-
tion into an opportunity for mass environmentalism. Photo by Arikia Millikan

It’s time now for other productions to jump 
on board the Rothbury bandwagon. The em-
phasis on green product promotion, recycling, 
and perpetuating a message of environmen-
talism that can permeate the consciousness of 
even the most indulgent concert-goer would 
have a positive impact — and a profitable return 
— not only at large-scale festivals, but smaller 
concerts and non-musical venues like sporting 
events as well.

According to Rothbury organizers Stein and 
Haynes, Rothbury succeeded in minimizing 
waste, recycling an estimated 80 percent of all 
festival waste and donating a large portion of 
un-recyclable goods, raising funds to offset the 
carbon output of travelers, and collecting camp-
ers’ leftover canned and otherwise-packaged 
food products through the Conscious Alliance 
food drive to benefit local pantries.

While Stein and Haynes said that the festival 
did, on average, cost about 15 percent more  
to put on than festivals that were not environ-
mentally-focused, they pointed out that these 
costs are rapidly decreasing as environmental 
technology advances and production models 
are updated through the trial-and-error pro-
cess. They also noted that it was difficult to tell 
exactly how much the cost of execution was 
increased because labor was provided through 
volunteers who traded time at a recycling stand 
for free access into the festival.

All in all, this festival was a huge success, and 
it is the goal of Haynes for the model to spread 
across festivals everywhere.

As Peter Shapiro, the founder and executive 
producer of the Green Apple Festival, said in 
a round table discussion, the Rothbury festival 
alone “won’t move the dial.” The efforts must be 
extended far beyond the people who took part 
in Rothbury and the effects that were seen here 
this July. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Arikia is a freelance 
journalist living in 
New York City. She 
is a recent graduate 
of the University of 
Michigan, an ada-
mant recycler and 
a believer that we 
can work together 
to halt the damag-
ing effects of cli-
mate change.

Women’s 
Farming
Business

Michael, EcoSpace.cc, excerpt
You can’t get more local than eating veg-

etables dug up from your own yard! Many 
people are realizing the benefits of not only 
supporting local farmers but becoming 
small-scale farmers themselves using plots 
of land in their own neighborhoods.

Besides decreasing the amount of fossil 
fuel required to bring food to our plates, 
growing food brings us closer to the earth, 
reinstating a connection that modern so-
ciety has artificially severed. I know that I, 
myself, feel happier and more relaxed the 
days that I stick my hands in the soil.

Here in Portland, Oregon, there is a duo 
called Your Backyard Farmer. They are two 
women named Robyn and Donna who help 
bring mini-farms into people’s backyards. 
My favorite part of their business is the edu-
cational aspect. They want their customers 
to gain independence with small-scale, or-
ganic farming so they have a seasonal con-
sulting program, eight months of private 
lessons in growing food.

For about $40 a week they grow, tend, and 
harvest organically-grown vegetables, leav-
ing weekly harvests on the doorstep. Their 
customers need a yard that has enough 
space (20’ by 20’ minimum) and receives 
six hours of direct sunlight. People without 
yard space can pool together with neighbors 
who have enough space.

Your Backyard Farmer has a vision to cre-
ate self-sustaining mini-farms that could 
maintain whole neighborhoods in the case 
of a natural disaster or emergency that cuts 
off non-local food supplies — a self-sustain-
ing community. 

Donna and Robyn started two years ago 
with 25 customers. Now they are expanding.
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“The Order of the Earth” 
is for sale at the following 

Pennsylvania locations:
Alternative Choices, Green Castle
Appleby’s Drug Store, Mount Union
Bric-a-Brac, Huntingdon
Burnt Cabins Campground
Gap Mini-Mart, Shade Gap
Little K’s, Shade Gap
Miller’s Diner, Mill Creek
Sandy Ridge Market, Orbisonia
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Kilowatt Ours Conclusion: Action Pledge
By Jennifer Barrie, jen@kilowattours.org

This curriculum was developed as a companion to the award-winning DVD “Kilowatt Ours,” which won “Best Environmental Film” 
at the 2007 Southern Appalachia International Film Festival. Iona is learning and shares her answers in bold.

Overview
Filmmaker Jeff Barrie presents a chal-

lenge to the viewers at the end of “Kilo-
watt Ours” to reduce their electricity use 
by 25% to reach the national average. Stu-
dents will create and implement a plan to 
reach that goal in their homes. They can 
also create and initiate a plan for their 
schools.

Objectives
1. To develop an awareness of energy-us-
ing behaviors and ways to reduce energy 
use;
2. To develop and implement a plan to re-
duce electricity use in the home by 25%; 
3. To calculate energy and dollar savings 
after implementing their plan.

Easy Energy-Saving Actions
No-Cost (examples)

• Adjust the temperature of your 
refrigerator to no lower than 37° F.

• Set your freezer temperature to no 
lower than 5° F.

• Use only one refrigerator.
• Defrost the freezer when the ice is 

no more than ¼-inch thick.

Low-Cost (examples)
• Use floor and ceiling fans to stay cool 

instead of lowering the temperature of 
the thermostat.

• Seal cracks around doors and 
windows, and other gaps in the walls 
and foundation, with caulk and weather 
stripping.

• Replace incandescent light bulbs 
with compact fluorescent bulbs.

• If possible, replace old appliances 
with Energy-Star-rated ones.

• Install low-flow showerheads and 
faucet aerators to reduce hot water use.

• Insulate the hot water tank with an 
insulation wrap and insulate the exposed 
hot water pipes coming out of the tank 
with pre-cut insulation.

