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Photo by Criss Cefus.

Lilacs and Red Bud Trees growing in Suftield, Ohio in May. Submitted
by Douglas Joshua Davis of Chagrin Falls, Ohio.

Hymn to Green

By Elizabeth Ayres
California, Maryland

Like a kid kept after school
to repeat her lessons (I must
not talk in class, I must not talk
in class), summer has me fill-
ing in the blank lines of every
day’s page with endless varia-
tions on one simple theme:
green, green, green, green,
green, green, green. Every-
where I go, everywhere I look:
green, green, green, green,
green, green, green.

Green grass. Green trees.
Green bushes. Green in long
thin skewers, fat round dollops.
Green edges serrated, green
edges smooth, spiked green
needles with no edges at all.
Close up, green can prickle or
feel soft to the touch. From a
distance, green is an immensity
in which I lose myself. An infu-
sion in which I can steep. A
silence into which I am gath-
ered.

Green is strong and stal-
wart, reliable, but green keeps
secrets, don’t you think?
There’s some espionage going
on between green and the sea-
son. To discover what it is, I
turn to the book summer pro-
vides.

Green. Chapter One. Chlo-
rophyll needs every color in

the spectrum except green,
which it generously bequeaths
to our human eyes. Chapter
Two. Chlorophyll ‘b’ absorbs
more red than chlorophyll ‘a,’
which makes it go ga-ga.
Chapter Three. Concerned that
chlorophyll ‘a’ might feel
cheated, chlorophyll ‘b’ shares
its energy. Chapter Four. Chlo-
rophyll ‘a’ is happy and grate-
ful. To show its appreciation, it
gets to work making some-
thing chlorophyll ‘b’ can't
make: sugar. Something we
human’s can’t make, either:
oxygen. Chapter Five. The
chemical compound that stores
sugar and releases oxygen in
plants is similar to the chemi-
cal that forms DNA in people,
who exhale the carbon dioxide
plants inhale to keep making
the sugar we eat and the oxy-
gen we inhale.

Ah, I understand now, yes,
that explains it. Why I want to
call green my home. Why I
want to fall into green as if into
a dear friend’'s arms. Why I
want to croon green jazz all
night long until morning comes
and I can see my sweet and
precious green once more. We
are soul mates, lovers, life part-
ners.

Green inspires me, com-
pletes me, challenges me to be

my best. Is there someone who
doesn’t have something I have
a lot of? I'll share, like chloro-
phyll ‘b. Do I have some special
gift? I'll use it to make the
world a better place, like chlo-
rophyll ‘a’. TI'll be everything
my beloved green calls me to
be: a perfection of give and
take, an apotheosis of coopera-
tion, and while I'm at it, I'll see
what I can do about those fossil
fuel emissions.

Putting out more carbon
dioxide than green can take in,
we're becoming the parasite in
this wonderful symbiosis,
which is sort of like two-timing
a soul mate, not to mention
giving the book a very sad
end.

So I think we should all stay
right here in summer school,
praising green, green, green,
green, green, dgreen, green,
until we're blue in the face.

Elizabeth Ayres, author of
Know the Way and Writing the
Wave, is the founder of the
Center for Creative Writing
(CreativeWritingCenter.com).
You can hear Elizabeth read on
Internet radio (www.wryr.org),
Monday evenings at 8:30 p.m.
eastern time, or catch more
reflections on her “"Encounters
with Wonder” blog: eliza-
bethayres.wordpress.com.

Face-Off Over "Fracking”
in Natural Gas Drilling

Water Battle Brews
On Capitol Hill

By Jeff Brady

Submitted by Ryan Talbott
with this note: NPR has the au-
dio of this story at: http://www.
npr.org/templates/story/story.
php? storyld=104565793.

Morning Edition, May 27,
2009 (excerpt)— Environmental-
ists and the natural gas industry
are getting ready for a battle in
Congress over something known
as "hydraulic fracturing."

"Fracking," as the industry

CONSULTATION

calls it, involves injecting a mil-
lion gallons or more of water and
chemicals deep underground to
pry out gas that's locked away in
tight spaces.

