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Something Marvelous

Is Going On Here!
by Rutherford Platt
A Pocket Guide to Treekd52

Take any tree. Hang a sign on| i}
announcing Something marvelous is
going on here!" Everybody who has
the least sense of wonder will stop |t
find out what is going on. &

Such a sign does not hang on eve f,}
treed addressed to all the senses| @ stalled last sum-
sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch. i . ‘ mer on their

Sometimes it is spectacular, angge e T L home, shown at
appears and disappears like a big e|ej#s e \ left. Photos by
tric sign in Times Square: the fallfF= lona
flaming of maple; the white foam of
dogwood in the spring; cottonwood

snow covering the ground: the roar 1 N€ OCeAN IS RisINg: What Are People Doing?

of trees in a storm.
Sometimes the sign thaty lona Thomas, who put up solar panels on his home to me
"something marvelous is going on" has | spent many wonderful years living at the Jerseglean energy to provide heat and run his lights and ap|
peculiar delight: the fragrance of balShor e. Last Father6s Day dnceswas visiting my family
sam: the taste and crackle of a cokbme free time so | decided to go for a swim in my be- Since the panels were installed this summer, the Tt
apple; the swirling patterns and richoved ocean. Every cell of my body reacted to the factthata s 6s el ectric bill s rang
colors in the wood of fine furniture. | there was much less beach there than when | had my thgtgd lights, heat, electric stove, two refrigerators, a
Again, trees have an eyatching| swim five or ten years ago. For four years now | have beeanditioning, a dryer, hot water heater and all small apg
feature that lures people from afar: theorking exclusively on global warming, but my wholeances. Next summer, when the panels produce more e
bigness of sequoia; the knees of bahbdy FELT its effects that day. The tragic realization dficity than is actually used by the couple, they will ge
cypress; the bizarreness of Joshuatregur f ut ure was evi dent t hmaney baknfm thdirgpower compahy tecadse they e
Such signs absorb all of one'swoi-he | PCC report or be on Kelmakhgextea@lsectrititgwhich Pepgzo wkiimbwyw t h
der. On my way home, through the back roads of Jackson, The cost of the photovoltaic solar panels was $81,0
On the other handgvery treehas| New Jersey, | pulled over abruptly when | saw a sign ag-n d the Thomasdés took out
IittIe_intimat_e signs that pc_)int the wayvertising a solar energy project. The photovoltaic panel%t nearly half of that money back from the state of Ne
to discoveries of the spirit, of art, oon the roof were beautiful. Loretta Thomas and her h , _
mechanics, of astonishment at naturbind, Roger, are taking the issue of climate change s grsey after an inspector comes to the house to verify 1
miracles, and of reassurance about littus | y. The Thomasds wer e theparels are wokinggoptinugdipapage)6 s o n ,

itself in a violent world.

When you consider the radical lines In Greenland, Ice and Instability

drawn by leaf edges, the various ways . )
that bud scales are fitted together' he by AndreW C Rer|n, excerpt froffhe New YOI‘k Tlmehnuary 8, 2008

taste and touch of twigs, the processes The ancient frozen dome cloakirgpreading ever higher on the ice cdms, the lead scientist at the Nationa
of bark, you realize how each fragmengreenland is so vast that pilots ha¥ée melting surface darkens, abso®row and Ice Data Center in Boulder,
of a tree has its own perfection. Somerashed into what they thought wasiray up to four times as much energyo | or ad o é .
how all these wondrous parts are péloud bank spanning the horizon. Fifrom the sun as unmelted snow, which # Thi ngs ar e def
together to create the curious livinghg over it, you can scarcely imagimeflects sunlight. Natural drainpipeserious than anyone would have
mechanism we call a tree. that this ice could erode fast enoughdalled moulins carry water fromthehought five year
It appears from a tiny capsule morgangerously raise sea levels any timeur f ace i nt o t he Righet,pa losgéme Tswdentpof dce
or less the size of a drop of water.| Koon. slightly, but measureably, lubricatssheet s at both pc
grows with mathematical rhythm, put-  Along the flanks in spring an@nd accelerates the grinding passagéodpulsion Laboratory.
ting out myriads of contact points withsummer, however, the picture is vetyc e t owar d t he s e a[Bd.:|suggestyou read the whole
the gases of the atmosphere and minefifferent. For a lengthening string of All of these changes have margsticle on the Web. The graphics are
als of the Earth. It erects antennae {garm years, a lacework of blue lakesl aci ol ogi st s fi asenkationdl. IAlso seeeage 8 s re-
catch the powefContinued on page 10)and rivultets of meltwater have beetays) shells hoc ke d, 0 s #iedinfofrmatibn f®m therlPCC.]