• Use mastic (a gooey substance ap-
plied with a paintbrush) instead of duct 
tape to seal all exposed ductwork joints 
in the attic, basement and crawl spaces.

• Insulate heating and cooling ducts.
• Install storm windows or sheets of 

plastic to single-paned windows during 
the winter to decrease heat loss through 
the windows.

• Add insulation in the attic.
• Install a programmable thermostat.

Kilowatt Ours Action Pledge
Talk with your family and put a check 

mark by at least five actions from either 
the no-cost or the low-cost list that you 
and your family agree to take at home. 
Write the actions on the Kilowatt Ours 
Action Pledge page (found in the cur-
riculum at www.kilowattours.org). Also 
see the Web site for multiple suggestions 
on ways to cut down on your own elec-
tricity useage.

The pledge is your household’s plan 
to save 25% in energy use. Next to each 
action write when you and your fam-
ily will do the actions. For example, 
you may decide to do them right away, 

in two weeks,  in one month, or in two 
months. Ask everyone in your household 
to sign the pledge. Post the pledge on the 
refrigerator or another visible place as a 
reminder for everyone to do the actions. 
Remember that your goal is to reduce 
your household’s energy use by 25%.

Choose actions that you and your 
family can all do and that will help you 
reach your goal!

25% Reduction Goal = average kWh 
used in one month × 0.25

Report your energy-saving actions and 
savings to the Kilowatt Counter. Just go 
to: www.countyourkilowatts.org.

Ultimate Kilowatt Ours Challenge: 
Become a Net-Zero Home!

Those students and families who are 
super motivated and are already meet-
ing the Kilowatt Ours 25% reduction 
goal can try the Ultimate Challenge! The 
challenge is to reduce energy consump-
tion as much as possible in the home. 
Then, with the resulting dollars saved, 
buy blocks of green power through 
your local electricity distributor. Aim 
to have all of your household’s electric-
ity consumption originating from green 
power sources and you and your family 
can work towards the goal of becoming a 
Net-Zero Home!

Now, Think Big!
How would you build 
a net-zero-energy 

community?

We understand that consum-
ing energy in buildings impacts 
finances, human health, the en-
vironment and our community. 
Therefore, we pledge to take the fol-
lowing steps in an effort to reduce 
our energy consumption at home:

Our goal is to save 100 kilowatt-
hours  a month by December 31, 2008.

We will:
1. Adjust the temperature of 

our fridge to no lower than 37 
degrees F. (done)

2. Set our freezer temperature 
no lower than 5 degrees F. and 
unscrew one light bulb. (done)

3. Turn off reading  and office 
lights when not in use. (ongoing)

4. Turn off radon on nice days 
when fresh air can ventilate the 
basement. (ongoing)

5. Make the thickest and nic-
est curtains we can afford from 
resources we already own dur-
ing August and September so our 
windows won’t leak so much heat 
in the winter. We will also caulk.

John Conner, July 19, 2008

Iona Conner, July 19, 2008

Thanks to this program, we 
are making many changes. I 
think our readers get the idea 
now so I am concluding this ex-
ercise. THANK YOU, JENNIFER!!!

Action Pledge for
the Conner Home

Two Energy Stories From Iona
A Little Birdie Told Me

A little birdie told me to stop using my garage door opener. She used the only body 
language she knew that would get through to us — she built her nest inside the garage 
on the workings of the opener. So we disengaged the opener and now I get my daily exer-
cise opening and closing the garage door. Sounds like a spoiled suburbanite, doesn’t it?

Heat in the Refrigerator
I reached into the fridge AND FELT THE HEAT! YIKES! Two light bulbs burned 

brightly when the door opened. I never noticed that before and we’ve lived here 3 1/2 
years. Perhaps this reveals what kind of a housekeeper/cook I am (not). I never ques-
tioned what made the bright blue temperature-adjustment numbers glow. Actually, I 
never noticed them before. Jennifer would be so ashamed of me, after all these lessons, 
to know that I had no idea where the settings were or how the blue light was created.
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Serendipity and Strength from a Seed

Quinoa … Quinoa … I have to write about Quinoa! It’s an amazing 
seed — a complete protein — contains a perfect balance of nine amino 
acids. “The problem is I’ve never tasted it, much less cooked it,” I was 
thinking as I walked to my favorite Au Bon Pain for lunch near my office 
in Baltimore. This is one of a handful of Abs’s in the United States that 
has a salad bar. Mark, the upbeat manager, had helped me out before by 
actually offering tofu in the salad bar at my request. Well, Mark did it 
again! There, on the hot food bar was Quinoa (pronounced Keen-wah).  
I immediately told him about The Order of the Earth and the column.  
He was so impressed he kept asking me on future visits, “What’s the 
name of that paper?”  

Anyway, back to Quinoa. There was Quinoa with Spinach, red pep-
per and small black beans mixed in. I decided it would be great with 
margarine. (What’s not good with margarine?)  And it was!

Now, I know Quinoa isn’t in very many mainstream grocery stores, 
although you might find it in the international food aisle at larger gro-
cery chains. But, you can buy organic Quinoa, and a lot of other neat 
foods at http://www.nutsonline.com.

Quinoa Pilaf
Use pre-washed quinoa. Make in a rice cooker; use two parts water to 
one part quinoa, stir, cover.  When the cooker shuts off, the quinoa 
is done.

