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The cost of tree-topping is greater 

than you think. Trees provide so much to 

our communities, our homes and our 

lives. Healthy trees provide shade, re-

duce energy costs, prevent soil erosion, 

filter pollutants from the air and water, 

beautify our landscapes and increase 

property values. 

Some become concerned when trees 

grow large and worry that branches will 

fall down, causing property damage or 

harm. They feel trees must be shortened, 

or ñtoppedò to make them safer. In real-

ity, tree topping hurts trees, shortens 

their lives and creates dangerous trees. 

Tree topping is the removal of large 

amounts of leaves and branches from a 

treeôs crown. In some cases, all of the 

leaves and branches are removed, leav-

ing large stubs where branches were cut. 

If you want to top a tree to make it 

smaller, donôt. It doesnôt work! After a 

tree is topped, it grows back rapidly in 

an attempt to replace its missing leaves. 

Leaves are needed to make food for 

the tree. Repeated removal of a treeôs 

food source literally starves the tree over 

time. When it is topped, it must use 

stored food (reserves) to grow back new 

leaves and branches. 

If you donôt want a large tree, re-

move it and replant with a type of tree 

that doesnôt grow too tall. You canôt stop 

trees from growing tall by topping. If 

you do succeed, you have killed them. 

Topped trees are ugly. They lose 

their natural, majestic look once they are 

topped. The natural form and appearance 

that took years to grow can be destroyed 

forever in a few hours. 

Topped trees become hazardous. 

According to Dr. Alex Shigo, scientist 

and author of books on the care of trees, 

topping is the most serious injury you 

can inflict upon a tree.  

Topping creates unsafe trees in three 

ways: 

It opens the tree up to an invasion of 

rotting organisms. A tree can defend 

itself from rot when proper cuts are 

made in rela-  (continued on page 12) 
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The experts said this is how it would 

happen. 

At a global climate change summit at 

the University of Michigan last summer, 

the scientists had reached consensus that 

the unnatural rates of climate change that 

are the product of pollution and carbon 

emissions would affect us all. 

But they also predicted that the peo-

ple who consumed the least energy, pro-

duced the least emissions, and contrib-

uted the least overall to our impending 

climate crisis, would be the ones who 

would face the worst consequences as a 

result of warming weather and every-

thing that comes with it. 

And that's just what's happening. 

Americans, who are responsible for con-

suming 25 percent of the world's energy 

and producing 22 percent of the world's 

waste (although its inhabitants only 

make up 5 percent of the world's popula-

tion), are only feeling slight discomfort 

in the form of an altered daily routine 

(like carpooling to work) or a dent in 

their relatively bulging wallets.  

But smaller and less-industrialized 

countries that have contributed little to 

the building emissions in our atmosphere 

are feeling the heat ð literally. 

Scientific data gathered by numerous 

institutions and backed by the Intergov-

ernmental Panel on Climate Change has 

suggested that warmer water tempera-

tures, which occur as a result of the 

greenhouse effect, likely create a cozier 

environment for brewing storms. 

Cyclone Nargis in Burma, a South-

east Asian   country slightly smaller than 

Texas with          (continued on Page 3)   

Topping Trees 
Unnecessary 
and Harmful 

by George Hurd 

James Hansen Says CO 2 Emissions Must  

Stabilize at 350 ppm ñ Weõre Now at 387 
by Iona 

On Earth Day (April 22), James Han-

sen, Director of NASAôs Goddard Insti-

tute for Space Studies in New York City, 

told the audience at the 2nd Annual Cli-

mate Super Rally in Washington, D.C. 

that the world is in danger of passing 

tipping points, those levels of ecosystem 

unbalance where unchecked conse-

quences will happen even without our 

continuing contributions to increased 

carbon dioxide (CO2) levels.  

An example he cited of a critical tip-

ping point is Arctic ice melt. In 1978 

there were still eight square kilometers of 

ice at the end of the season, but by 2007 

there were only four. The system is ñout 

of energy balanceò he said, adding that 

there is ñenough warming in the system 

to lose all sea ice.ò 

The best measurements of CO2  for 

the world to achieve would be 325 to 350 

parts per million (ppm) but humans have 

already exceeded that. Current levels are 

around 387ppm, the highest level in 

800,000 years according to a study of 

Antarctic ice released May 14th by the 

University of Berne.  

At todayôs level, the melting of an-

other significant ice mass in Greenland 

reached the point at which melting ex-

ceeded winter mass gain. Yet ñGreenland 

was in mass balance 15 years ago,ò he 

said. 

Hansen went on to explain that the 

increased amount of water vapor from 

the evaporation/melting of the ice causes 

more water vapor (a greenhouse gas it-

self) and that causes heavier rains, larger 

floods in tropical regions and increased 

drying in other areas. 

Coal is the worst offender. Hansen 

believes that citizen activism should be 

directed toward a moratorium on coal-

fired power   (continued on page 9) 

Dr. James Hansen (left), worldôs leading global 

warming scientist, enjoys the reception and book-

signing event on Earth Day, April 22, before his  

speech at the 2nd Annual Climate Super Rally in 

Washington, D.C. Hansen is the Director of NASAôs 

Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York City. 