Loretta Thomas
of Jackson, New
Jersey  (right),
stands in front
of the controls
for the photo-
voltaic  solar
system she and
her husband
Roger had in-
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From the Editor | NSI| DEé é . . . IJULUUUUUUULUIJ
v : Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) |§ Let us know what ] |§
Lat est Report Part | 1: wljs of.ChangTe. 3
Derrick Ehdgamee P mi ses Ter tlg e doing to help I%
Kilowatt Ours: A Curriculum for All of Us, Part II:
2 What Do You Know? by Jennifer Barrie 5 | create or r.estore I
i M Forest Service to Pull Sciel istse@0|©g|6&l\|nersé| 6
! ' Garden Ramblings: To Live Lightly, Go Out to i i
D R d Your Wilderness by Christine Maccabée. . 7 | balan(_:e In your life |
ear rneader, Poetry: public menaceby Barbara Kno& . . 8 I and in the world. I
wel | , | 61 1 t el l Wome s®@melP &g eg: ReTthuirsni ng My | ‘mp,“tEl‘naHEJsat |
newspaper production is really quite a Plgne_t Eathby Bar bara E8akko Tayl_r é. .
learning experience for me! Thanks to| Acting in Concert by Pyong Rolé . . 9 | |onaconner@pa.net |
dozens of friends for suggestions andEner gy Efficient Homes Paly [|fé. .09 |
encouragemeftand to new subscrib- [Nanosol ar: Power to the Pleoprrf~r=f~r-rrcTrotr—
ers, who reinforce the need for this typel Freedom: Lakota Tribes: Stop This Country, rfrrrrrrren |
of newspaper. We Want to Get Off! by Joshua Hollar&l. . 1 0

| wrote a powerful piece about turn- | Peace: The Grandmothers Speak of Unity and
ing off the lights on page 12 but in our| World Peaceby Laur allKrebsé.
December issue, there was a great sc[{ onads Cornere. . 12
entific piece on Light Pollution, which | Top Military Recruitment Lies
|l 6d be happy to mgibly tAo mgeu Ai {1 i go00l3aeddDavid

$1. I f youdd | i ke [ltentet eerlsectta otnhiec BEsdeirtsoiroén.,. 1|4
| can do that for free. Just let me know. |Gr assroots Power é. . 15
The Thirteen Indigenous Grand-|Follow-Up t o Bal i Gl obal \I&r mi

WANTED:
DISTRIBUTORS!
Sol ni tCéa”.Iona at
8142593372

g COoOnmferemncee.

mot hers group enclfanmted —mMe SO

read about them on page 11. | was at the Index for IPCC :

fundraiser Cole Hons put on and it wag Report Series Series.

- S . ) January, Part |: Introduction and Back-

flawe s diost bf aus who work on |January, PartI: Introduction and round

AThe Order of t he Obs%v%%]atE\ﬁdencq\l € W § Eebrua@, Pag II : What Do You Know

Februal art Il: Causes of b >
grandmothers and grandfathers. Change About Energy? _
A . . . . . ch, Part Il ; Your.Electric Meter

Youdl !l find, wit ihMarah Patih:ErgeeedCp a|d & So0h

R i mate Change and Its Impacts | Part IV : Pe al Energy Survey

tinuations of two long and strong = 5o Ny Exam Iespof im. | May, Part V: Discussion, First Half

AprL, —art v P June, Part VI: Discussion, Second Half

piece® the Intergovernmental Panel on pacts Associated with Global | souss: nd
3 July, Part VIl : )
Climate Change latest report and theAverage Temperature Change ‘Il‘i‘rst 5;? VIl - Electricity Investigation

Kilow: r rriculum. On in. |May, Part V: Ocean Acidification ) - -
owatt Ours Curriculum. Once again, June. Part VI: Adaptation and August, Part VIII : Electricity Investiga

Ynae?( %r' K'ilowatt Ours

I can offer you free electronic back is- iidgation options tion, Second Half ‘
sues to bring you up to date but | charggJuly. Part Vil : Comparison Be| SeRtember. _Part X Kilowatt Ours

- . ] - Challenge, First Half
$3 for ma”'ng out hard copies. tween Global Economic Mitiga October, Part X: Kilowatt Ours Chal-

0The Order of
is a Monthly Publication

Our Goal:To create a hugely successful ng
paper that will report the story of people ar
the world working to protect their land ba
strengthen local communities and achieve a
greenhouse gas reduction by 2030.

Our MissionTo inspire and encourage reag
to think seriously, act intelligently and be pe
ful, compassionate and creative.

The DreamHumans can eexist with Natuf
and, once they do, both will flourish again.