Sauté these vegetables in ¼ cup olive oil:
½ cup diced carrots
½ cup diced green onions
¼ cup diced celery
¼ cup diced green pepper
¼ cup diced red pepper
2 cloves crushed garlic
6 cups cooked quinoa

Add sautéed vegetables to the quinoa
Stir in ¼ teaspoon oregano
Stir in 1 cup almonds, slivered or sliced
Add salt to taste

Next Month …  Cool Summer Soups
 
Food for Thought: A farm in Milford, Utah, which raises 2.5 million 
pigs yearly, produces more waste than the entire city of Los Angeles. 
Each year, our nation’s factory farms, collectively produce 2 billion 
tons of manure, a substance that’s rated by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency as one of the country’s top 10 pollutants. Source: Top 
10 Reasons to Become Vegetarian, http://reasonsbecomevegetarian.

Val’s Vegetarian Recipe
By Valerie Stanley

 Valerie Stanley is an attorney and animal law professor who lives in 
Laurel, Maryland. Her dream is to make eating vegetarian easy and fun. 
Please send any comments to her at valjoanst@yahoo.com.

Valerie quotes T. M. McNally: And it is of course trucks and au-
tomobiles and jet fuel — the hard facts of modernity — that have 
made both God and horses increasingly irrelevant to our culture. 
What is lost is our respect and affection for — our connectedness 
to — our fellow creatures, as well as a divine admonition to care 
for them  properly.

Food Walks and Workshop in NJ
Food Preservation: Saturday, August 23, Blairstown

Communities throughout the industrial world are awakening to the unforeseen consequences of 
climate change, the rising scarcities of fossil-fuels projected by petroleum geologists in warnings about 
“peak oil,” the dangers inherent in the genetic manipulation of our food supply, and the increasing suf-
focation of the most fundamental aspects of our deep humanity and creativity. Genesis Farm programs 
are dedicated to people everywhere who are arising with a new depth of love for life, for the planet, 
and for their home regions, and who work to create alternative ways to shape a more livable world. 
Our “Food Walks and Workshops” are designed to contribute to shaping these alternative ways. Help 
prepare food while learning the best techniques for drying, canning, pickling and freezing. See page 19. 
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(Continued from page 1)  West Vir-
ginians know their neighbors and can 
tell you how many grandchildren those 
neighbors have.  
       When I visit relatives in these tiny 
towns, my days slow to a pace of ‘calm.’  
There isn’t a rush to be somewhere, 
rather time to simply ‘be.’ The only times 
I ever remember my grandparents hur-
rying to get somewhere were when we 
were getting ready for church on Sunday 
morning and when my grandmother 
hustled to stir some forgotten beans left 
on the stove. The Appalachia I know 
reminds me so much of the Europe I ex-
perienced recently. It is no wonder, since 
Appalachia was settled by the Irish, Ital-
ian, Scottish, Greek and so on. As John 
Denver’s Country Road lyrics are sung: 
“Life is old there, older than the trees...”
       Not all of Appalachia is in seclu-
sion. Cities enjoy the latest technology, 
and some towns have become famous 
for their Bed and Breakfasts and hotels, 
like the world famous Greenbrier Resort 
,or for being the home of current and 
former famous talents such as:  writer: 
Pearl Buck; athlete: Jerry West; musi-
cian: Kathy Mattea; actor: Don Knotts; 
actress: Jennifer Garner; entertainer: 
Soupy Sales and leaders such as Booker 
T. Washington and General Chuck 
Yeager. 

Both small and large towns enjoy 
tourism all four seasons and are in sup-
port of outdoor adventure which is some 
of the best in the country:  hiking, bird 
watching, mountain biking, down-hill 
and cross-country skiing, snowboarding, 
kayaking, white water rafting, trout and 
bass fishing, hunting and much more.

There is no wonder how West Virgin-
ians earned their name, “Mountaineers,” 
and the state is branded as “The Moun-
tain State.”
       I’ve tried to create a picture of the 

state, even though it sounds strikingly 
similar to the other states that make 
up Appalachia and yet I have missed 
a major component that Appalachian 
states have in common.  It is one that 
has destroyed, demolished and deci-
mated hiking trails, fisheries, hunting 
grounds, wildlife and their trails, rivers 
and streams, towns and even cemeter-
ies in the southern portion of the state.  
This destroyer isn’t a dreaded insect or 
rodent, nor fungus or natural disaster.  
What’s more,  this destroyer is amazingly 
something that is in man’s control.  This 
major component I have not mentioned 
yet, is called ‘Mountaintop Removal’ 
(MTR) coal mining.  You may be won-
dering by this point, why people who 
love their land, cherish their homes, and 
enjoy the benefits of outdoor tourism 
allow others to come into their state and 
practice something called Mountaintop 
Removal.  
       In the next few months I am going 
to bring this ugly practice of coal extrac-
tion called MTR to the attention of The 
Order of the Earth readers.  If you have 
heard of MTR, possibly you could share 
this information with others. MTR is 
not simply a West Virginia issue, rather 
it is an Appalachian issue and its by-
products become our nation’s issue. As 
West Virginians, residents are feeling an 
increase in pressure to take sides in this 
large-scale, ecologically-unsightly, politi-
cal ‘coal as energy’ practice. 

