








Just Say NO Incinerator ...
Say YES to a More Responsible Alternative Plan

(Continued from page 1)
has a capability of 600 MW with simi-
lar infrastructure expenses.

Numerous other communities
also find themselves in a similar pre-
dicament today but are unwilling to
accept the financial and environmen-
tal risks associated with mass burn in-
cineration in today’s world. Not with-
standing emissions and ash generated
by WTE, the county would still be un-
able to gain flow control to guarantee
adequate inflow. A regional facility
would be mandatory to be economi-
cally viable requiring a large volume
of trash to be imported from other
counties.

To avoid incineration, adequate
diversion can be achieved through a
dramatically less expensive solution
that emphasizes manufacturer take-
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back programs, waste reduction, re- 4

use, composting and recycling. An
essential component of this plan is
a Resource Recovery Business Park
(RRBP) in which materials are re-
covered and sold. A regional RRBP |
is cost-effective, creates hundreds of
green jobs and gives citizens local
control.

Help Stop The Incinerator

Americans are winning the fight I
against incinerators, but we must act
now! Please fill out this fold-out mail- I
er (keep cutting to the top of the page)
and send it to the Frederick County I
Board of County Commissioners and
go to www.no-incinerator.org to get I
more information.

Recycling
and
composting
are ways
we can
create

a more
sustainable
future;

it's easy to
do every
day thereby
avoiding
the need to
incinerate
our natural
resources.
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Jan Gardner, President

Board of County Commissioners
Winchester Hall

12 East Church Street
Frederick, MD 21701




Australia Activists to
Block World’s
Biggest Coal Port

CANBERRA, July 8 (Reuters, ex-
cerpt) - Environmentalists plan to block
one of two rail lines into Australia and
the world’s biggest coal export port at
the weekend, they said on Tuesday, amid
international wrangling over efforts to
combat climate shift.

Any disruption to coal shipments
from the Newcastle port could give
another boost to benchmark coal prices
that are already near record highs at
nearly $195 a ton, having more than
trebled in a year. Up to 1,000 protesters
are planning on Sunday to block the rail
line into Newcastle port, north of Syd-
ney. The export terminal plans to ship 95
million tons of coal over the next year.

“You could say it’s drastic action
but it’s simply because these are drastic
times. We need to actually start taking
serious action,” Friends of the Earth
spokesman Cam Walker said.

Activists from a coalition of green
groups would start a “camp for climate
action” and planned to sit on one rail
line into the port to halt coal trains
travelling from the nearby Hunter Valley
coal mining region, Walker said. Smaller
protests would also happen on Monday
and could include more rail line sit-ins,
as well as actions aimed at other port
installations ... .

The Stakes Could Not
Be Higher: Everything
Hinges on Stopping Coal

By George Monbiot, excerpt

As soon as I have finished this column
I will jump on the train to Kent. Last year
Al Gore remarked: “I can't understand
why there aren’t rings of young people
blocking bulldozers and preventing
them from constructing coal-fired power
plants” Like hundreds of honorary young
people, I am casting my Zimmer frame
aside to answer the call.

Everything now hinges on stopping
coal. Whether we prevent runaway cli-
mate change largely depends on whether
we keep using the most carbon-intensive
fossil fuel. Unless we either leave it — or
the carbon dioxide it produces — in the
ground, human development will start
spiralling backwards. The more coal is
burnt, the smaller are our chances of
future comfort and prosperity. The indus-
trial revolution has gone into reverse.

It is not because of polar bears that I
will be joining the climate camp outside
the coal plant at Kingsnorth. It is not
because of butterflies or frogs or penguins
or rainforests, much as I love them all.

It is because everything I have fought

for and that all campaigners for social
justice have ever fought for — food, clean
water, shelter, security— is jeopardized
by climate change. Those who claim to
identify a conflict between environmen-
talism and humanitarianism have either
failed to read the science or have refused
to understand it.

Judge’s Ruling
Throws California
Power Plant Plans
into Disarray

By Margot Roosevelt, excerpt

Los Angeles Times July 31, 2008 —
Does Southern California need a dozen
or so new gas-fired power plants — and
if it does, can it build them? No one
seems to know for sure. The region’s
long-term plans to generate electricity
to serve a growing population and to
replace decades-old dirty plants were
thrown into disarray this week when
a Los Angeles County Superior Court
judge ruled that local authorities had
failed to do the necessary environmental
and health analyses.