W<
DU
Se

o]

er
ac

( ion Potential & Proj Emis
One of our noprofit Grassroots |Mon Potential & Projected Emisy jonge “Second Half

it sions Increase November, Part XI: Home Energy A
Coalition board members recommendedAugust, Part Vil : The Long| S eMber, tar Al Home ENergy As-
sessment (Extrapolate to School, Busi-

Der | Ck Enigamaseerpage 4) |Tem Penoecie, FistHar | nessor )
and, after reading it, | decided that || Fererect 9" | December, Part XiI: Clash of the En-
. pective, Conclusion S T Conclusi
really dondét want| to read a psoySarp PuigShow Conclusion
books. He has said it all.
FAIR USE NOTICE

Fortunately, Derrick gave us permisfh

Publisher/Editérlona Conner

Publishing Partnefis Kim Stenley, Christine
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Layout/DesighKatherine Lukaszewicz
Printingi The Heraliail Co., Hagerstown, Ml
familyowned business, which uses 45% {ost
consumer paper and sbgsed inks

7

. . is newspaper contains copyrighted material, the use of which has not always
sion to quote hi mbee?n sfpe@ifé)a‘ly Xuthorize'ffﬁ/gfheec&yﬁght &vnerJakthddgH we do try. We
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we need merely to step away from thenvironmental, political, human rights, economic, democracy, scientific, ang

soci al justice issues, etec. We bel
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Changes in atmospheric concentra- Global Anthropogenic Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions

tions of greenhouse gases (GHGS)

aerosols, landover and solar radic &g
tion alter the energy balance of t
climate system. = -

Global GHG emissions due tc . 384 -
human activities have grown since = ﬁ /| [
pre-industrial times, with an in- §m ar
crease of 70% between 1970 ar § i
2004 (Figure SPM.3). £

Carbon dioxide (C¢) is the mos i m ﬂ (c)
important anthropogenic GHG. |
annual emissions grew by about 8l o

rm 1580 2{HHF 2‘]‘1‘

between 1970 and 2004. The ler
term trend of declining CQemissions
per unit of energy supplied revers

B 0% o o Fd i ] e . [ | £

[ el e sprgatiure, waste ardd snergy o

I deinnenindon . ey Al gar

fopm grcuis pad pibars. [ Fogess

L, jenan Wemin 372 worewmn

i

Spatial agreement between regior
of significant warming across the globt
and locations of significant observe(
changes in many systems consistent wi
warming isvery unlikelyto be due solely
to natural variability. Several modeling
studies have linked some specific re
sponses in physical and biological sys
tems to anthropogenic warming.

More complete attribution of ob-
served natural system responses to
thropogenic warming is currently pre-
vented by the short time scales of mar

Etry negphy
Er .

[

£ 1am impact studies, greater natural climat
“Fasdenial i variability at regional scales, contribu:
cinrrasrcial bulkbnps

T

tions of nonclimate factors and limited

after 2000.

Global atmospheric concentrations
of CO,, methane (CH) and nitrous
oxide (N;O) have increased markedly
as a result of human activities since
1750 and now far exceed pre
industrial values determined from ice
cores spanning many thousands of
years.

. . commercial
Atmospheric concentrations of GO

and

buildings,

Figure SPM.3 (a) Global annual emissions of anthropogenic GHGs from -1
2004° (b) Share of different anthropogenic GHGs in total emissions in 200
terms of CQ-equivalent. (c) Share of different sectors in total anthropogenic G
emissions in 2004 in terms of G@quivalent. Bar Graphs (L. to R.) = 1970, 198¢,
1990, 2000, and 2004. Pink=g@om fossil fuel use and other reasons; ivorygeighted by their 100-year Global Warm-
CO, from deforestation, decay and peat; light blue=methane from agriculture,
and energy; purple=nitrous oxide from agriculture and others. Upper circle
Lower circle chart: Dark blue=energy supply, yellow=transport, gray=resid
red=industry,

light : :
green=forestry, white=waste and wastewater. Better graphics on www.ipcc.orgil @erosols tends to cool it. The net effect

9§8at|al coverage of studies.
FOOTNOTES
‘E& cludes only CO,, CHa, N;O, HFCs,
s and SFg whose emissions are cov-
Qred by the UNFCCC. These GHGs are

wagtePotentials, using values consistent
chéttt:reporting under the UNFCCC.
erfiidhcreases in GHGs tend to warm the

green=agriculture, datiface while the net effect of increases

(879ppm) and CK (1774 ppb) in 2005
exceed by far the natural range over ttanthropogenic forcings.

last 650,000 years. Global increases in Difficulties remain in simulating andlast three decades hakkely had a dis- [*0.6 to +2.4]W/m2).

CO, concentrations are due primarily tattributing observed

fossil fuel use, with landise change changes at smaller than continentah observed changes in many physica
and biological systems.

providing another significant but smallescales.
contribution. 1t isvery likely that the

due to human activities since the pre-

Anthropogenic warming over the industrial era is one of warming (+1.6

In comparison,

temperatureernible influence at the global scale changes in solarirradiance are estimated

Advances since the Third Annual

observed increase in GHoncentration Report show that discernible human

is predominantly due to agriculture anthfluences extend beyond
fossil fuel use. Methane growth rateaverage temperature tg

have declined since the early 1990ether aspects of climate.
consistent with total emission (sum of Human influence
anthropogenic and natural sources) bbkave:

ing nearly constant during this perioddvery likelycontributed tq
The increase in D concentration issea level rise during th

primarily due to agriculture. latter half of the 2cen-
There isvery high confidencehat tury;

the net effect of human activities sincd likely contributed tg
changes in wind patterngyoth

1750 has been one of warmihg.