It seems that as an outsider now, 
when I ask residents of the Mountain 
State, what the bottom line is, I see/hear 
several scenarios. Here are some of the 
collective answers I have received as the 
citizens take sides: 
#1:  We are (or currently have a family 
member that is) employed by the mines 
and rely on the coal mines for income; 
therefore, we are ‘pro-coal’ and believe 

that ‘coal is clean.’
#2:  We do not rely on the mines for in-
come and can see the devastating impact 
the mines have cost its people, therefore 
we will tell others about MTR.  
#3:  We are removed from mining 
vicinities (eastern panhandle and other 
areas) and choose not to learn about 
the information since the effects cannot 
tangibly be seen.  “It really can’t be that 
bad, can it?”
#4:  We feel that Appalachia and coal 
mining go hand in hand and we need 
to take the good with the bad, assuming 
that coal is a nemesis; therefore, doing 
nothing is the inevitable answer. (“Be-
sides, it is our history to mine coal and 
I don’t want to make an enemy of my 
neighbor who mines for a living.”) 
#5:  Even though it is part of Appala-
chian history, we have tried to counter 
‘poisonous coal practices’ to no avail; 
therefore, it is something that we must 
endure without a voice. 
#6:  West Virginia has profited from 
coal mining in the past, “so we must be 
profiting from it today.”
#7:  Appalachia has plenty of mountains. 
“What’s the big deal if we use some for 
mining … besides, coal is our future 
and coal is clean. Maybe the land can be 
reclaimed.”
#7:  We are “Mad as Hell West Virgin-
ians” (or know some) and recognize that 
coal is bigger than any one person and 
see very few folks outside of Appalachia 
educated on the topic, let alone on what 
MTR has done to its people. We see a 
select few that have adjusted their life to 
fight continuously for our land, schools, 
homes, clean water and dignity.  We 
want to help rid the state (and all of Ap-
palachia) of MTR!

       If this has piqued your interest and 
you would rather not wait forPart II to 
do some outside reading, www.ohvec.
org; www.appvoices.org and www.
ilovemountains.org will keep you riveted 
for hours.

Cynthia S. Waugh is a former elemen-
tary school teacher from West Virginia. 
She loves to read and garden and she 
wants you to know that: 

COAL IS NOT CLEAN!
Next Month: Statistics and Photos

The Mountain State Al Gore’s 
Talk ‘Live’

By Cindy S. Waugh 

Those of us that gathered in Washington, 
D.C. at the DAR Hall on July 17th to hear 
former Vice President and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Al Gore deliver his “Repower 
America” speech, probably noticed as I did, 
that everyone in attendance was ready to 
seize these sustainable prospects with alac-
rity.  

If we are to shift our reliance away from 
oil and coal, we needed his speech docu-
mented along with our booming and uni-
fied cheers of optimism. These reverberat-
ing cheers ran deep in our souls and were 
louder than any shout of approval our leg-
islators could garner on a good day at the 
Capitol building. We are the people speak-
ing out.  We are the people in the phrase… 
“We the People.”  I understand that the 
ovation was heard on radio broadcasts and 
read about in newspapers across the nation 
and hopefully the positive words will con-
tinue to reverberate around the world.  

 If you would like more information on 
his speech or would like to hear the entire 
speech, go to www.wecansolveit.org.

Al Gore did a wonderful job of stating 
that COAL was not the answer.  He is pro 
solar, wind and geothermal and wants pres-
sure on the powers that be to stop dragging 
their feet. He wants 100% clean energy in 
ten years.

It was good to hear.  I wanted more info 
but I’ll take the pep talk we got.

It is a start in the right direction. Gore is 
one of the first politicians that I have heard 
of that is against mountaintop removal.  I 
know of only two others (in West Virgin-
ia).  The remainders have been bought off 
by Big Coal $$.

If I go to things like this in the future, I 
should take along The Order of the Earth 
to pass out. Veg Out D.C. was there, Barb 
Rimbach’s Chesapeake environmental 
group she is a member of attended with a 
small easel and display for folks to see as 
they waited in line, and anti-factory-farm-
ing groups handed out their things as well.  

Of course there was a small group of 
nay-sayers, but I didn’t give them any at-
tention. 

OH! YES, I WAS THERE IN PER-
SON!!!!!!! I sat four seats to his left and 
eight rows back. 
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Dear Iona,

While we keep hearing the mantra for 
more drilling domestically as if it is some-
how going to free us from foreign sources 
of fossil fuel, I found this article particular-
ly interesting: “US Oil Firms Seek Drilling 
Access, but Exports Soar” by Tom Doggett, 
Reuters, July 3, 2008. Note that the U.S. is 
exporting a record 1.6 million barrels of 
oil a day out of the U.S. That is about 9% 
of domestic refining capacity. That is also 
roughly half the annual crude oil produc-
tion in Pennsylvania.  

This highlights two important issues. 
First, it is ridiculous to consider drilling 
new holes when there is no way to assure 
that the oil and gas that is drilled is even go-
ing to stay here. Second, it really shows how 
inconsequential drilling in Pennsylvania is.  
If it takes a year of drilling in Pennsylvania 
to produce an amount equivalent to what 
we as a nation export in just two days, is 
it really worth the cost to our forests and 
watersheds?

Of course not! But it is worth it to the oil 
and gas companies that are raking in record 
profits even though they really aren’t pro-
ducing much.

Ryan Talbott
Forest Watch Coordinator
Allegheny Defense Project
311 Pitt Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15221
www.alleghenydefense.org
rtalbott@alleghenydefense.org

[Reverse Letter to the Editor]
Dear John Keslick (Tree Consultant),
Just a confirmation, please. I am on the 

right track when I accuse loggers of creat-
ing the deer “problem” in the first place by 
creating more edges for browsing, aren’t I?