Officials from the South Coast Air
Quality Management District, which
encompasses Orange County and large
swaths of Los Angeles, San Bernardino
and Riverside counties, warned of likely
“blackouts and brownouts” if the plants
are not built. Many of the plants, such
as a 914-megawatt generator sponsored
by the small industrial city of Vernon,
would be in low-income, crowded areas
that have high rates of asthma and other
pollution-related diseases.

Though they would be outfitted with
the latest in pollution-control technol-
ogy, the gas-fired generators would emit
thousands of tons of fine soot particles,
which are linked to cancer, heart disease
and other illnesses.

Double Dutch Gets
Status in the Schools

By Winnie Hu, excerpt

NEW YORK CITY (The New York
Times July 31, 2008) — The rhythmic
clicking of double-dutch ropes smack-
ing the tennis court the other day at the
Grand Street Campus High School in
Bushwick drew 13-year-old Stephanie
Moronta like a siren’s call. She edged
closer to the ropes, rocking back and
forth on her heels before lunging into
the whirling center.

Click, click, click, then nothing.

“I stopped doing this for a while, so
I’'m kind of rough,” Stephanie explained
as she untangled her feet from the
doubled-over orange rope. “If you hear
the rhythm, you just flow right into it

Stephanie was practicing double
dutch, an urban street staple that dates
back centuries, and come next spring,
will become the newest of 35 varsity
sports played in New York City schools.

As part of an effort to increase the
number of students — particularly girls
— participating in competitive athletics,
the city will create coed double-dutch
teams at 10 high schools, many in pre-
dominantly black neighborhoods like
Bushwick, Bedford-Stuyvesant and Har-
lem where the ropes have long swung on
asphalt playgrounds.

[Ed.: Despite the seriousness of the
other articles on this page, kids still
need to play and this is a great way!]

September Events at Genesis Farm, Blairstown, NJ

September 1-5: Re-Inventing Work, Design and Technology for an Ecozoic Era (Earth Literacy Program Seminar 2)*
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September 8-12: Fostering the Web of Life: Biodiversity and Human Population(Earth Literacy Program Seminar 3)*

September 10: Film Series: Wag the Dog: 7:00 p.m. A New Cosmology Introduction; 7:30 Show Time — A biting political satire about the
powerful role of “spin-masters” in setting national policies, this comedy about truth and justice stars Robert DeNiro and Dustin Hoffman.

Free but donations are welcomed.

September 15-19: Promoting a Healthy Bounty for All Life: Revisioning Human Agriculture (Earth Literacy Seminar 4)*

September 20:

*The Story of the Universe in the Classroom: A Teacher Professional Development Workshop for Middle School Teachers Two
sessions, morning ($45) and afternoon ($25), bring bag lunch; 6 professional development hours total.

+Fall Equinox Celebration — Circling the Sun with Gratitude, 2-4 p.m. Free but donations are welcomed.

*Wild Mushroom Walk, 9:30-1:30 Led by Lara Greenspan, who has been gathering mushrooms over 40 years; $30; bring bag lunch.

September 22-26: Small, Local, Renewable: Creating Economies of Scale (Earth Literacy Program Seminar 5)*

September 24: Cooking with Locally-Grown Foods, 6-9 p.m. Join Delia Quigley (nutrition counselor and natural foods chef) for an
adventure in cooking creative and nutritious meals the whole family will love using fresh, organic ingredients. $50 includes dinner!

September 29-October 3: Securing the Commons, Securing Our Regions: Envisioning New Forms of Governance (Seminar6)*

*These week-long sessions begin Monday at 9 a.m. and end Friday at 3:30 p.m. Cost of $550 includes lodging and all meals.

Call 908-362-7221 or see www.genesisfarm.org.




Stop the Towers

(Continued from page 1) plants by way
of a spray plane, and left to sit until the
next heavy rain moves them through the
tiny crevices of earth to nearby ponds,
streams and wells) whose labels clearly
state clear and explicit warnings: Avoid
breathing vapors; Keep away from
children; Users wash hands before eating
or drinking; If inhaled, remove victim to
fresh air; Harmful if inhaled or absorbed
through skin; etc.

And to think I read that an Allegheny
Power employee said that those of

us who oppose the project, oppose it
because we don’t want it in our back-
yards (the line is not anywhere near my
backyard!). Could it be that those who
oppose it simply know the real dangers
of the enormous-sized project? Perhaps
this person fails to realize that the long
term effects are going to impact every-
one.