Most of the observed increase in affecting extratropical

Figure SPM.4
(right) Comparisor
| of observed conti
Pnental and global
scale changes

surface temperatu
&vith
lated by climate
models using eithe
natural (blue) o
natural an
anthropogenic forg

globally-averaged temperatures since storm tracks and temperdngs (pink). Decadg

the mid-20th century isvery likelydue ture patterns;

to the observed increase in anthropo- Alikely increased temper
genic GHG concentrations’It is likely tures of extreme
there has been significant anthropo- nights, cold nights an
genic warming over the past 50 years cold days; and

averaged over each continent (excepte
Antarctica) (Figure SPM.4).

During the past 50 years, the sum of
solar and volcanic forcings woulikely
have produced cooling. Observed pat-
terns of warming and their changes are
simulated only by models that include

increased risk of he
by drought since th

of heavy precipitatio
events.

hq

more likely than not
waves, area affecteg

1970s and frequeng

averages of observ
stions are shown fg
the period 1906
2005 (black line
plotted against th
center of the decag
nd relative to th
igorresponding ave
ge for the perio
P1901:1950. Dashe
¥ spatial coverage
Nless than 50%.

results simuy

OO T T

|o have caused a small warming effect
(+0.12 [+0.06 to +0.30]W/m2).

7 Consideration of remaining uncertainty
is based on current methodologies.

Global and Continental Temperature Change

L ———

g i
ill E’|.
il:ﬂ El:ls
;q. A E’
]

Bottom charts (L. to R.) global, global land and global ocean temps.
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Endgame by Derrick Jensen

Hailed as the Aphil osopher poeto of th
explains how our industrial civilization, and the persistent and widespread violence it
quires, cannot last. He weaves history, philosophy, psychology, environmentalism, econ g
and literature into an intricate pattern of truth and resistance. The 2006 Press Action Awgz*s
cal |l ed JeBmsleamdgis hleodle st wor k o fEndgamaig theartost \"{
important book of the decade and could stand asthermrustad book of our

_ _ power rule by force, and the soonget us out of this mess. It means thé®cial decisions.
[Ed.: Premises One through Nineye preak ourselves of illusions taness really is a mess, and not justodification of Premise Twenty:
appeared in our January issue.]  the contrary, the sooner we can ithe movement of Soci@ detisions aeydetdsminedysi-
PREMISE TEN: The culture as ajgast hegin to make reasonable dedi-means we have to face this messarily (and often exclusively) on
whole and most of its members argons about whether, when, and hosurselves. It means that for the timéae basis of whether these decisigns
insane. The culture is driven by &e are going to resist. we are here on Eadhwhether or will increase the monetary fortungs
death urge, an urge to destroy life. PREMISE FOURTEEN: From not we end up somewhere else aftef the decisiormakers and those
PREMISE ELEVEN: From the wirth or and probably from con-we die, and whether we are corthey serve.

beginning, this cultur® ceptijion, but | 6demmeddr prislegedeo live hdre Rednbdification of Premise
civilizationd has been a culture ofyake the cagewe are individually the Earth is the point. It is primaryTwenty: Social decisions are detef-
occupation. and collectively enculturated to hat# is our home. It is everything. It ismined primarily (and often exclut

PREMISE TWELVE: There are nojife hate the natural world, hate theilly to think or act or be as thouglsively) on the basis of whether these
rich people in the world, and thergjlg, hate wild animals, hatethis world is not real and primary. Idecisions will increase the power of
are no poor people. There are jugfomen, hate children, hate our bods silly and pathetic to not live outhe decisiormakers and those thely
people. The rich may have lots ks hate and fear our emotions, haltees as though our lives are real. serve.

pieces of green paper that many prgyrselves. If we did not hate th®REMISE SEVENTEEN: It is a Re-modification of Premise
tend are worth somethidigor their \yorid, we could not allow it to bemistake (or more likely, denial) toTwenty: Social decisions aré
presumed riches may be even mogRstroyed before our eyes. If we didase our decisions on whether afounded primarily (and often exclu-
abstract: numbers on hard drives gbt hate ourselves, we could ndions arising from them will orsively) on the almost entirely unex-
bank® and ﬂje poor may nota|iow our homes and our bodigd wo nét f r i-sitters, @emthe hreined: eelief that the decisior
These firicho cl gipdhoidofe8 Y ©OWN | & Fass of Americans. makers and those they serve are gn
and the fApoor o aRrANSE FE®EEN: 166 HRIPREMISE EIGHTEEN: Our cur- titled to magnify their power and/or
right to make that same claim. Aot imply pacifism. rent sense of self is no more sustaifinancial fortunes at the expense pf
primary purpose of the police is {(pREMISE SIXTEEN: The material able than our current use of enerdfiose below.

enforce the delusions of those Witorid is primary. This does nobr technology. Re-modification of Premise
lots of pieces of green paper. Thosgean that the spirit does not exiSPREMISE NINETEEN: The cul- Twenty: If you dig to the heart of
without the green papers generallyor that the material world is alt ur e6s pr obl em litd ie thereaid any keartaldtlyou | |
buy into these delusions almost afere js. It means that spirit mixebelief that controlling and abusinguill find that social decisions arg
quickly and completely as thosgiith flesh. It means also that reahe natural world is justifiable. determined primarily on the basis of
with. These delusions carry Withyorid actions have real world conPREMISE TWENTY: Within this how well these decisions serve the
them extreme consequences in tR@quences. It means we cannot redylture, economics not community ends of controlling or destroying
real world. ~on Jesus, Santa Claus, the Grem¢llbeing, not morals, not ethicswild nature.