Iona

Iona,
Yes.
John A. Keslick, Jr.
www.treedictionary.com

Dear Iona,
I can, I think, offer some encouraging 

news. I’m observing a GENERAL CON-
SCIOUSNESS of the importance of climate 
change. It reminds me of the beginning 
of WW!! After some resistance and much 
reluctance, suddenly there was a concert-
ed joining-in-the-war effort; people gave 
blood, saved fats, extended their working 
week from 40 to 48 hours; students and 
teachers spent their vacations doing farm 

work (I did) or working in munitions fac-
tories (I never did). 

You would get more cooperation if you 
stressed this parallel — remind everybody 
we are fighting a war against global warm-
ing. There are signs it’s beginning to hap-
pen: recently I heard on the radio some-
thing about reviving Amtrak; the shocking 
climb of gas prices will help to stimulate in-
terest in public transportation, even though 
the latter isn’t free, either, yet a railway trip 
can accommodate many people, who would 
drive separately. For shorter distances to 
work or to school, people could bike or 
(horror) WALK! During WWII some car 
owners put up their cars “for the duration.” 
I’ve  also read about bicycle paths built in 
this city; most larger cities in Europe have 
bicycle ways running between the footwalk 
and the street.

Today’s paper has an article from The 
Washington Post saying “The task force 
urged that climate considerations be incor-
porated into foreign aid.” So, play on this 
general consciousness. 

Oh, I forgot: counsel biking as a way to 
combat the obesity epidemic we hear so 
much about! 

That’s all for  now.
Renate Goepp, Greenfield MA

Renate sent a clipping called “Keep It 
Up” by Donald Kaul from the Greenfield 
Recorder dated June 23, 2008. Here’s the 
gist:

“Who said that the power of the Press 
is dead? A few weeks ago, I told people 
to stop whining about the high price of 
gasoline and do something about it; 
namely, use less gas.

“Almost immediately, the American 
people responded. In March of this year, 
Americans drove 11 billion fewer miles 
than they did in March of 1997 and used 
4.3 percent less gasoline.

“That marks the first time since 1979 
that traffic has declined from one March 
to the next and constitutes the biggest 
drop since the government started keep-
ing track in 1942. which means that my 
advice has had a greater impact on gas 
consumption that either World War II or 
the gas lines of the Carter years.

“I am so glad ... .”

Hi Iona,
I’ll take 50 Order of the Earth newspa-

pers. People are so interested when I tell 
them I have a friend who started her own 
newspaper! A woman behind me in the 
Whole Foods line kept asking the name of 
your paper. I had struck up a conversation 

with her because she had a box of Quinoa, 
which launched into a conversation about 
the column, etc. Then it dawned on me I 
could put them out at Whole Foods. Now 
that’s a clientele you would really want!

Valerie Stanley, Laurel MD 
(see Val’s quinoa recipe on page 14)

Dear Iona, 
      Please continue to use the office ad-
dress as I will distribute the newspapers 
from the library office. I am very happy 
to receive them. 
       Here is a little poem.  Perhaps, the 
question is addressed to the comet and to 
the person reading.  They say that comets 
may have brought the seeds of life to 
earth. [Ed.: See story about ancient seeds 
sprouting in Israel on page 4.] 
    We had a comet pass by here a few 
years ago — Hale-Bopp — and we saw it 
every evening, and as I travelled I would 
see it, sometimes through the windshield 
of the car. 
Very best, 
 Sandy Chilcote, Newfoundland, Canada

a dusty fruit   a comet 
grains in ice and dust 
the fertile hair of stars 
 
have you wings or 
hands   fingers or 
feathers 
can you choose fours legs and paws 
can you romp? 
 
choose 
while fanning up the dust 

Dear Iona,
    I got your card yesterday.  Thanks for
the absolutely beautiful Indian Prayer and
your thoughtful note.
    Well, it's been two months since Pop
died, and I know I have felt sorrow, but
I haven't really thought enough about his
life. Your kind message has touched my
heart. 
    I next plan to work on planting a tree
for him — again, for some strange reason,
I am the only one wanting to plan this.
    Something else very incredible has
happened in my life.  I very recently
received an award from the Sierra Club
for my many years of service (23 years) 
and will accept this (they give several awards 
every year) at the annual dinner in San 
Francisco on September 20th. The dinner 
coincides with the council of club leaders’ 

and the board of directors’ meetings.  
    Glen will go with me and the nice South 
Carolina colleague who put together my 
nomination (Charles, our Chapter Chair)
will also be there.  It was a total surprise and 
I am still on cloud nine.

As far as activism, I have been working 
on our political endorsements for the Sierra 
Club, as the chapter political chair.  It is now 
very exciting, because Obama will be open-
ing 20 offices in Virginia and that could 
mean some coattail involvement to get rid 
of many of our horrid U.S. Congressmen.  
Virginia is a “battleground state “ (I believe 
there are 11 but that number could change). 
That will keep me busy through November 
— setting up interviews, preparing forms 
for national approval, lots more.

    Also, there have been several rallies and 
two more planned in July and August on 
Iran/Iraq. I am not involved with planning 
them but want to add my body to attending. 
Having visited Iran last summer (on our 
11-day Peoples Peace Mission) and talking 
to lovely, intelligent and peaceful Iranians, 
it makes no sense to drop bombs on their 
country.
    Love,
    Tyla Matteson, Richmond, Virginia

Bulk orders
of “the order”
now available

for events

WE are now 
shipping out 

large orders 
of our paper 

so you can 
hand it out 
or sell it at 
local events

25 copies = $15
50 copies = $25
100 copies = $45
200 copies = $75

Send check to 
“The ORder of the 

Earth” HCR 83 Box 881 
Shade gap, pa 17255
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C hildren’s  Nature  ContestJunior Scientists 
Monitor 

Warming Signs
By Gregory M. Lamb, excerpt

Christian Science Monitor April 10, 2008 — 
Kite-flying Benjamin Franklin was one. So was 
President Thomas Jefferson, who did important 
work in archaeology at an Indian burial ground. 
British chemist Michael Faraday, who had only 
a grammar-school education but discovered the 
principles of electromagnetism, is a prime example. 
So is Jack Horner, the world-renowned discoverer 
of dinosaur behavior and advisor to “Jurassic Park,” 
who never finished college.