I urge the public to come away from
their windows, off their porches and into
a worthy fight to stop these towers. Visit
www.stopthetowers.org for answers,
the truth and ways to help.

Heather Fister is a nature enthusiast
and a mother of two daughters whose
future environment greatly concerns
her.

Other civiliztions have loff
behind treasures,

we leave behind trash.
--Iona

THE ORDER OF THE EARTH:
HCR 83 Box 881
SHADE GAP,

NEWS,

Hand Sanitizers

(Continued from Page 9) antibacterial
soaps, triclosan and triclocarbon, have
been found in waste water, fish and breast
milk. The chemicals kill beneficial organ-
isms in the soil and waterways that break
down debris and are the foundations of the
food web. There is very little known about
long-term effects on the ecosystem. As
well, there is the known detriment created
by millions of little plastic bottles filling
landfills for a product that is worse than
unnecessary.

Just say no. Stick with hand-washing.
Hand sanitizers endanger our health, our
environment and our interpretation of
the world around us. Good o!’ soap (and
I’'m beginning to wonder if bar soap cre-
ates more helpful friction and therefore
cleansing) and water (nothing cleaner
than plain water!) is the better choice.

A panel of experts and industry repre-
sentatives convened in 2005 by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration said
“plain soap and water, when properly
used, are the preferred tools to rid germs
from human hands.

www.slingshot.tao.ca/slingshot@tao.ca
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The mysterious gift
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giving up L
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VIEWS AND MUSINGS

PENNSYLVANIA 17255
WWW.THEORDEROFTHEEARTH.COM

ADVERTISE WITH us

Full page (9 1/2” x 9 1/2”) = $200

Half page (9 1/2” x 4 3/4”)=$120

Quarter page (4 3/4” x 4 3/4”) =$70

Eighth page (2 1/2” x 4 3/4”) = $40

Business card (3 1/2” x 2”) = $25

SEND CAMERA-READY JPG ADS TO: ionaconner@pa.net
Contact Iona at 814-259-3680. Pay for 10 months and

we’ll give you 2 months for free.

DEADLINE = 10th OF
EACH PRIOR MONTH

Movie Night:
Black Diamonds
Sept. 19, 7:15 p.m.
Howard County, MD

Black Diamonds charts the escalating
drama in Appalachia over the alarming
increase in large mountaintop-removal
coal mines. These mammoth operations
have covered 1,200 miles of headwater
streams with mining waste; demolished
thousands of acres of hardwood forest;
and flattened hundreds of Appalachian
mountain peaks. Citizen testimony and
visual documentation interwoven with
the perspectives of government officials,
activists, and scientists create a riveting
portrait of an American region fighting
for its life — caught between the grind-
ing wheels of the national appetite for
cheap energy and an enduring sense of
Appalachian culture, pride and natural
beauty. Catherine Pancake, producer/
director of the movie, will host the film
in person!

This searing 90-minute documen-
tary details the destruction wrought by
mountaintop removal coal mines in West
Virginia. Sponsored by Howard County
Chapter of the Sierra Club.

Directions to Howard County Rec-
reation and Parks Headquarters, 7120
Oakland Mills Road, Columbia
From Washington: I-95 north, exit to Rt.

32 west, exit to Broken Land Parkway
north, take first right onto Snowden
River Parkway, at third light turn right
onto Oakland Mills Road. Just before RR
crossing turn right into parking lot.

New Low Cost Solar
Panels Ready for

Mass Production
Compiled By Adrienne Selko
Submitted by Scott Mahon, Erie CO

IndustryWeek.com September 10, 2007
— Colorado State University’s method
for manufacturing low-cost, high-
efficiency solar panels is nearing mass
production. AVA Solar Inc. will start
production by the end of next year on
the technology developed by mechanical
engineering Professor W. S. Sampath at
Colorado State. The new 200-megawatt
factory is expected to employ up to 500
people. Based on average household
usage, 200 megawatts will power 40,000
U.S. homes. Produced at less than $1 per
watt, the panels will dramatically reduce
the cost of generating solar electricity
and could power homes and businesses
around the globe with clean energy for
roughly the same cost as traditionally
generated electricity.

“The Order of the Earth”
is for sale at the following

Pennsylvania locations:
Alternative Choices, Green Castle
Appleby’s Drug Store, Mount Union

Bric-a-Brac, Huntingdon
Burnt Cabins Campground
Gap Mini-Mart, Shade Gap
Little K’s, Shade Gap

Miller’s Diner, Mill Creek
Sandy Ridge Market, Orbisonia