PREMISE THIRTEEN: Those in \other, or even the Easter Bunny toot justice, not life itseff drives Pri nt ed with the

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO produce AND DISTRIBUTE OUR NEWSPAPER

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS MAY BE MADE TO OUR NEROFIT ORGANIZATION, GRASSROOTS

COALI TI ON FOR ENVI RONMENTAL AND ECONOMI C JUSTI
receipt for I RS. WRITE othe order of the
HCR 83 Box 881, shade gap, Pennsylvania 17255; 814 -2593372.
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Kilowatt Ours: A Curriculum for All of Us, Part II: What Do You Know?

[Ed.: This program was developed by Jeff Barrie and his sister, Jennifer Barrie, in Nashville, Tennessee. It will be aasdrggsthrough the

|l essons mysel
Overview
The purpose of this activity is to
help gauge the-

ledge and understanding of the
topic before watching the film.
They will also start to think about
energy and their own energy con-
sumption at home. Therefore,
their responses and ideas are all
valid.

Objectives

1. To understand the topic of en-
ergy production and consumption
and related problems;

2. To identify possible solutions to
energy problems; and

3. To increase awareness and
assess personal energy consump-
tion.

Skills

Critical Thinking, Observation
Time

1 hour (including viewing of 38-
minute version of Kilowatt Ourg
Materials

f . The DVD i s

and compare the responses. The

students can also compare their
sréspodsesnand discuss theinanew

knowledge and awareness.

1. We will be learning how we get
our electricity and where it comes
from, and we will watch a movie
called Kilowatt Ours: A Plan to Re
Energize Americaas an introduc-
tion. Why do you think the movie
i s ¢ &ilowatdURSO
o fKiloivattHOUR S ? 0

2. What is a kilowatthour?

3. Where do you think your elec-
tricity comes from?

4. What is the difference between
electricity and natural gas?

5. Make a list of everything that
uses energy (electricity and gas)
in your home and school.

6. What is energy efficiency?

7. What is green power?

8. How many light bulbs do you

wonder f ul

It

i Best

wo n Env tivald n mer

water heater
furnace

sump pump

3 phones

2 space heaters
3 vacuums
washing machine
cell phone
digital camera

2 computers

3 printers

i nst &andnitors[We have twoff

home offices]
water distiller
fridge
oven
toaster oven
coffee pot
Christmas tree lights
ceramic Christmas tree
CD player
hand vac
ceiling fan
[WOW! This is interesting. | 8. How many light bulbs do

Jennifer Barrie doing a Kilowatt Ours
program. Photo supplied by Jennifer.
jen@kilowattours.org

have in your home? (Count

have never looked at our home thisyou have in your home?

Kilowatt OursDVD
Before-you-watch Kilowatt Ours
Activity 1 Student Page

Procedure

1. Ask your students to review the
guestions on the Student Page.
They can either write their ideas
on the sheet or discuss their ideas
briefly. They can work individually
or in small groups.

2. Show Kilowatt Ours: A Plan to Re
-Energize Americ#o your students.
During the film, the students may
take notes on the Student Page.

3. After viewing the film, once
again ask the students to write or
discuss their ideas using their new
knowledge.

4. This activity can be used as a
before-and-after assessment by
giving a new Student Page to the
students after viewing the film.
Coll ect both t h
faftero

pages from

them!)
used for storage, no TV, no dryer]
Garage

garage door opener

lawn mower (gas)

4 lights

Jennifer Barrie

Youth Initiative Director
Kilowatt Ours

P.O. Box 60322
Nashville, TN 37206

|l onads Resul

I &dm going to spare
ten answers; you can find them on the
Kilowatt Ours Web site if you need
them. What | did find worth sharing
with you were my answers to ques-
tions #5 and #8 plus the comments |

y o @\t

drill
saber saw

wr ot e as | was - doiSnSLé}mm‘?rerleﬁ'SOACﬁhgr%)si gn
ment . o tiny-freeZer for Romegrown,
5. List everything in your organic veggies

Loft (seldom used)
2 fans

cassette player
sewing machine

2 lights

home that uses energy:
radon reduction system
eleétric ater heater timerr] d

€ V\l?a rilra el’ﬁ St%
e st-u ents

well

way. Dishwasher and microwave

wr it

We have 29 lights inside our
house, 5 outside, 3 in the garage an
2 in the loft. | am totally embarrassed
to say that of the total 39, only 16 are
compact fluorescents. | honestly
thought | had done a MUCH better
job of replacing
even this initial step toward energy
conservation needs more work on ou
part.