All of them are among amateur or “citizen” 
scientists who made important contributions to 
their fields without advanced degrees or university 
appointments.

Science educators today are eager to show 
people of all ages that they, too, can do the work of 
scientists. Whether it’s counting birds, fish, or stars, 
or checking in on the lives of frogs or butterflies, 
ordinary Americans are joining in the excitement 
and rewards of scientific research.

Can people without formal training really do 
valuable work? “I believe they can,” says Sandra 
Henderson, national coordinator for Project 
BudBurst (www.budburst.org). This spring, Project 
BudBurst invited anyone across the United States 
to observe and report when trees, shrubs, flowers, 
or other plants growing near them bud or put out 
leaves.

“These observations can be very valuable to 
scientists,” says Dr. Henderson, a scientist at the 
National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boul-
der, Colorado. “[Professional] scientists can’t be 
everywhere and we’re asking volunteers to be these 
extra eyes on the landscape... .”

In BudBurst’s first full year, thousands of people 
signed up, Henderson said. They ranged from 
retirees to fifth-grade classrooms, 4-H groups to 
gardening clubs.

The granddaddy of such citizen science projects 
is probably the NestWatch program (watch.birds.
cornell.edu/nest) sponsored by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology in Ithaca, New York. Since 1965, bird 
watchers have sent in some 300,000 nest-record 
cards, noting nest sites, species observed, surround-
ing habitat and the number of eggs, young, and 
fledglings. They could provide a powerful record 
of the effects of global climate change on nesting 
birds, but 235,000 cards are still awaiting entry into 
the online database ... .

“I go out every morning ... and I do my little 
round of my trees (lilac, aspen, chokecherry),” Hen-
derson said. “It’s almost like a little treasure hunt.”
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Scaling Buildings to Alert 
Others About Global Warming

EcoSpace.cc, excerpt
On-lookers walking by West 41st Street 

last Thursday were astonished to see a 
man climbing his way up the north side of 
the new, 52-story New York Times build-
ing. As he scaled the building, a crowd 
of on-lookers amassed below. Mid-way 
through his ascent the climber unfurled a 
bright green banner which read: “Global 
Warming Kills More People Than 9/11 
Every Week.”

Alain Robert, known as the “French 
Spiderman,” purposefully chose the en-
vironmentally green building of The New 
York Times to raise awareness of global 
warming issues. Wearing a t-shirt with his 
Web site on it (www.thesolutionisimple.
org), Alain hopes the stunt will draw more 
media attention to simple ways we can 
increase energy efficiency.

Although others may have feared for 
his life, Alain (a professional climber) is 
no stranger to death-defying stunts of this 
sort. He has scaled 85 giant structures, 
many of the world’s largest, mostly using 
only his bare hands and climbing shoes.

“Climbing is my passion, my philosophy 
of life,” Alain states, adding, “Although I 
suffer from vertigo, although my accidents 
left me disabled up to 60 percent, I have 
become the best solo climber.”

The Times They Are a Changin’

Who would want to buy these dinosaurs?? Photo by Iona

Climate Change 
Protesters Hijack 

Coal Train
By Martin Wainwright, excerpt

The Guardian June 13, 2008 — Climate 
change campaigners hijacked a train carry-
ing coal to Britain’s biggest power station this 
morning, swarming onto the roof of its 20 huge 
trucks.

The 40 protesters stopped the regular deliv-
ery service to Drax in Yorkshire disguised as 
railway workers in yellow warning jackets and 
waving red flags, having read up on standard 
railway safety rules.

The ambush took place at an iron girder 
bridge over the river Aire ... . One group then 
used the bridge girders and climbing equip-
ment to scale the 12-foot high trucks. They 
hoisted a huge banner reading “Leave It In The 
Ground” — referring to the coal destined for 
the power station’s furnaces. The protesters 
carried food, water and even a portable lava-
tory with the intention of being able to remain 
onboard for several days.

As the driver of the train radioed for advice, 
a second group of protesters used shovels 
which they had also brought with them to start 
emptying the gravel-like power station coal 
onto the track. Police arrived half-an-hour later 
and sealed off the area after [receiving] calls 
from motorists stuck at a crossing which was 
closed as a safety precaution ... .

The Drax line is likely to be closed until the 
protesters leave and safety checks, including 
the removal of the shovelled coal, are expected 
to disrupt supplies to the power station for 
several days afterwards ... .

The campaigners promised more protests 
later this summer, when another power station 
will face an attempt to close it down, similar to 
the Drax Climate Camp in 2006.

A Daughter of India’s Underclass Rises on Votes That Cross Caste Lines
By Somini Sengupta, excerpt

LUCKNOW, India (The New York Times July 18, 2008) — Kumari Mayawati, a daughter of so-called untouchables 
and India’s most maverick politician, stunned the nation last year when she won majority control of India’s largest state 
with an inventive political coalition that fused votes from up and down the ancient Hindu caste pyramid. 