Environmentalists want the
federal government to regulate
the practice because, in some
cases, fracking may be harming
nearby water wells. The industry
says regulation should be left up
to the states.

Hydraulic fracturing allows
drillers to dramatically increase
production.  The  chemicals
pumped underground with the
water help drillers bore through
the hard rock. The pressure used
is tremendous — about 300 times

a typical garden hose. That cre-
ates small cracks in the rock that
allow gas to escape.

Steve Harris believes that
pressure also ruined his well. He
lives on 14 acres south of Dallas.

Shortly after a driller fracked a
nearby well, he and his neighbors
noticed a change in water pres-
sure. "When you'd flush the toilet
— in the back where the bowl is
— water would shoot out the top
of the bowl," says Harris.

When he took a shower, there
was a foul odor and the water left
rashes on his grandson's skin.
His horses stopped drinking
from their trough and there was
an oily film on top of the water...
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6,000 Rare Dolphins
Discovered in South Asia

Submitted by Bill Boteler with this note:

This is good news for this little dolphin, a
close relative of the recently extinct baji dolphin
over in China. A population of 6,000 animals is
large enough to feel hopeful about. There are also
river dolphins in South America. The river dol-
phins in the Amazon have a pink hue. They are
considered magical by the indigenous people.

Found on LiveScience.com Apr 1, 2009, excerpt

A huge population of rare dolphins threat-
ened by climate change and fishing nets has been
discovered in South Asia.

Researchers with the Wildlife Conservation
Society estimate that nearly 6,000 Irrawaddy dol-
phins, marine mammals that are related to orcas
or killer whales, were found living in freshwater
regions of Bangladesh's Sundarbans mangrove
forest and adjacent waters of the Bay of Bengal.

There has been hardly any marine mammal
research done in this area up to this point.

Each discovery of Irrawaddy dolphins is im-
portant because scientists do not know how
many remain on the planet. Prior to this study,
the largest known populations of Irrawaddy dol-
phins numbered in the low hundreds or less.

In 2008, they were listed as vulnerable in the
International Union for Conservation of Nature's
Red List based on population declines in known
dolphin populations.

"This discovery gives us great hope that there
is a future for Irrawaddy dolphins," said Brian D.
Smith, lead author of a study describing the dis-
covery. "Bangladesh clearly serves as an impor-
tant sanctuary for Irrawaddy dolphins and con-
servation in this region should be a top priority."

The study's findings were announced today
at the First International Conference on Marine

Mammal Protected Areas in Maui, Hawaii and
are detailed in the winter issue of the Journal of
Cetacean Research and Management.

Despite finding this extraordinarily large pop-
ulation, the study's authors warn that the dol-
phins are becoming increasingly threatened by
accidental entanglement in fishing nets. During
the study, researchers encountered two dolphins
that had become entangled and subsequently
drowned in fishing nets — a common occur-
rence according to local fishermen.

In another study, detailed in the March/April
issue of the journal Aquatic Conservation: Marine
and Freshwater Ecosystem, Smith and his coau-
thors report the additional long-term threat to
the dolphin population of declining freshwater
supplies caused by upstream water diversion in
India, coupled with sea-level rise due to climate
change.

These circumstances also threaten Ganges
River dolphins, an endangered species with a
range that overlaps that of the Irrawaddy dol-
phins in the Sundarbans mangrove forest. Yang-
tze River dolphin, or baiji, are a type of fresh-
water dolphin thought to be extinct due to the
impact of humans. The Irrawaddy dolphin grows
to some 6.5 to 8 feet in length and frequents large
rivers, estuaries, and freshwater lagoons in South
and Southeast Asia.

In Myanmar's Ayeyarwady River, these dol-
phins are known for "cooperative fishing" with
humans where the animals voluntarily herd
schools of fish toward fishing boats and await-
ing nets. With the aid of dolphins, fishermen can
increase the size of their catches up to threefold.
The dolphins appear to benefit from this relation-
ship by easily preying on the cornered fish and
those that fall out of the net as the fishermen pull
it from the water .. . .
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