If you are doing this program
with us, please write in and share
your experiences
publish them.

Thank you, Jennifer, for showing
me how much work | still have
ahead of me!
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FOREST SERVICE TO PULL SCIENTISTS AND PLANNERS P
Springtime of the Soul
Washington, DC (Press Release vice centers (nearly hdlf the Forest Service contracted out |tg Lent 2008

PEER, January 14, 2008 The
U.S. Forest Service is on the verge
of approving a massive restructuring
that will remove land management
planning from individual forests,e
according to agency documents re-
leased today by Public Employees
for Environmental Responsibility
(PEER). The resulting reorganiza-
tion will affect one in four agency
jobs, shrink its ofthe-ground fire-
fighting militia and rigidify resource
planning.

The plan, called "Business Proc-

3,564 of all Forest Service feasibility study to a consultant
employees doing NEPA workManagement Analysis, Inc. "Rathg
have collateral alhazard duties; than relying on consultants, the Fg
and est Service should first consult Co
result in likely job cuts, as agress, the public and its own en
main objective of the Reengi-ployees.”
neering is to combine work now In recent years, the Forest Sq
done on 155 national forests angice has lost a long string of env
20 national grasslands. Theonmental lawsuits brought undd
agency's Feasibility Study,NEPA, among other statutes. Plai
dated August 1, 2007, projects diffs win NEPA suits by showing
nearly 20% reduction in envi-that the agency did not consider mja
ronmental positions. jor potential impacts of its plang.
In her September 21, 2007 transwhile the NEPA Feasibility Study

ess Reengineering,” would consolimittal letter to her top managementnotes that "The vast majority of Fo
date virtually all work performed Forest Service Chief Abigail Kim- est Service projects require familia|
under the National Environmentabell wrote, "l support all the studyity with conditions on the ground
Policy Act (NEPA), the basic plan-findings and request your commentwhere the activities take place," tf
ning law that shapes significanton the proposed implementatiorplan it recommends would remoy
agency resource management amethod." The full original plan, virtually all of the agency expert
tions. Altogether, nearly 8,000 em-however, called for restructuringfrom the places they know.

ployees out of the agency's 30,D00NEPA functions followed by invit- "The Forest Service should firs
person workforce now performing private consulting firms to bidfind out why they are losing s
NEPA-related work, almost all of for the newly consolidated work.many NEPA lawsuits before charg

this work is done at the forest level. But Congress cut off any more funding off in an expensive and possib|y

Under the Business Process Reng for outsourcing of Forest Servicevrong direction,” added Ruch
engineering, all of these functiongobs in the FY 2008 omnibus appropointing out that the consultants a
would be moved into six "eelbased priations law.
Service Centers" where forest plan- "It is awfully late in the Bush "quality standards" for NEPA work.
ning would be standardized. Thisadministration to begin a gigantic
agencywide displacement would: game of bureaucratic musical chairs From Public Employees for En-
e remove thousands of employeewith thousands of people's jobs thatironmental Responsibility's web

with fire-fighting responsibili- may be reversed by the next Forestite: http://www.peer.org/news

ties from national forests andService Chief," stated PEER Execunews id.php?row_id=971Contact:

relocate them in faaway ser- tive Director Jeff Ruch, noting thatCarol Goldberg (202) 265337.

mit the Forest Service has ncfn

Congregation of St. Josegh

2008 Lent:
U Springtime of the Soul

)_Fifty—three writers contributed this sea-
on to the Congreg
Lenten Reflection booklet. These sea-
;gonal books have become favorites for
any readers because of their insightful
reflections and daily challenges. We are
grateful to each writer for their participa-
tion and energy, which ignites our enthu-
siasm for life and continued rebirth each
Spring. Cover art by Mary Southard,
CSJ. Single copy, $5.25; bulk prices
available at ministryofthearts.org or 800-
354-3504.

n t

What Can YOU Do?

Communicate with your Congressional representatives in
both the House and the Senate and tell them you want them to
withhold funds enabling the Forest Service to do this kind of
reorganization. The Forest Service believes these plans have
only been put on hold and not permanently stopped. We want
to see forest plans thoroughly reviewed and subject to public
input before being implemented. To get through to your legis-
lators, call the Capitol switchboard at 202 -224-3121 or go to
www.senate.gov or www.house.gov.