Now, with national elections only months away, Ms. Mayawati has emerged as the most important low-caste politi-
cian in India’s history and she is asserting herself as a rainbow coalition leader, a woman whom all Indians can trust to 
be their prime minister one day. How far she will rise remains to be seen. But there is no disputing her importance.

While the advance of so-called low-caste, or Dalit, politicians like Ms. Mayawati has reshaped Indian politics for 20 
years, no one from her social rank has so shaken up the country’s traditional political order. Dalits represent roughly 16 
percent of the population and have traditionally been shunted to the lowest rungs of Indian society.

A Few Words 
About 

Cottonfield
by Iona

Cottonfield is a woman-

owned company. Yeumei 

Shon, founder of Cotton-

field has been our friend 

for many years. We sold 

her “Made in the USA” 

garments to hundreds of 

satisfied customers. I es-

pecially like the Zen pants 

— very roomy with soft 

fabric. Please check out 

her Web site. Yeumei was 

our first paid advertiser.
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August 4-20: Immersion in the New Cosmology
We immerse ourselves in an intensive 16-day experience that empowers us to re-
think the meaning of our lives within the context of Earth and Cosmos. Practical 
personal, professional and societal changes that can help re-invent our human 
activities are explored. There is time for field trips and hands-on experiences in 
the garden and kitchen, with space also for journaling, reflection and time in the 
natural world. Cost $1,600 includes lodging and all meals. 

August 13: Film Series: Why We Fight 
7:00 pm — A New Cosmology Introduction   7:30 — A nonpartisan look at the 
anatomy of American war-making and its institutionalization throughout our 
economy. This 2005 Sundance Film Festival Grand Jury Prize winner includes 
stories from everyday Americans as well as Washington and Pentagon insiders. 

August 23: Food Preservation
Learn safe and delicious methods for canning, freezing and pickling food as you 
prepare recipes with a pro. Presenter, Leda Meredith, teaches at New York Botani-
cal Garden, Brooklyn Botanic Garden and Adelphi University.  Also see page 14.

August 25-29: Rare Earth in a Sacred Universe
  (Earth Literacy Program I)
Each of nine week-long seminars focuses on a particular aspect of the Great 
Work. We explore ways of re-inventing human work and technology, food and 
agriculture, economics, governance, health, education, culture and spirituality. 
Participants live, reflect and work together in a highly independent and struc-
tured experiential learning process. Program formats include presentations, 
ritual, films, discussions, journaling and time to listen to Earth speak through 
this beautiful land. A pre-reading list is provided. $550 per week covers food 
and lodging.

Call 908-362-7221 or see www.genesisfarm.org.

August Events at Genesis Farm
Blairstown, New Jersey

Small Town Overthrows Corporate 
Giant for Control of Water

By Wenonah Hauter, Food & Water Watch, excerpt
The people of Felton, California learned that they had successfully wrested control of their water 

from the clutches of a giant corporation on Friday, May 30, 2008.
Many of the 3,000 adult residents of the Felton Water District had been organizing for nearly six 

years to buy the community’s water system from California American Water. Cal-Am is a subsidiary of 
American Water, which, despite an ongoing sell-off, remains under the ownership of German multina-
tional energy and water titan RWE.

Surprisingly, less than a week before an eminent domain trial to decide the value of the water 
system, the announcement came that the San Lorenzo Valley Water District would pay Cal-Am $10.5 
million in cash for the system. Of course, Cal-Am went for the deal to settle the eminent domain suit 
against it and avoid a jury trial, said Jim Mosher, who heads up the legal committee for Felton FLOW — 
Friends of Locally Owned Water.

Deal Is Struck in Montana 
to Preserve Forest Areas

By Kirk Johnson, excerpt
DENVER, Colorado (The New York Times July 1, 2008) — A huge patchwork of privately owned 

forest in northwest Montana — much of it abutting wilderness, and together almost a third the size 
of Rhode Island — will be permanently protected from development under an agreement announced 
Monday by two private conservation groups, the Nature Conservancy and the Trust for Public Land.

The groups will pay $510 million for about 500 square miles of forest now owned by Plum Creek 
Timber, a lumber and real estate firm based in Seattle. It is one of the biggest sales of forest land for 
preservation purposes in United States history, conservation experts said. 

About half the amount will come from private donations, the conservation buyers said, and about 
half from the federal government under a new tax-credit bond mechanism that was included in the gi-
ant farm bill recently passed by Congress over President Bush’s veto. 

Florida Buying Sugar Tract for Everglades
By Damien Cave, excerpt

LOXAHATCHEE, Florida (The New York Times June 25, 2008) — The dream of a restored Ever-
glades, with water flowing from Lake Okeechobee to Florida Bay, moved a giant step closer to reality 
when the nation’s largest sugarcane producer agreed to sell its assets to the state and go out of business. 
Under the proposed deal, Florida will pay $1.75 billion for United States Sugar, which would have six 
years to continue farming before turning over 187,000 acres north of Everglades National Park, along 
with two sugar refineries ... and other assets. It will be Florida’s biggest land acquisition ever, and the 
magnitude and location of the purchase left environmentalists and state officials giddy.