He has been warning Congress about the dangers of 

climate change for 20 years. Jim Wallace, President of 

Sojourners (center), and Mike Tidwell (right), founder 

of Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN) and 

main inspiration for Iona to get involved in climate 

change, are also shown. A wonderful supporter of 

ñThe Order of the Earth,ò Marney Bruce, was also at 

the reception. The event was sponsored by  CCAN and 

the U.S. Climate Emergency Council, a group founded 

by Ted Glick. About 300 people attended the rally. 

Our consumption and  

pollution do not exist  

in a vacuum 
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is a Monthly Publication  

Our Goal: To create a hugely successful 

newspaper that will report the story of 
people around the world working to pro-
tect their land bases, strengthen local 
communities and achieve a 90% green-
house gas reduction by 2030. 
Our Mission: To inspire and encour-
age readers to think seriously, act in-
telligently and be peaceful, compas-
sionate and creative. 
The Dream: Humans can co-exist with 
Nature and, once they do, both will 
flourish again. 

Contact Us: 
Mail:  HCR 83 Box 881 Shade Gap,  
         Pennsylvania 17255 
Email:  ionaconner@pa.net 
Phone: 814-259-3680 
Web: www.theorderoftheearth.com 

FAIR USE NOTICE 

This newspaper contains copyrighted material, the use of which has 
not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner, 
although we do try. We are making such material available in our 
efforts to advance understanding of environmental, political, hu-
man rights, economic, democracy, scientific, and social justice is-
sues, etc. We believe this constitutes a ñfair useò of any such copy-
righted material as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright 
Law. In accordance with Title 17 U. S. C. Section 107, the material 
on this site is distributed without profit to those who have ex-
pressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for 
educational purposes. For more information, go to 
www.law.cornell.edu. uscode/17/107.shtml. If you wish to use 
copyrighted material from this newspaper for purposes of your own 
that go beyond ñfair use,ò you must obtain permission from the 
copyright owner. (Ed: This newspaper does not make a  profit yet).  
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Tax-deductible contributions may be 
made to Grassroots Coalition. Just write 
ñOEò on the memo line and send to: 

HCR 83 Box 881, Shade Gap 
Pennsylvania 17255. Thanks!! 

From the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the Editor   

Dear Reader,  

This issue is being brought to you cour-
tesy of a generous donation from John and 
Mary Brinker of Maryland. I also want to 
say ñThanksò to our new Publishing Partner, 
Arikia Millikan (see pages 1 and 3) who has 
already helped with the past few issues and 
is making a template for July using our new 
publishing software. 

It was thrilling to meet Jim Hansen 
(page 1) and to see the smiling face of an 
old friend, Marney Bruce, at the reception 
on Earth Day. A week later, I received a 
surprise package from Marney, an auto-
graphed copy of Censoring Science: Inside 
the Political Attack on Dr. James Hansen 
and the Truth of Global Warming. I could-
nôt put it down! It is an amazing book. 

I am learning more and more from new 
people like Don Harkins (see Letters to the 
Editor) and I will do some research to figure 
out which scientists and groups are produc-
ing faulty information and why. My new 
book will help. I am trying to remain open-
minded. Certainly there are some important 
points Don makes that I didnôt know before. 

In future issues, I will focus more on 
deep changes that do not rely on technology 
and which help counteract the insanity of 
our civilization described by Derrick Jensen 
on page 8.  

It would be wonderful to have more 
subscriptions and ads come in to cover the 
publishing bills. Iôm spending some of my 
time appealing to foundations since our 
Grassroots Coalition is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit group and they might just love our 
work. 
ñThe Order of the Earth Newsò is doing 

a great job of finding people involved in 
serious environmental protection work and I 
am delighted to feature them. They often 
distribute newspapers so that helps us main-
tain a broad reach. So far, our paper has 
gone to at least 17 states and three countries. 

I hope you enjoy reading our paper as 
much as I enjoy creating it with my friends!  

 
 

Fondly, Iona 
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 Global Conscience  
( continued from Page 1)        

one-sixth of the population of the 

United States according to the CIA 

World Factbook, resulted in the death 

of over 10,000 Burmese citizens. 

Last year the super-cyclone Gonu 

that hit the Arabian Peninsula was the 

strongest storm in the area in re-

corded history. 

And of course, in 2005 the U.S. 

city of New Orleans was ravaged by 

Hurricane Katrina, resulting in at 

least 1,800 deaths, destroyed homes 

and shattered lives for countless oth-

ers and millions of dollars in damage. 

In all of these situations, we have 

seen that the people most horribly 

affected by our changing climate are 

the ones who are the most innocent in 

contributing to it. 

While there is no way to conclu-

sively prove that recent natural disas-

ters are the direct result of polluting 

corporations in industrialized coun-

tries like America and China, the 

trends are such that it would be a 

marvelous coincidence if our patterns 

of indulgent consumption and pollu-

tion just happened to coincide with 

the weather we are starting to see that 

defies historical patterns. 