PEER is a service organization assisting federal and state
public employees. PEER allows public servants to work as
flanonymous activistso so that
message rather than the messenger.
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Unfortunately,
tapped out for this year, according to Bill Condit,
Chief Operations Officer for Trinity, a nationwide

family-qwvged and gpgrated gompany. He said the

New Je

e is Arevamping its

the rebate levels are likely to be lowered.
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To Live Lightly, Go Out to Your Wilderness

by Christine Maccabee

As | sit here in my cold basement to type th
see the sun through the window and the beau
the outdoors is calling me. Yes, that is a voi
hear often, but too often am not abledéspond du
to deadlinesand other indoor humamusyness. It (8
is pretty cold out right now, so | will content mys¢
with a promise of "later on" and continue with
writing. The electric heater is on as well as a la
and of course, there is the computer. | am
plugged into the Earthnot the sun but an electrig
current is keeping me warm, and | squirm unc
fortably in my seat. | know | am not the only o
who is anxious to understand how to leave a sm

longing, not feeling like an alien anymore. The olc
wise one, Grandfather (who taught Tom Brown al
his skills and philosophy) called this knowiiitpe
Order of the Earth.

Why do we feel so strung out, so anxious, so Cl
-off sometimes? It is because we have forsaken o
own connection to the beautiful, mysterious
friendly, joyful order of the Earth. It is just outside
our doors, waiting for us to partake in it, to breatl
deeply of it, and to learn from it. One of the mos
profound thinkers and passionate livers of thes
truths was John Muir, spokesperson for wildernes
and founder of the Sierra Cluldn his many writ-
ings he said this of wilderness: "Choked in the sed
footprint on the Earth, and it gives me some ¢ ments of society, so tired of the world, here will
fort to know that more and more people are gr ’: Y your hard doubts disappear, your carnal incrust
ing in awareness and seeking solutions to -over tions melt off, and your soul breath deep and free
consumptive, addictive behaviors which are takingere many opportunities to practice and do handsod's shoreless atmosphere of Beauty ar
a horrible toll on the natural world. on activities, and it was amazing how 100 peoplepve.” (From "Baptized into Wilderness" by Rich-

The room is bright enough now, so | just turneglom all over the states, Australia and Great Britaia!d Austin, one of the best books | ever read.)
off my lamp. | also put on some warm socks anguld be so agreeable and delightful. | believe that S0 | am outta here é
slippers. I find a good hat and footwear help witlyas because we were all there for one reasonaffl renew myself, perhaps have a cup of tea whe
overall bodily warmth. As soon as | am able | wilbecome more Aware. AWARENESS is the kegome back made from the medicinals that grow a
turn off the electric heater. word at this school, and from it grows greater coaround me on this property. Time to unplug fron

There is a small but growing number of peopkciousness of our intimate connection with tH&uman contraptions, and plug into the purity of m
who are turning their attention to the art of wildergarth, a relationship we likely had as children addother. May we all do more to preserve this purity
ness survival as a solution to the questions at ha@ all still long for. It is a relationship that can noboth in ourselves and on our precious plane
and many of them are totally immersed in this pathnly heal us on every level but is essential for heafhristine Maccabee is a Master Wildlife Habitat
For them there is no other answer, and in a very rﬁi:g the Earth. Naturalist. She is available for telephone consulta-
way, | believe they are rightAs we channel our My main interest and concern has always bedigns about making your property more wildlife
awareness away from all the comforts and convefince my childhood, the botanical wonders of thand wildflower friendly. Call her at 301-271-2307.
iences we are so attached to, a whole other woggrth. Our natives have been disregarded_and
OrF:_i;\S toélr?_-ldWhiCh we may haved 9”'}[/h known %?) misunderstood that | took it upon mysel ,
chilaren. Lhildren are SO Immersed In tihne momegpserve, cultivate, and preserve them. A
that they are out the door without a coat, or ev@ieserve them, they willppreserve me, th| Dﬂ _you suppnrt ] ustice @
shoes; they are just spnoe &Gk soft 6f kidWing thattstnor| L€ euvironment, peace, and social justice

My daughter Marie was and still is such a onghg new or unique but as ancient as the B . ,
and it was she who encouraged me to attend Wi&self. The Tom Brown school is helping Do yau believe
Standard Class of the Tom Brown Nature and W%-Xpose people to these ancient truths in the nght to vote for the candidate Tp’ﬁ'[[]__'ll'ﬂfﬂ.
derness Survival School in New Jersey this pagthniques, and encouraging individuals )

summer while she was an intern. find their own paths in the wilderness of th - s
It is difficult to convey in one short column thineS. There is no pressure to qu|t your T|.'I'E.I"I ]DII‘II the Green Fart}‘ &
depth and commitment of the people | met at thigd hightail it to the Rockies, though soms petition drive for ballot access!

introductory class. It is by far one of the best orgags might like to do thatInstead, we are e
ized experiences around learning basic skills as W&Huraged to stay where we are, cultiva
as basic philosophy a person could ever have. | WRst allimportant relationship with Mothg
blown away. Earth and living as lightly as we are able, g
I took detailed not ea%, gdidthg ®#h¥ré ity greaterdafaieness ™

e

you ask. That was my question too, until | realizegg). A Greener Pennsylvania:
how much information there is on the subjects of | earing survival skills can become| ° @ ]

Making Fire, Creating Cordage, Filtering Wateimeditation, if done slowly and mindfull L-;I": It’s up to yau-

Trapping (my least favorite), Building Shelters,earning to be a child of the Earth is N
Stalking, Tracking, Clothing, and Wild Food. Ther@agic we all long for, is the path to truly Bf GREEN PARTY

Give as little or as much time as you can. For more
details call 2888 PA1-GREEN. For more about the
Green Party of Pennsylvania, visit www.gpofpa.org.
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public menace -

by Barbara Knox

Barricading the aisle,

a woman with eyes

like wet asphalt,

hair a dark, ragged nimbus,
sprawls in her seat

in the crowded lounge.