Five Reasons to Love $4 Gas
By  Foreign Policy, July 16, greatly abbreviated

1. The mass transit boom: From 2000 to 2005, fewer than 5% of Americans used mass 
transit for their commutes, compared with about 50% in Japan and Europe ... But now, 
more U.S. commuters than ever are taking buses, subways or light rail to work. Ameri-
cans took nearly 85 million more  mass transit trips in the first three months of 2008 
than they did in the same period in 2007, according to an American Public Transporta-
tion Association report.
2. Lower obesity rates: Rising gas prices and smaller belt sizes go together, according to 
Charles Courtemanche of Washington University in St. Louis. His research found that, 
for every dollar increase in the average real price of gas, overweight and obesity levels 
in the United States would decline by 16% after seven years. 
3. Fewer accidents: This past Memorial Day many states reported that traffic deaths 
were the lowest in years.
4. Shorter commutes: Worry about rising gas prices has encouraged workers to move 
closer to their jobs to cut costs and find alternate ways of traveling to work. And for 
many of those that still drive, less-packed roads are producing shorter commutes … .
5. The alternative fuels craze: More of the world’s fuel is coming from renewable en-
ergy sources instead of Middle East oil drums. 
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Elder Trees 
(Continued from page 7) 

thinking we already have the answers or 
truth. 

It would break our choice. Since the 
rebels do not wish us to interfere with 
their ‘king of the hill’ games here, is it 
any wonder the trees and all of the other 
life forms here are suffering?

Blessed Kateri
(continued from page 7)

chapel or in the snow in front of a cross.  
She always wore a rosary around her 
neck.
    Kateri Tekakwitha died on April 17, 
1680 at the age of 24 after a long illness. 
Her last words were “Iesos Kononronka” 
or “Jesus, I love You.” Moments after 
dying, her scarred and disfigured face 
miraculously cleared. The smallpox scars 
and all traces of suffering were erased by 
God.  This miracle was witnessed by two 
Jesuits and all the others able to fit into 
the room.  Immediately after her death 
devotion to her began by her people.
     Kateri was declared venerable in 1943 
and beatified in 1980 by Pope John Paul 
II. She was also named by Pope John 
Paul II as a Patroness for World Youth 
Day in 2002.
    “In this day and age, when the 
pleasure-principle so dominates our so-
ciety and when people expend all kinds 
of time, effort and energy to remove the 
Cross from Christianity and to escape 
the sometimes-harsh realities and re-
sponsibilities of mature Christian living, 

Kateri Tekakwitha stands as an heroic 
example of how to integrate the mystery 
of the Cross with the mystery of the Res-
urrection in a way that gives honor and 
glory to God and that ensures loving ser-
vice to His people.” Most Reverend Howard 
J. Hubbard, DD, Bishop of Albany, N.Y.

Sacred Gaia 
 (continued from page 7)
save the Earth. If we are to weather the 
times that are coming we had better 
overcome the tyranny of mediocrity and 
start recognizing genius and truth.

Herein I have often been frank with 
my human frailties. How myopic to 
think it is ego to now discuss what makes 
me and others like me special. Why are 
game athletes, play actors and  screaming 
singers revered and viewed as being spe-
cial and not political ecologists defend-
ing the Earth and all life? Being  able to 
conceive and implement specific actions 
to promote ecological sustainability, 
allowing Being to continue and  avert-
ing disaster, is at least as cool as kicking 
a goal, pretending a part, or rocking out 
(and these are all way cool).

Perhaps my unique gift is to see and 
communicate the scale of the ecologi-
cal problems facing the Earth and the 
absurd inadequacy of nearly every 
response. Too many people consum-
ing recklessly with nary a thought to 
conservation and the future are eating 
ecosystems required to keep Earth habit-
able. This and a dedication to sufficient 
solutions set this ecologist apart.

This gift is wielded at a price. To feel 

viscerally my oneness with the Earth, to 
know this is profound truth, yet to often 
be unable to personally communicate it 
without repelling others. So I write and 
organize information and live a lonely 
life. It is damn hard to often be the only 
sane, fully ecologically aware one in the 
room (the Earth is dying, arghh!), even 
as I am condemned by the ignorant 
as strange and a bit scary. I have been 
shocked by withdrawals of love by fam-
ily and friends because I am different. I 
refuse to change to get along.

How easy it is to confuse vision, pas-
sion, commitment and sacrifice for ego-
ism. How saddened I am by the selfish-
ness of modern hairless apes, dismayed 
at our detachment from ecosystems, and 
scared by the full apocalyptic implica-
tions of our ignorance. This is not mes-
sianic, it is prophetic, and we need more 
of the latter and much less of the former, 
as the only God is Gaia.

I am sick and tired of people saying 
there is nothing I and others can do for 
the Earth, that we cannot make a differ-
ence. It is as if society went straight from 
denying the problems to being unwill-
ing to embrace transformative solutions 
because they require sacrifice and an end 
to wallowing competitive consumption. 
Yes, we can re-learn how to live with the 
Earth. There is still just time to thrive 
and survive. 

Ecological truth-tellers infused with 
a revolutionary spirit of action to save 
the Earth are the most special people 
around. We are the future hope for 
humanity and all being. We are going 
to stop coal, ancient forest logging, and 

implement numerous other transforma-
tive changes necessary to save the Earth 
and all her creatures. 

After some time for rest and reflection, 
and having regained my health and sem-
blance of peace of mind, I look forward 
to using all of my power of intellect and 
persuasion to advocate for a spirit of 
revolutionary action in response to the 
abysmal crises faced by the Earth and 
her humanity. I see no choice ... . 

I look forward to contemplating and 
discussing Earth Revolution strategies 
and tactics further, and have not and 
will not now condone any imminent 
illegal acts. Yet I remain committed to 
academically investigating how a 
revolutionary spirit and commitment to 
sufficient ecological and social change to 
sustain the Earth will come about one 
way or another. 

http://earthmeanders.blogspot.com

Whether we believe in Genesis 
or evolutioin (or neither), it is our 

role as humans to cherish Creation.
--Iona