But itôs not just media-attracting 

catastrophes that exemplify the situa-

tions where the innocent are victim-

ized by global warming. All over the 

world, food shortages are occurring 

for various reasons, resulting in star-

vation and death for ð once again  

ð the poor, the innocent: the people 

who have contributed the least to the 

reasons for the shortages. 

Weather that is abnormal in a 

historical context is altering the grow-

ing seasons and preventing traditional 

crops from growing in places where 

those crops may be the major means 

of economic support and nourishment 

for whole populations. This is espe-

cially common in small island na-

tions. 

Elsewhere, and even in the United 

States, high costs of oil ð which is 

an essential element in the farming 

and transporting process that enables 

food to be grown and distributed ð 

are  driving up the costs of food at a 

ridiculous rate. In countries that are in 

poor economic conditions, starvation 

and suffering is widespread. In the 

poverty-stricken country of Haiti, it is 

estimated that over half of its popula-

tion does not have an adequate food 

supply. Coupled with growing popu-

lations, it is estimated that these food 

shortages have resulted in hunger for 

at least 100 million more people 

throughout the world. 

Why should these people suffer 

when they did nothing to contribute 

to the problem? It is a moral question 

that should plague the responsible 

parties throughout the world. But 

when companies are not directly 

negatively affected from climate 

change and can continue to profit 

from their polluting ways, emission 

reform is not high on the list of things 

to do. 

That is why we, the consumers of 

the world, must recognize our respon-

sibility to put pressure on companies 

from the bottom up.  

We must curb our excessive con-

sumption and show companies that 

they will not earn our support and 

loyalty by maintaining their profitable 

and unsustainable status quo. We 

need to learn to give up  some of our 

indulgences. Our discomfort in doing 

so does not compare to the suffering 

experienced by the people who are 

starving as an indirect result of our 

industrial pollution. 

Furthermore, we need to make use 

of our democracy to create the 

changes that need to occur. We must 

talk to our elected representatives and 

convince them to find solutions NOW 

ð to fund research that will help us 

create technologies that will allow us 

to meet our energy needs in a sustain-

able way, to develop regulations that 

limit the pollution that power plants, 

industries and vehicles produce. 

Currently there is a project under-

way called the Vulcan Project that 

has developed highly reliable ways to 

track carbon emissions in real time. 

That means that power plants, indus-

tries and vehicles can be monitored 

on a day-to-day basis.  

With this technology, it could be 

possible to hold cities, companies and 

individuals responsible for their car-

bon emissions and change the way 

that they operate. 

We are in the midst of a crisis 

right now ð a climate change crisis 

ð and the problems we are facing 

will not get better overnight. It will 

be a long struggle to correct the envi-

ronmentally damaging mistakes of 

the past. It might be uncomfortable to 

adapt to the changes that will occur in 

our society. But if you do feel un-

comfortable, think of the people who 

have already paid for our comfort 

with their lives, and forge on. 

 

Introducing Arikia Millikan  
by Iona 

Arikia in El Yunque Rainforest in Puerto Rico. 

Photo  by Travis Schau. 

The Order of the Earth" is blessed to 

have found a new Publishing Partner in Arikia 

A. Millikan. Arikia was featured on our 

Women's Page last month when she graduated 

from the University of Michigan with a Psy-

chology degree. What I didn't say was that she 

is what I consider a professional newspaper 

creator/writer with skills at layout and design 

that surpass mine by miles. For our traditional 

readers, the bright and exciting changes you 

have noticed have probably been done through 

Arikia's talented hands and mind. She worked 

hard at "The Michigan Daily," her university's 

newspaper, and was the Associate Editorial 

Page Editor in her Senior year. 

Arikia is helping us during the Summer, or 

at least we are counting on her for the amount 

of time that she is a free butterfly before getting 

netted into a regular job. Her dreams are to 

head toward California or New York. She has 

already applied for jobs on each coast. For 

now Arikia lives in the Heartland ð or at least 

what I consider the Heartland ð  Michigan, 

near Ann Arbor.  

I cherish the time and energy Arikia gives 

generously to "The Order of the Earth" and I 

know you will enjoy her input to our fledgling 

newspaper. Arikia is about to start tutoring 

me in our new publishing software, In-

Design. I feel more relaxed about switching 
over midstream with Arikia leading the way. 

She has already created a template for our 

front page and is working on the rest of the 

pages. 

Please join me in welcoming Arikia and 
thanking her in your hearts, for being the 

kind of young woman she is, entering the 
world today. She will need a lot of gumption 

to succeed and indeed help make the world a 

better place for future generations. 

 

The people most 

horribly affected 

by climate  

change are the 

most innocent in  

contributing to it.  

3) National Geographicôs Green  

Guide 
1)  Greenpeace Internationalôs      

Guide to Greener Electronics 

2)  Ecofirms, a guide to eco-friendly 

companies and products 

Three resources to help green your consumption  

http://www.greenpeace.org/international/
press/reports/guide-to-greener-electronics http://www.thegreenguide.com/ 

http://www.ecofirms.org/ 