With her head propped
heavily on one arm,

she speaks shrilly,
gestures wildly,

at a man seated oppogite
who keeps on reading.

On mental hospital wards

| 6d seen thorazi
talk to walls, empty chairs.

How could this lunatic

slip through airport security?

n

| wheel my bag

to a seat safely away,

scan the walls

for the security phone,
keeping a guarded eye on her.
Still talking.

When she throws back her head
and laughs loudly,

| see the tiny cell phone.

I shrink down in my chair

and pull out my book.

Barbara's book of poems, "the limberlost,'
was copyrighted and published in 2005 an
is available for $10. Her own illustrations|
adorn the book and will delight you. To ge
your copy, send a check payable
"Barbara Knox," 17305 Quaker Lane,
Sandy Spring, Maryland 20860.
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Returning My Computer to Planet Earth

by Barbara Erakko Taylor, Hannibal, Missouri

With December gifgiving, no doubt millions of manufacturers to ndeat a profit.
new computers, cell phones, and high density TVs Since the U.S. is one of only three nations not tc
have been extricated from their foanolded mum- sign the ewaste worldwide Basil Action Network
mies and placed in the spot where the OLD OBS@BAN)d along with Haiti and Afghanist@&nour elec-
LETE device once rested. tronic devices mostly end up in land-
So, now what? What to do wit fills in America or in tiny overseas
that no longer loved gizmo of eleg villages. If we give them to Goodwill
tronic wizardry? or other charitable organizations,
Well, you could go to Ghana, Af] again, the obsolete excess (read: old
rica because the developing natio clunky monitors) goes overseas.
are where a lot of dumped devices So with the gift comes the question:
T even if you thought it was recycle If your ewaste is only one generation
| magine my surpr olkcthoowcoul dndét s ome
the Missouri laws regarding recyclin charitable organization, or a website
electronics, but in Washington State such as cristina.org (computers), or
had to pay $15 for the privilege of recyclewirelessphones.com (cell
unloading my clunky monitor. phones) resolve the dilemma?
The store then moves it on to an electronics recy- But what i f

itds border

cler. | had visions of a better cleaner greener environ- Do you dump the cell phone in the kitchen garbage
ment. After all, | just paid for it. camouflage your old TV or computer with grass clip-
Well, no. pings in a black garbage bag, and allow it to leech it

| find from reading the December 200¥ational way into American soil and waterways? Do you try to
Geographicthat computers are loaded with toxic subfind a store to take it and hope for the best? Do yol
parts. The old nineties monitor screens were fastengdrt a basement or garage graveyard?
with a 70 percent | ead fifTrhiits. oy eaThe |ddinr cludictk yb.o a
puter processing unit, chip resistors and semiconduosnic devices, so | can call myself environmentally
tors all use substances that become highly toxic whenor r ect ér i ght ! But t he
qxtragfesl pyjbning, gracking, melting, stripping.  IiMine will fall into the archaic category. Therhat?
short, the lead (brain, kidneys), mercury (brain, kid- Maybe we should ship them to Washingioto our
neys), cadmium (kidneys, bones), beryllium (lungkepresentatives. Imagine their delight in seeing hun
barium (gut, muscle, blood pressure), and PV@reds of hunky computer boxes arriving in the mail,
(cancer) gets shipped by most American recyclers $tacked in the hallways, edging their way onto the
third world countries. Congressional floor. | honestly think that when the
Fast forward to Ghana. Children stand by plesafay does come (and it al
burning ewaste, where sickening toxinaded fumes After all, which would be more effective? An
roil into the sky as part of the recycling extractioremail?
process. Or stop by in China, where lead extracted Or a 20pound toxiewaste clunk?
from millions of American computers makes its way

back to the U.S. aslégledi Nt ed toys and pewter
jewelry. Barbara Taylor designed informa-
Sod tion systems for several Federal

(1) I pay my $15 to a store

(2) which sells it to an American recycler at a profit

(3) who in turn sells it
a profit

(4) who finds the poorest citizens to take the toxic
health burden away from us,

agencies before stepping into an
even harder job of raising children.
a Taddy ishe dreates pebce jeviieliye c
one bead for every country in the
world 8 and handwoven
shawls.The author of two books on
(5) and then sells the extracted elements to an over- silence, she continues to write and is
seas manufacturer at work on a new manuscript about
(6) who produces low cost products under questiophoto by Pamelathe spirituality of elderly forgetful-
able circumstances, York Taylor ness. Her website s
(7) which are imported and sold by American www.peaceandprayergifts.com

to



http://www.peaceandprayergifts.com

